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1896. 



Report of the Minister of Public Instruction. 



To His Excellency The Right Honorable Henry Robert, Viscount 
Hampden, Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of 
New South Wales and its Dependencies. 

May it please your Excellency, — 

I have the honor to submit to your Excellency the Report 
of the Department of Public Instruction for the year 1896. 

Schools. 

In 1896 there were 2,574 schools, containing 2,785 departments; 
as compared with 2,563 schools and 2,776 departments open in 1895. 
During the year, 85 schools were established, comprising 8 Public, 
40 Provisional, 26 Half-time, 3 House-to-house Schools, and 8 Evening 
Schools. In addition to these, 17 schools were reopened, 41 Provisional, 
9 Half-time Schools, and 1 House-to-house School were raised to the 
rank of Public Schools, and 23 Half-time Schools and 1 House-to- 
house School to the Provisional rank ; while 26 Public and 20 Pro- 
visional Schools were reduced to Half-time or House-to-house Schools. 
Ninety-one of the schools in operation during the whole or some 
portion of 1895 do not appear on the list of schools open in 1896, and 
of those actually in operation in that year 67 were closed before the 
last quarter. The number of schools open at the close of 1896 was 
2,502, containing 2,713 departments. 
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% The following table shows the classification of the schools open 
in 1896 :— 



1. High Schools : — 

U UC1&8SGCL . •• ••• ••• ••• • 

2. Public Schools and Half-time Schools :■ 

In Glass 



"s 



JL •• • 

n ... 

in ... 

iv ... 

v ... 

vi ... 

VII .,. 

vin ... 

IX ... 

„ A. .«. 

TTnclassed 



.U. Provisional Schools : 

Class 



» 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 



• •• 



[S88 I) 

„ n [ ... 
„ in) 



••• 



■•• 



4. House-to-house Schools : 



TTnclassed 



••• 



•«• 



5. Evening Public Schools :■ 



XJnclassed 



••• 



••• 



Total 



•• 



••• 



••• 



Schools. 



. 310 



44 



... 20 



Departments. 



40 


••• 


120 


36 


••• 


106 


26 


• • • 


59 


62 


••• 


88 


127 


... 


129 


198 


... 


198 


185 


• • • 


185 


335 


• a. 


335 


860 


• •• 


860 


193 


• •• 


193 


133 


... 


133 



310 



• a. 



44 



20 



...2,574 ... 2,785 



Of the 16 applications for the establishment of new schools 
which remained under consideration at the close of 1895, 9 were 
granted and 7 were declined. In addition to these, 192 applications 
were received during 1896, namely, 27 for Public Schools, 106 for 
Provisional Schools, 41 for Half-time Schools, 8 for House-to-house 
Schools, and 10 for Evening Schools. Of these, 97 were granted, 
75 were declined, and 20 were under consideration at the end of the 
year. The total number of children to be accommodated in the new 
schools when established is 2,030. 
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The number of applications dealt with, and the action taken 
with regard to them, is shown in the following table : — 

■ 

Applications for the establishment of Schools. 



Schools. 


Number 
received. 


Number 
granted. 


Number 
declined. 


Number still 

under 
consideration. 


Public Schools 

Provisional Schools 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools... 

Evening Public Schools 


28 

116 

46 

8 

10 


11 

53 

30 

4 

8 


10 

54 

13 

4 

1 


7 
9 
3 

• • • 

1 


jLotai... ••• . .. 


208 


106 


82 


20 



Pull details respecting these applications will be found in 
Appendices I, II, III, IV, V. 



The number of schools in operation in 1881, the first full year 
during which the Department was under Ministerial control, as 
compared with the number open in 1896, is given in the following 
table : — 



Schools. 


Number of Schools or Departments 
in operation. 


Increase, 

1881-1896. 




1881. 


1896. 


High Schools ... 

Superior Schools 

Primary Public Schools 

Provisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools ... 




5 

249 

1,660 

310 

497 

44 

20 


5 


58 

1,042 

246 

93 


191 

618 

64 

404 

44 


Evening Schools 


57 


37* 


JLOt&l ••• ... ... 


1,496 


2,785 


1,289 


Seats provided ... 


98,721 


239,354 


140,633 



* Decrease. 
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In addition to the schools established and maintained under 
the Public Instruction Act, the following State supported or aided 
schools are still in operation, namely, the Sydney Grammar School, 
the two Industrial Schools, and the School for the Deaf and Dumb 
and the Blind. 

School Premises and Sites. — The number of school sites 
acquired during the year was 87. Of these, 63 were Government 
grants, 20 were resumed under the Public Works Act, 51 Vic. No. 37, 
and 4 were purchased. The cost of the purchased sites amounted to 
£1,910 12s., and the sum of £234 13s. 3d. was paid on account of 
those resumed. In the case of 7 of the latter no claim was made by 
the original holders for compensation. The balance to be paid on the 
others, when all claims have been settled, is £360 8s. 9d. Pull 
particulars as to the sites will be found in Appendix XX. 

Buildings. — At the close of 1896, existing school premises 
afforded room for 239,354 pupils. Of the school-places counted in 

1895, 3,453 were lost in 1896 by the closing of schools and by the 
giving up of old buildings. The net increase was 1,421. Taking the 
building- work done in the last two years, it may be observed that, in 

1896, 22 new schools and residences were erected under the supervision 
of the Department's professional officers, as compared with 47 built 
in 1895 ; while the additions numbered 16, as compared with 21 ; 
the premises repaired, 261, as compared with 408 ; and the places 
provided, 2,383, as compared with 4,244 for the same period. The 
number of small school-buildings and residences erected under the 
Inspectors' supervision was 78, as compared with 110 put up in 1895 ; 
19 school-buildings were enlarged, as against 32 in 1895; the number 
of places provided was 2,771, as compared with 4,268; and the 
buildings repaired numbered 855 in 1896, as against 1,253 in the 
previous year. 

At the close of 1896 the following additional works were in 
progress : — 36 new buildings and 20 additions, the whole to provide for 
about 2,913 children. Three new weather-sheds were in course of 
construction, as well as 14 teachers' residences. Eepairs and improve- 
ments were being carried out in 208 existing buildings. 
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Pull particulars respecting the building- work completed in the 
year, and that in progress at its close, are given in the following 
tables : — 

Works completed. 



Works under Professional Officers : — 

School-buildings 

Additions 

Residences 

Weather-sheds 

Repairs, &c 

Works under Inspectors' supervision : — 

School-buildings 

Additions 

Residences 

Weather-sheds 

Repairs, &c 



Number. 



Places 
provided. 



Total cost, 

not including cost 

of sites. 



Average cost 
per building. 



10 

16 

12 

2 

261 



77 

19 

1 

3 

855 



1,062 
1,321 



2,343 

428 



£ s. d. 

4,519 

4,659 5 11 

4,410 10 

57 

9,729 17 11 



3,040 12 7 

973 18 1 

224 

27 

6,346 17 10 



£ s. d. 

451 18 

291 4 1 

367 10 10 

28 10 

37 5 7 



39 9 9 

51 5 2 

224 

9 

7 8 5 



Cost per 

seat. 



£ s. d. 
4 5 1 
3 10 6 



1 5 11 

2 5 6 



Works in progress. 



Works under Professional Officers : — 

School-buildings 

Additions 

Residences 

Weather-sheds 

Repairs, &c 

Works under Inspectors' supervision .— 

School -buildings 

Additions a , 

Residences 

Weather-sheds 

Repairs, &o 



Number. 



12 

8 
11 

1 
89 



24 

12 

3 

2 

119 



Places 
provided. 



Estimated cost, 

not including cost 

of sites. 



Average cost 
per building. 



1,190 
580 



885 
258 



£ s. d. 
3,529 13 11 
3,227 19 11 
4,247 1 L 4 
59 11 
9,433 2 3 



2,347 6 1 

528 3 6 

866 

98 10 

2,129 9 7 



£ s. d. 
294 2 9 
403 9 11 
386 2 10 

69 11 
105 19 9 



97 16 1 
41 3 
288 13 4 
49 5 
17 17 10 



Cost per 
place. 



£ b. d. 

2 19 3 
5 11 3 



2 13 
2 11 



The amount expended on Public School sites, buildings, furni- 
ture, repairs, rents, and rates during the last five years is shown below. 
The total expenditure on these items since 1880 is £2,624,800. 



1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 



£157,679 
112,856 

73,791 
104,397 

56,752 
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School Attendance. — The returns for the year show a consider- 
able improvement in school attendance, the gross enrolment at Primary 
schools being 251,821 pupils, as compared with 245,904 in 1895, an 
increase of 5,917. Deducting 12 per cent, on account of multiple 
•enrolments, the number of individual pupils under instruction was 
221,603, an increase over the preceding year of 5,207. A correspond- 
ing increase is shown in the average daily attendance, which exceeds 
that of 1895 by 2,213. 

The gross aggregate enrolment and the aggregate enrolment of 
distinct pupils for the last five years appear below : — 



Tears. 


Gross Aggregate 
Enrolment. 


Corrected Aggregate 

Enrolment of 

Distinct Pupils.' 


Increase. 


Gross Enrolment. 


Corrected Enrolment. 


1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 


233,719 
239,364 
238,951 
234,392 
245,904 
251,821 


205,673 
210,641 
210,277 
206,265 
216,396 
221,603 


11,855 
5,645 

413* 
4,559* 

11,512 
5,917 


10,432 
4,968 

364* 
4,012* 

10,131 
5,207 



* Decrease. 



In addition to the 221,603 pupils enrolled in schools under the 
Public Instruction Act, there were 1,296 in attendance at other State- 
aided Schools, namely : — 



The Sydney Grammar School 

.The Industrial Schools 

The School for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind 

jLorai ••• ••• ••• 



458 
729 
109 

1,296 



Estimating the mean population of the Colony for 1896 at 
1,287,755, the population between 6 and 14 years of age was 242,391. 
Of this number, 191,860, or 79'1 per cent., attended State Schools, and 
50,531, or 20*9 per cent., received instruction in Private Schools or 
at home, or else remained altogether untaught. Prom the latest 
returns of Private Schools' attendance it is estimated that the total 
enrolment was 52,000. As of this enrolment 39,200 pupils were 
between the ages of 6 and 14, it will be seen that of the total statutory 
school population of 242,391, 231,060, or 95*3 per cent., were enrolled 
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at State and Private Schools, while 11,331, or 4*7 per cent., were 
taught at home, had left school after satisfying the standards of the 
Act, or remained untaught. In addition to pupils of the statutory 
school age, 19,752 under 6 years of age, and 24,087 over 14 years, 
were also enrolled for school attendance — 31,039 at State Schools, 
and 12,800 at Private Schools. Thus, of 341,009 children in the 
Colony hetween the ages of 4 and 15 years, 222,899 attended State 
Schools, and 52,000 attended Private Schools ; while the remainder, 
66,110, received instruction at home, had completed their education, 
or were untaught. 

The average quarterly enrolment was 197,025, and the average 
attendance 142,192. In the first half of the year 148,862 pupils, and 
in the second half 160,444 pupils, attended the ordinary day-schools 70 
days or more. . The percentage of the quarterly enrolment attending 
the compulsory number of days was, in the* first half-year, 75*8 per 
cent., and in the second, 81*2 per cent. 

The percentages of the net yearly enrolment attending 70 days 
or more in each half-year, since 1891, are as follow : — 



Year. 


70 days or more in 
first half-year. 


70 days or more in . 
second half-year. 


JL 0«74U ... ... ... .«. ... ,.. 

JLo«70 ... ... . .. lit ••• ... 

JLo*/'± ••• ... ... ... ... ... 

X&vO ... ... ... ... ... ••• 

JLo«/t> ... ... ... ... ... ... 


67*7 
662 
69-1 
671 
671 


715 
661 

75*8 
720 

72*4 



The enrolment and average attendance are shown in the 
following tables : — 

(a) Quarterly Enrolment and Average Attendance for 1895 and 1896. 





Number enrolled. 


Average Attendance. 


Quarters. 


Number. 


Percentages. 




1895. 


1896. 


1895. 


1896. 


1895. 


1896. 


March quarter 
June quarter ... 
September quarter ... 
December quarter ... 


191,778 
191,780 
194,113 
190,630 


195,982 
196,948 
198,621 
196,550 


136,5268 
141,229-5 
140,2275 
141,9308 


137,619-3 
141,080-3 
145,763-8 
144,306-9 


711 
736 
722 

74-4, 


70-2 
716 
73-3 
734 


Tear's average... 


192,075 


197,025 


139,978*6 


142,192*5 


72'8 


721 
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(b) Enrolment and Average Attendance for the last five years. 





Year's 
Enrolment. 


Quarterly 
Enrolment. 


Average Attendance. 


Years. 


Number. 


Percentage of 

Year's 
Enrolment. 


Percentage of 
Quarterly- 
Enrolment. 


1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 


210,641 
210,277 
206,265 
216,396 
221,603 


186,207 
186,327 
181,678 
192,075 
197,025 


132,580 
128,322 
130,089 
139,978 
142,192 


62'94 
6102 
6306 
64-68 
64*16 


71*20 
68*86 
7160 

72-87 
7217 



The main facts relative to school attendance may be summed 
up thus : — 231,060, or 95*3 per cent, of the statutory population, were 
enrolled for school attendance ; 191,860, or 79*1 per cent., at State 
Schools ; and 39,200, or 169 per cent., at Private Schools. Of the 
school population between 4 and 15 years — 274,899, or 80*6 per cent., 
were at school; 222,899, or 65*4 per cent., at State Schools; and 
52,000, or 15-2 per cent., at Private Schools. 221,603 children 
attended schools under the Public Instruction Act; 191,256 being 
of the statutory school age, and 30,347 either above or below it. 
The mean quarterly enrolment was 197,025, or 88*9 per cent, of the 
year's enrolment ; and the average attendance was 142,19!2, or 72*1 
of the quarterly enrolment. Of the average enrolment, 75*8 per cent, 
attended school 70 days or more in the first half-year, and 81*2 per 
cent, in the second half-year. The percentage of the population enrolled 
quarterly and the corresponding percentage in average attendance 
in 1896 were respectively 15*3 and 11, as compared with 15*1 and 
11 in 1895. 

Compulsory clauses of the Act. — 55,603 children between the 
ages of 6 and 14 years were reported as failing to complete the 
minimum attendance of 70 days during the first half of the year ; but 
in 768 cases only was the law set in motion. The parents of 3,811 
were cautioned, while in the remaining cases satisfactory explanations 
were furnished, or the circumstances were not such as to render any 
action necessary. 
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For the second half-year, the number between the compulsory- 
ages who did not attend 70 days was 44,962. In 523 cases legal action 
was taken, and cautions were sent to parents in 2,369 cases. 

The Inspector-General of Police continues to afford every 
assistance in connection with the working of the compulsory clauses ; 
but until the vital defects in the provisions of the Act, which have 
been brought under notice from year to year, are remedied, the full 
benefits which may be reasonably looked for from compulsory education 
will not be attained. 

School Pees, 

It was found necessary to authorise legal action for the recovery 
of arrears of school fees in 484 cases, but debts to the amount of 
£2,489 were cancelled. Pree education was granted in the case of 
28,420 pupils. The amount of fees collected and paid into the Con- 
solidated Revenue was — for Primary Schools, £72,289 8s. lid. ; and 
for High Schools, £2,576 3s. 6d. ; making a total of £74,865 12s. 5d. 
These figures show an increase of £2,176 10s. lOd. upon the amount 
paid in Primary Schools in 1895, but a falling off as regards High 
Schools of £630 10s. 6d. 

Inspection. 

Some changes were made during the year in the personnel of 
the staff of Inspectors. After a long and honourable career of forty- 
two years, during thirty of which he held office as Inspector, Mr. J. 
"W. Allpass retired from the Public Service on 30th June last. His' 
position in the Metropolitan District was filled by the appointment of 
Mr. H. Skillman, who had previously been attached to the Sub- 
metropolitan District. By the distribution amongst other Inspectors 
of the schools formerly under Mr. Skillman's supervision, it was 
found possible to defer for the present the question of the appointment 
of a successor to that officer. 

Later in the year Mr. J. Waterhouse, M.A., relinquished charge 
of the Iithgow section in order to take up the position of Head 
Master of the Sydney High School for Boys, his place at Lithgow 
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being filled by the appointment of Mr. Q. H. Hunt, principal teacher 
of Ryde Superior School, to act as Inspector temporarily. Subsequently 
Mr. John Dettmann was appointed as an Inspector of Schools, and 
relieved Mr. Hunt. 

The staff now comprises a Chief Inspector, a Deputy Chief 
Inspector, 9 District Inspectors, and 24 Inspectors. Out of a total of 
2,780 schools, exclusive of High Schools, 2,763 were examined. Of 
the 17 schools not inspected, 15 were closed before the Inspectors' 
visits to their neighbourhood, and the remaining 2 were opened too 
late in the year to afford an opportunity for their inspection. 



The subjoined table will show how the schools were 
apportioned, and the amount of inspection done in each district : — 



District. 


Ho. of 

Inspectors. 


No. of 
Schools. 


No. of 

Schools 

inspected. 


No. of 

Schools not 

inspected. 


No. of 

Pupils 

examined. 


Armidale ... 


4 


356 


356 


... 


12,513 


Bathurst 


3 


260 


259 


1 


10,389 


Bowral 


3 


253 


257 


1 


11,019 


Gkmlburn 


4 


399 


391 


8 


11,362 


Grafton ... 


3 


326 


326 


... 


11,725 


Maitland 


3 


245 


244 


1 


16,739 


Metropolitan 


4 


208 


206 


2 


48,408 


Sub-metropolitan 


2 


153 


153 


... 


11,867 


"Wagga Wagga 


4 


331 


329 


2 


12,739 


"Wellington 


3 


244 


242 


2 


8*107 


Totals 


33 


2,780 


2,763 


17 


154,868 



The inspected and the uninspected schools stand thus :- 





Public. 


Provisional. 


Half-tine. 


House-to-house. 


Evening. 


Total. 


Inspected 

Uninspected 


1,907 
1 


304 
6 


493 
5 


44 


15 
5 


2,763 

17 






Totals 


1,908 


310 


498 


44 


20 


2,780 
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Course of Secular Instruction. — The table giren below shows 
the results obtained by examination : — 









Estimated Proficiency. 


Subject. 


Total number 
Examined. 


Number Passed. 

• 


Percentage up to or 
aboye Standard. 


Reading — 










Alphabet ... 


• . • . . • 


10,807 


8,132 


75 


Monosyllables 


... ... 


35,522 


29,330 


82 


Easy Narrative ... 


a. • ». • 


48,633 


41,803 


85 


Ordinary Prose ... 


.. • ... 

••• . . • 


59,906 


52,963 


88 


Totals 


154,868 


132,228 


85 


"Writing — 
















On Slates 


• . . ... 


60,939 


51,348 


84 


In Copy-books and on 


Paper ... 

... ... 

... ... 


93,439 


81,218 


86 


Totals 


154,378 


132,566 


85 


Dictation 


122,291 


96,943 


79 


Arithmetic- 
Simple Rules 










... . . • 


91,452 


70,321 


76 


Compound Rules... 


... ... 


38,323 


27,399 


71 


Higher Rules 


... ... 

... . . « 


23,456 


16,662 


71 


Totals 


153,231 


114,382 


74 


Grammar — 

Elementary 










... ... 


31,833 


23,738 


74 


Advanced... 


... ... 

••• . . • 


31,450 


23,338 


74 


Totals 


63,283 


47,076 


74 


Geography- 
















Elementary 


... . • • 


29,523 


22,756 


77 


Advanced 


... ... 

. .. . » • 


33,769 


26,177 


77 


Totals 


63,292 


48,933 


77 


History — 
















English 


... ... 


62,424 


45,096 


72 


Australian 


... . . • 


12,981 


9,443 


72 

• 


Scripture and Moral Lessons 


149,306 


115,558 


77 


Object Lessons 


... ... 


147,788 


115,803 


78 


Drawing 


... . . • 


148,896 


119,114 


79 


Music , 




... ... 


141,593 


112,772 


79 


French ... 


• ... 


... ... 


2,549 


1,920 


75 


Euclid 


... 


... ... 


8,609 


6,466 


75 


Algebra 


... 


... . . • 


3,183 


2,505 


78 


Mensuration ... 


.. • 


... ... 


6,546 


4,427 


67 


Latin ... 


... 


. • • ... 


2,902 


2,095 


72 


Trigonometry ... 


... 


... ... 


88 


67 


76 


Needlework 


... 


... ... 


55,475 


49,287 


88 


Drill 


.. • 


... •• • 


146,738 


120,642 


82 


Natural Science 


••• •• . 


7,059 


5,608 


79 
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These results show that the proportion of passes, as compared 
with the work of 1895, is 1 per cent, higher in reading, writing, 
arithmetic, grammar, drawing, and drill ; 2 per cent, in mensuration ; 
3 per cent, in dictation, music, and trigonometry; 4 per cent, in 
French; 5 per cent, in algehra; and 7 per cent, in Scripture. In 
English history, object lessons, and natural science the percentage is 
the same for both years, while in geography, Euclid, Australian history, 
Latin, and needlework there is a slight falling off. 

The following table summarises the progress in efficiency made 
in the different classes of schools during the past five years : — 



Class of Schools. 


Percentage up to or above the Standard. 


1892. 


1893. 


- - ■ - 
1894. 


1895. 


1896. 


Public 

Provisional 

Half-time ... 

House-to-house 

Evening Scbools 

All Schools 


95 

77 
81 
76 
92 
90 


95 

84 
84 
78 
100 
92 


96 

88 
87 
80 
100 
93 


97 
82 
89 
91 
93 
94 


97 
86 
89 
95 
93 
95 



It will be noted that Provisional and House-to-house Schools 
have improved 4 per cent, as compared with 1595, the percentages in 
the case of Public, Half-time, and Evening Schools showing no 
alteration. 

High Schools. 

The total enrolment at these schools was 577, and the average 
daily attendance 431, as against 603 and 468 respectively for 1895. 
The attendance at each school is shown below : — 



School. 


Total 
enrolment. 


Average quarterly 
enrolment. 


Average daily 
attendance. 


Sydney (Boys) 

„ (Girls) 

Maitland (Boys) 

jy ^vTinsj ... ... ... 

Batburst (Girls) 


169 

212 

91 

72 

33 


119 

165 

69 

54 

24 


109*8 

1521 

628 

48*4 

18-9 


Totals 


577 


431 


3920 


Totals for 1895 


603 


468 


4301 
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395 pupils, or 91 per cent, of the average quarterly enrolment, 
were present at the annual examination, the percentage of results 
averaging over 70 per cent. At the "University Examinations these 
schools took a good position, as will be seen from the table following : — 



School. 


No. of Passes 

Junior 
Examination. 


No. of Passes 

Senior 
Examination. 


No. of Passes 
Matriculation 
Examination. 


Sydney (Boys) 

„ (Girls) 

Maitland (Boys) 

„ (Girls) 

Bathurst (Girls) 


2G 
29 
15 
11 
3 


2 
6 
3 
2 

• • • 


18 

14 

15 

6 

• • • 


Totals 


84 


13 


53 



Of those who qualified for matriculation, 24 did so at the junior 
and 6 at the senior examinations. Medals were awarded High School 
pupils at the junior examination in English, physics, arithmetic, and 
geometry, while Miss Jessie Bowmaker and Miss Grace Mitchell* 
pupils of Sydney High School for Girls, distinguished themselves by 
coming out equal for the Fairfax prize for general proficiency. 

In June last Mr. Joseph Coates, who had been Head Master of 
the Sydney High School for boys since its establishment in 1884, was 
compelled, in consequence of ill-health, to retire under the provisions 
of the Public Service Act, and was succeeded by Mr. John Water- 
house, M.A. I regret to state that, shortly after his retirement, Mr* 
Coates's illness had a fatal termination. 

The total expenditure on High Schools was £6,579 3s. 3d., a 
slight decrease on that of the previous year, and the amount received 
from fees £2,576 3s. 6d 3 The actual cost to the State was, therefore^ 
£4,002 19s. 9d., or at the rate of £6 18s. 9d. per head of the total 
enrolment, as against £5 14s. 2d. in 1895. 
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State Scholarships and Bursaries. — At the examinations held 
under the Scholarship and Bursary scheme, 110 candidates were 
successful. Of these, 25 males and 32 females obtained scholarships 
for High Schools and Superior Schools; 23 males and IS females, 
bursaries for High and Superior Schools ; 2 males, bursaries for the 
Sydney Grammar School; and 6 males and 4 females, University 
Bursaries. 

Of the 57 successful competitors for Scholarships, 16 boys and 
16 girls have since attended the Sydney High Schools, 8 boys and 10 
girls the Maitland High Schools, 5 girls the Bathurst High School, 
and 1 boy and 1 girl attend Superior Schools. Of the 43 who 
succeeded in gaining State School Bursaries, 13 boys and 11 girls 
attend the Sydney High Schools, 10 boys and 5 girls the Maitland 
Schools, 2 girls Bathurst High School, and 2 boys the Sydney Grammar 
School. 

This year the whole of the University Bursaries available were 
awarded. Nine were obtained by High School pupils, 5 boys and 4 
girls ; and one by a pupil of Port-street Model School. 

The total number of candidates examined for admission to 
the High Schools was 774; of these 753, or 972 per cent., were 
successful. 

Superior Schools. 

Two schools — Cootamundra and Hay — were added to the list 
of Superior Schools, thus making the total 100, comprising 249 depart- 
ments. The number of pupils enrolled for the December quarter of 
the year was 70,144, the average attendance being 51,974. 

Superior Schools were very successful at the University Exam- 
inations, having passed 302 candidates, viz., 4 seniors and 298 juniors. 
Other Public Schools not classed as superior obtained 57 junior passes. 
These give a total of 355, 36*1 per cent, of the aggregate number. If 
the High Schools be added, the passes from schools under the Depart- 
ment represent 44*7 per cent, of the whole. Superior School pupils 
obtained medals in English history, geography, algebra, and physiology. 
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Evening Public Schools. 

Ten applications for the establishment of Evening Schools were 
received ; 8 were granted, 1 was refused, and 1 had not been finally 
dealt with at the close of the year. The total number of schools in 
operation was 20, but 5 collapsed before the end of the year. On 
31st December there were only 15 schools in existence, having an 
enrolment of 482, with an average attendance of 263. 

Technical Education in Public Schools. 

Drawing. — 148,896 pupils were examined in this subject, of 
whom 119,114, or 79 per cent., satisfied the standard. In 203 depart- 
ments in the Metropolitan and Sub-metropolitan districts visited by 
the Superintendent of Drawing, 42,548 pupils were present at examina- 
tion. 76*6 per cent, of these were found to reach the standard, being 
4 per cent, better results than in 1895. The Superintendent remarks 
that " as the standard of work has been raised, this improvement is 
even more satisfactory than appears on the surface." Detailed 
information upon this subject will be found in Appendix XIII. 

Manual Training. — Eight workshops were in existence in 1896, 
which afforded instruction to the pupils of 23 schools. The total 
enrolment of these classes, including students in training, was 622. 
Of these 466 presented themselves for examination and 394 passed. 
"When the new Technical College buildings at Bathurst have been 
completed, instruction in manual training will be available for the 
schools in that important centre. 

Cookery. — The number of schools in operation in 1895 was 
increased by one in 1896, making a total of 15, with an enrolment of 
1,302 pupils. Of this number 1,166 presented themselves for examina- 
tion, of whom 1,143, ox 98 per cent., were successful. 

« 
Needlework. — 55,475 female pupils were examined in needle- 
work, of whom 49,287, or 88 per cent., passed the standard. In the 
Metropolitan district 84 schools, representing 14,000 children, were 
examined by the Directress, who reports that "in the upper classes 
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especially the results ha^e been most satisfactory — the marks gained 
after close and searching tests ranging from very fair to excellent." 
[See Appendix XV.] 

Public School Savings Banks. 

Nine new Banks were opened during 1896, and two were closed. 
The total number in operation at the end of the year was 639. The 
amount deposited was £11,467 10s. 5d., and the sum withdrawn 
£11,106 9s. 3d., showing, as compared with 1895, an increase of 
£313 10s. 5d. in deposits, and in withdrawals of £213 9s, lOd. 

The total amount to the credit of the School Banks on 31st 
December was £6,671 2s. 8d., an increase on the previous year in the 
amount to the credit of children of £361 Is. 2d. 

The amount withdrawn for deposit to the credit of pupils in 
the Government Savings Bank was £2,303 16s. 3d, 

Since the establishment of these Banks in 1887 the deposits 
have totalled £111,542 2s. 7d., and the withdrawals £104,877 19s. lid. 
Of this latter sum, £30,298 12s. 6d. was withdrawn for the purpose of 
being placed to the credit of children's own accounts in the Govern- 



ment Savings Bank. 



Teachers, 



Pour thousand four hundred and forty-two teachers of all classes 
were actually employed at the end of the year, being 35 fewer than for 
the corresponding quarter of 1895. While there was an actual increase 
of 17 in the number of principal teachers and assistants, there was a 
large falling off in the number of pupil-teachers and students in 
training. Two thousand seven hundred and ninety-four were classified 
teachers, 546 unclassified but certificated for small schools, 51 were 
training-school students, 959 pupil-teachers, 67 work-mistresses, and 
25 High School teachers. Of the whole number 52*5 are males and 
47*5 females ; and of the teachers in charge of schools or departments, 
70*2 per cent, are males and 29*8 females. As regards assistants, the 
percentages are 306 males and 69-4 females. 
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Of the total number of classified teachers 7' 7 per cent, are in 
Class I, 36*3 per cent, in Class II, and 56 per cent, in Class III. 
Only 16 per cent, of our teachers are unclassified, and the majority of 
these had, before appointment, served four years at least as pupil- 
teachers. 

The teachers whose connection with the Department ceased 
-during the year numbered 216. Of these 157 resigned, 28 retired 
under the Public Service Act, 13 were transferred to other Depart- 
ments of the Service, 5 were dismissed, and 13 died. 

During 1896, 446 applicants for appointment to the office of 
pupil-teacher were examined, of whom 127 were accepted. Of those 
awaiting employment, 221 were appointed to schools. 

Fort-street Training School. — The number of students in 
training was 26. Sixteen held full scholarships, 9 half-scholarships, 
And 1 attended at his own expense. 

Instruction was given during the year in professional subjects, 
in the principles and practice of teaching and class management arid 
in manual training. The examination with a view to the classification 
of the students was held in December and resulted as follows : — 



II A, with Honors. 


II A. 


II B. 


III A. 


Total. 


1 


4 


12 


5 


22* 



* Two students failed to complete examination through illness, 1 was dismissed from training for 
.misconduct, and 1 (non-scholar) did not compete. 



The results of the examination in manual training were :■ 



Honors. 

• 


First Grade. 


Second Grade. 


Total. 


4 


10 


11 


25 
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At the beginning of the year, Ueuter E. Roth, Esq., M.R.C.S., 
Eng., was appointed Lecturer in Elementary Anatomy, Physiology, 
and Hygiene. The students have shown a deep interest in the lectures 
given, and at an examination held in November under the auspices 
of the St. John's Ambulance Association, 24 of their number were 
successful in qualifying for the " first aid " certificate. 

Surlstone Training School for Female Students. — Twenty-nine 
students were in residence, of whom 15 held full scholarships, 10 half 
scholarships, and 4 attended at their own charge. 

In addition to the usual professional subjects instruction was 
given in needlework, cookery, drill, calisthenics, and physiology 
(including "first aid" to the wounded). Twenty-seven students 
attended a special examination, held in connection with the St. John's 
Ambulance Association, and all obtained certificates. 

The results of the examination for classification, held at the end 
of the year, are given below : — 



II A, with Honors. 


II A. 


II B. 


III A. 


Total. 


2 


3 


19 


1 


25* 



# Four non scholars did no* compete. 

Teachers 9 Examinations. — The total number of examinees of 
all classes during 1S96 was 2,444. The percentage of passes of 
teachers was 60*3, and of pupil-teachers 85*8; The total number of 
pupil-teachers reported on was 566, as against 624 in 1895. The 
male and female examinees who obtained the highest number of marks 
at the first class pupil-teachers' examination for admission to training 
were Mr. "William Colin McLintock, of Balmain Superior School, and 
Miss Elizabeth Harriet Pender, of the Public School, Bolwarra. Each 
of them will be presented with the Jones Memorial Medal. 
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In the following table the results of the several examinations 
are given in detail : — 



P*mon« MftminMl. 


Results. 


Passed. 


Failed. 


Total. 


Teachers and Assistant Teachers 


... ... 


243 


175 


418 


For Class I 


6 passed 








yf AJ- A ••• »•• ••• 


9 „ 








If AA -D ... ... ... 


29 „ 








TTT A 

•y AAA JO. ••• . . . ... 


132 „ 








99 X1.X .D ... ... ... 


47 „ 








j j J.J.X v ... ... . .. 


20 „ 








Examined in Drawing only, in Music only, or in both ... 


93 


47 


140 


Betired from examination 


... • • • 






5 


Examination cancelled 


• . < 




■ 




2 


Examined in Physiology only 


• •« 




1 




1 


Examinations of Students in Training Schools 


• •• 




84 




84 


(a) Males — Becommended for II A 


..« 


5 






i 
1 


„ II B 


• •« 


12 






i 

i 

I 


HI A ... 


• •i 


5 






i 


Betired ill 


«• < 


2 






i 


(h) Females — Becommended for II A 


. . < 


5 






i 


„ IT B ... 


..< 


19 








HI A ... 


..< 


1 








Examined in Drawing only 


• •i 


31 








Cancelled 


. • 


4 




■ 




Pupil-teachers 


• •« 


• •• • 


472 


78 


550 


For Class IH 


214 passed 








a. 1 1 ••• .*• ••• ... 


77 „ 








a. J> ••* ••• ... ... 


77 „ 








For Training Schools 


104 „ 








Examinatiocs in Drawing only 


• •• «/ 






9 


Besults of examinations in abeyance not yet completed ... 






7 


Applicants for office of Pupil-teacher 


••• ••• 


127 


319 


446 


Examined in Drawing or in Music only ... 


• • • ... 


31 




31 


Betired from examination 


••• • •• 


2 




2 


High School Candidates 


• • . ... 


728 


21 


749 
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Teachers' Mutual Assurance Association. — During 1896, 2 
teachers joined the Association, and 6 died. For the last 10 years the 
average death-rate has remained at 1'2 per cent. ; and the average 
amount paid annually by each member has been £1 Is. 9d., or at the 
rate of £1 103. 6d. per cent, on the sum payable at death. 

An alteration in the rules has been made by which candidates 
under 40 years of age may join the Association on more favourable 
terms than formerly ; while the premiums for candidates above 40 
years of age have been reduced by one-half. There is no legacy duty 
payable, nor have nominees of deceased members to wait for proof of 
will, payment being made on proof of death. 

Local Supervision. 

Three sub-districts were formed during the year, and a Public 
School Board appointed in the case of each. The number of persons 
so appointed was 14. In addition, 43 members were added to Boards 
already in existence. The total number of Boards in operation was 
288. On 55 of these, ladies to the number of 115 held seats. The 
resignations of 31 members were accepted, and 15 were reported as 
deceased, or having left the locality. 



Scientific and Technical Education. 

The Superintendent reports (see Appendix XIX) that " there 
have been in the aggregate more enrolments, a substantial increase in 
the average attendance, and a marked improvement in the quality of 
the passes at the December examination." A comparison of the 
enrolments is given in the following table : — 





• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 


• • • 

• • • 

V • • 

• • • 


• • • 

• • t 

• • • 

• • • 


1895. 


1896. 


Sydney Technical College 

Suburban classes ... 

Country classes 

Classes connected with Public Schools 


3,458 
550 

2,252 
811 


3,302 
578 

2,285 
954 




7,071 


7,119 
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Deducting from the total enrolment all cases where students 
joined more than one class, the number of individual students was 
5,396, a decrease of 62 as compared with 1895. The average weekly 
attendance was 3,718, an increase over the previous year of 226. 

The total number of classes in operation was distributed as 
shown below : — 





Under salaried 
Teachers. 


Teachers paid 
fees only. 


Total. 


Sydney Technical College 

Suburban classes 

Classes in country towns 

Classes from Public Schools 


56 
14 

88 
20 


3 

10 
9 


59 
24 
97 
20 


• 


178 


22 


200 



The students examined at the close of the year numbered 2,576, 
of whom 1,822, or 70*7 per cent., were successful ; in 1895 there were 
2,651 examined, of whom 1,788, or 674 per cent., passed. At the 
technological examinations of " The City and Guild of London 
Institute/ ' held in this Colony in April last, 30 students of the 
Technical Colleges were examined, of whom 23 passed. Two can- 
didates in plumbing and one in iron and steel manufacture obtained 
second-class honours. 

The teaching staff comprises 84 persons, viz., 13 lecturers in 
charge of departments, 5 resident masters in charge of branch schools, 
36 teachers, 17 assistant teachers, and 13 teachers in charge of classes 
remunerated by pupils' fees only. As in former years, lectures upon 
technical subjects have been delivered by the officers of the Depart- 
ment in the various centres of population. 

The new Technical College buildings at Newcastle were officially 
opened in February, 1896, and in November last the foundation-stone 
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was laid of a Technical College for Bathurst. It is expected that the 
latter building will be ready for the reception of students before the 
end of 1897. 

In June last Mr. J. H. Maiden, F.L.S., who had held the dual 
office of Superintendent of Technical Education and Curator of the 
Technological Museum, was, on the recommendation of the Public 
Service Board, transferred to the Directorship of the Botanic Gardens, 
and Dr. R. N. Morris, Examiner under this Department, was appointed 
Superintendent of Technical Education, still, however, retaining his 
position as Examiner. 

The Technological Museum was visited by 226,010 persons — 
23,640 fewer than in the previous year. The appended table gives the 
attendance in detail. 



• 


1895. 


1896. 


Technological Museum, Sydney 


118,967 


99,952 


Branch Museum, Newcastle 


56,174 


58,443 


„ Goulburn 


28,031 


24,211 


„ Bathurst .. 


27,338 


19,840 


„ West Maitland 


19,140 


23,564 




249,650 


226,010 



The total expenditure on technical education during 1896, 
including £3,838 16s. 6d. spent on the Technological Museums, 
amounted to £24,814 16s. Of this sum £21,203 15s. lid. was a 
Parliamentary grant, and £3,611 0s. Id. represents the fees paid by 
students. 

Public School Cadet Force. 

For the last quarter of 1896 the total enrolment of the Cadet 
Force was 3,164. The amount expended for cadet purposes was 
£3,139 7s. 5d., as against £3,864 lis. 3d. in 1895. 



Details of the year's work appear in Appendix XVIII. 
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Finance. 

The sum available for expenditure under the Public Instruction 

Act was £661,585 14s. 5d., made up as follows : — 

£ s. d. 

Balance from 1895 735 13 7 

Amount received from Treasury on account of Vote 

for 1895-6 332,823 

Amount received from Treasury on. account of Vote 

for 1896-7 320,000 

Amount received from Loan Vote — (Land) ... ... 1,657 10 

Amount received from Loan Vote — (new buildings) 5,000 

Amount of Minister's salary 1,370 

£661,585 14 5 

The total outlay was £651,307 Os. 4d., namely, £56,752 7s. 6d. 
on school premises, £549,312 4s. 4d. on maintenance of schools, and 
£45,242 8s. 6d. on administration, &c. £526 16s. 8d., the unexpended 
balance of 1894 account, was refunded to the Treasury, leaving a 
balance at the end of the year of £9,751 17s. 5d. 

General Statement of Expenditure for 1895. 
I. On School Premises : — £ b. d. 

For sites, new buildings, additions, repairs, <fcc, including High 

Schools £518 10s. 6d 56,752 7 6 

II. On Maintenance of Schools, &c. : — 

1. Teachers' salaries and allowances in Primary £ s. d. 

Schools 514,857 5 10 

Other maintenance expenses in such schools ... 25,144 7 9 

2. High School salaries and maintenance expenses 6,060 12 9 
State Scholarships and Bursaries 3,249 18 

3. Administration, including Training Schools and 
enforcement of school attendance ... ... 45,242 8 6 



594,554 12 10 
£651,307 O 4 

The amount of school fees collected and paid into the Con- 
solidated Revenue was £74,865 12s. 5d., namely, £72,289 8s. lid. from 
Primary Schools, and £2,576 3s. 6d. from High Schools. Deducting 
this sum from the total expenditure, there will remain £576,441 7s. lid. 
as the net school expenditure derived from State funds. 
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The average cost to the State of a child's education, calculated 
(a) upon the net school expenditure, and (b) upon the expenditure 
exclusive of the cost of. school premises, is shown in the succeeding 
tables : — 

(a) Net School Expenditure. 



Cost per child upon the — 

Gross enrolment of pupils 

Year's enrolment of distinct pupils 

Mean quarterly enrolment 

Average attendance 



1892. 


1893. 


1894. 


1895. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


2 17 10 


2 13 10* 


2 10 6 


2 11 H 


3 6 7 


8 10* 


2 17 2f 


2 18 1 


3 14 2* 


8 8 lOf 


3 4 llf 


S 5 51 


5 4 2* 


5 0* 


4 10 9 


4 9 9*- 



1896. 



d. 
9± 



£ s. 
2 5 
2 12 0} 
2 18 6 

4 1 



Of 



(b) Expenditure, exclusive of cost of school premises. 



Cost per child, calculated upon the — 

Gross enrolment of pupils 

Year's enrolment of distinct children 

Mean quarterly enrolment , 

Average attendance , 



1892. 


1893 


1894. 


1895. 


£ 8. d. 


£ 8. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


2 4 6* 


2 4 3± 


2 4 Of 


2 2 7i 


2 10 7* 


2 10 8f 


2 10 1 


2 8 61 


2 17 3 


2 16 9* 


2 16 10* 


2 14 6f 


4 6 


4 2 5± 


3 19 5 


3 14 10* 



1896. 



£ 8. d. 
2 1 3* 
2 6 lOf 

2 12 9 

3 13 1 



Information is furnished in the following summaries respecting 
educational establishments connected with this Department, but not 
carried on under the provisions of the Public Instruction Act :— 



The Sydney University. 

Pour hundred and "fifty-four students, including 75 women, 
attended lectures during 1896. The total number qualified for 
Matriculation was 295, of whom 96 passed the ordinary Matriculation 
Examination, 135 the Junior Public Examination, 21 the Law 
Matriculation Examination, 33 the Senior Public Examination, and 
10 the Entrance Examination for Medicine and Science. The number 
actually admitted to Matriculation* was 82. 

At the Senior Public Examinations, 143 candidates presented 
themselves, and 109 passed. At the Junior Examination, 965 were 
successful out of 1,481. 

The degrees conferred during the year were 108, viz. : — M.A., 
6; B.A., 58; LL.B., 7 ; M.D., 2; M.B., 17 ; Ch.M., 11; B.Sc, 1; 
M.E.,1; andB.E., 5. 
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The "University Staff consisted of 14 Professors and 33 
Lecturers, of whom 7 Professors and 5 Lecturers are paid out of the 
Challis Pund ; and 4 Teachers from the P. N. Russell Pund. 

The year's expenditure was £31,559 15s., of which sum 
£11,400 was granted by the Government. £3,665 7s. was derived 
from private foundations for the payment of scholarships, bursaries, 
prizes, &c, and for books for the Pisher Library. The total income 
for the year was £31,345 19s. 7d. 



The Sydney Grammar School. 

The total enrolment of pupils for 1896 was 458, of whom 165 
were under and 293 over the statutory age of 14 years. One hun- 
dred and fifty-one new pupils were admitted, 85 being under and 
66 above 14 years of age. The mean quarterly enrolment was 378, 
and the average attendance 363*5. 

The income and expenditure for the year were as follows : — 

Income. 

Prom State grants ... ... £1,500 

„ School fees 6,550 

„ Special prizes, &c. .. . ... 113 3 2 

Balance due to Commercial Bank 182 15 5 



£8,345 18 7 



Expenditure. 

By balance due to Bank £480 5 4 

„ expenditure 7,865 13 3 



£8,345 18 7 



The cost per pupil in average attendance was £22 19s. 2£d., 
being £1 2s. 0^d. less than in 1895. The expense to the State was 
£4 2s. 6^d. per head, as against £4 4s. 6d. in the previous year. 
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The Public Library. 

The total number of volumes in the Library at the end of 1896 
was 115,908. During the year new books to the number of 5,525 
were added, and 14,208 books sent out on loan to country libraries. 
174,130 persons visited the reading rooms as against 156,388 in the 
previous year ; 161,124 the newspaper room as compared with 171,894 
in 1895; and 80,928 visits were paid to the Lending Branch, an 
increase of 146 over the number in 1895. The total number of visits, 
therefore, paid to the institution during the year was 416,182, being 
7,H8 more than were paid in 1895. 

Thirty-one persons were employed on the staff of the institution. 
The expenditure for the year was : — 

On buildings, repairs, &c. (under 

Government Architect) . . . £198 

On books, periodicals, newspapers, 

binding ... ... ... ... 1,904 

On salaries ... ... ... ... 4,294 

On maintenance ... ... ... 772 



£7,168 



The Australian Museum. 

The number of visitors to the Museum was — On week-days, 
83,351 ; on Sundays, 34,494 ; total, 117,845. Twenty-seven persons 
were employed in the institution. The Trustees report that the year's 
expenditure was as given below : — 

On salaries and allowances £4,311 6 

On specimens (purchase, collection, 
and carriage) . . . 

On books and binding 

On catalogues 

On cases and bottles 

Expedition to coral reef 

Miscellaneous 



. . • 



••• 



. . • 



232 15 7 
199 17 11 
411 18 10 
461 14 5 

44 6 

233 7 



£5,894 13 1Q 
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National Art Gallery. 

During the year 215,602 visits to the Gallery were registered, 
being a daily average of upwards of 592. The attendance on Sundays 
averaged 1,581, on week-days, 427. Thirty-six additional students 
were admitted, making the total number 248. Five persons were 
permanently employed, with three extra assistants on Sundays and 
holidays. 

The following is a statement of the year's expenditure : — 

For works of art purchased ... £963 14 9 
For maintenance (frames, freight, 

repairs, insurances, &c.) ... 1,061 11 7 

For salaries 1,112 3 



£3,137 9 4 



New South Wales Institution for the Deaf and Dumb 

and the Blind. 

The number of inmates during the year was 109 as compared 
with 94 for 1895. Of these 82 were under and 27 were over 14 years 
of age. The new admissions were 27, 25 of whom were under and 2 
over 14 years. Three inmates were discharged — 2 under 14 years, and 
1 over that age. The income was : — 

From State grants £675 

From other sources 3,776 7 6 



£4,451 7 6 



The expenditure for the year was as follows : — 

For maintenance ... £1,820 11 9 

For salaries and wages ... ... 2,091 4 10 



£3,911 16 7 



Industrial ScShool" for Girls, Parramatta. 

The enrolment for the year was 175, of whom 41 were under 
and 134 above the age of 14 years. There were 55 new admissions — 
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26 under and 29 over 14 years old. Fifty-six inmates were discharged 
during the year, as follows : — 

To Boarding-out officer... ... 13 



• • • 



• • • 



As apprentices ... 
On attaining age of 18 years ... 
By order of Governor-in-Council 
To Benevolent Society ... 



19 

19 

3 

2 

56 



The number remaining in the institution on 31st December was 
124. Compared with 1895, there were an increase of 4 in the enrolment 
and an increase of 4 and 9, respectively, in the new admissions and the 
discharges. 



The expenditure for the year was :■ 



For maintenance 
For salaries . . . 



•• . 



• •• 



• • • 



£ s. d. 

1,654 9 7 

930 12 1 



£2,585 1 8 

Calculated on the enrolment, the cost per inmate was £14 
15s. 5d. A comparison with the figures of 1895 shows that a saving 
has been effected in the cost per head of 2s. 8d. 

I regret to have to record the death, in June last, of Mr. C. H. 
Spier, who had successfully managed the institution as superintendent 
for over seven years. The vacancy thus caused was filled by the 
appointment of Mr. Thomas Edwards Dryhurst. 

The health of the inmates during the year, as well as their 
general conduct, has been very satisfactory. The Superintendent 
reports : — " There was an increase in the number of girls apprenticed, 
and I find, upon careful inquiry, that in nearly every case the 
apprentices are giving satisfaction to their mistresses. The industrial 
work undertaken was of a comprehensive and useful character. The 
laundry work included 169,791 pieces or articles of clothing, which 
were washed and ironed or mangled; of these, 63,339 consisted of 
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articles for the officers and students of Hurlstone College, of an 
estimated value of £361 12s. 2d. The articles dealt with for the 
officers and inmates of the institution numbered 136,432, and the 
estimated value of the work done was £1,033 6s. 8d. 

"The work of the sewing classes included plain sewing, cutting- 
out, dressmaking, darning, and patching for the inmates. The esti- 
mated value of the work was £119 17s. 2d." 



Nautical School-Ship "Sobraon." 

In this institution, 554 boys were enrolled, 316 of these being 
under and 238 over 14 years of age ; the new admissions numbered 
174, 96 of whom were below and 78 above the age stated. The 
number discharged was 223, made up as follows : — 

For apprenticeship ... ... ... ... 171 

On attaining 18 years of age ... 9 

Transferred to Boarding-out Officer ... ... 17 

Transferred to ship " Neotsfield " 2 

Transferred to Industrial School ... ... 1 

By order of the Governor-in-Council ... 23 



223 



Three hundred and thirty-one boys remained on the "Sob^on" 
at the end of the year* As compared with 1895, an increase of 20 is 
shown in the enrolment, of 69 in the discharges, and a decrease of 11 
in the number of new admissions. 

The total expenditure was £8,967 17s. 5d., viz. :— 

For maintenance 

For salaries 



• • • 



Deducting parents' contributions 
to the Treasury 

Net cost to the State . . . 



£ s. 

6,087 17 
2,880 


d. 
1 

4 


£8,967 17 
385 5 


5 



£8,582 12 


5 
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Calculated on the net expenditure, the cost to the State per head of 
the enrolment was £15 9s. 10d., which is £2 10s. 5d. less than the 
cost per inmate in 1895. 

The most noteworthy event of the year was the loss to the ship 
of Captain Neitenstein's services as Commander and Superintendent,, 
owing to his promotion to the Comptrollership of Prisons. That 
gentleman's connection with the N.S.S. " Vernon/' and subsequently 
the N.S,S. " Sohraon," had extended over twenty-three years, for 
nearly eighteen of which he had filled the position of Commander with 
signal ability and success. Mr. W. H. Mason, who for very many 
years had been associated with Captain Neitenstein as Lieutenant, was 
promoted to the Commandership, Mr. P. A. Stayner, the chief school- 
master, being appointed to succeed Mr. Mason as Lieutenant. 

The boys are reported to have behaved well during the year, 
-and none have absconded. Their health has been excellent, and there 
have been no deaths. The enrolment for 1896 was larger than that 
for any previous year. 

J. GARRARD, 

Minister of Public Instruction. 

Department of Public Instruction, 

Sydney, 10th April, 1897. 
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APPEIST 



Applications for the establishment of Public 



Name of Place. 



Post Town. 



*- 2 



s: 



Number of Children residing: in the locality. 



Boys. 



Girls. 



Total. 



C.E. 



RC. 



Borambil. 



Brownsville (Lakeland's Estate) 
Buccaroo 



Bnttai Greek 



Cabramatta. 



Collengullie ... 
CowraWest ... 
Currency Creek 
Dalwood 



Quirindi .... 
Brownsville 



Mudgee .... 
Buchanan , 
Cabramatta. 



Deniliquin North. 
Far Meadow 



Five-mile Peg (Rockvale Road) 

Gilmandyke ~ « 

Hyde Park 

Minto East 



Mullenderre 



Myalls 

Parkestown. 



Peak, The .... 
Pennant Hills 



Ramperdell 

Tamworth East 



Wagga Wagga 

Cowra 

Wilberforce .. 
Dal wood 



Deniliquin 

Berry 

Armi(}ale... 
Bockley ... 
Rookwood 
Minto 



Mullenderre 



Tomingley 
Canterbury 
Cobar 



Pennant Hills. 



Wandella 

"Warrumbungal 
Wetherill Park 



Whipstick 

Wrightville ... 



Binnaway 
Tamworth 



Cobargo 

Tooraweenah 
Smithfield ... 



Whipstick 
Cobar 



miles. 
4 
H 

3 



2* 

••• 
5 

5 

... 

n 
if 

3i 

• • • 

2* 
1 
6 
2m. 4c. 



18 

... 

3* 



19 
24 
26 
14 
26 
8 
12 
27 
20 
IS 
20 
11 
20 
85 
21 
19 
15 
29 



35 
13 
49 
23 
9 
38 
15 
29 



13 
32 
26 
11 
25 
14 
20 
18 
21 
20 
20 
12 
14 
72 

27 
17 
13 
28 
... 
27 
10 
33 
16 
10 
48 
17 
30 



32 

66 
52 
25 
51 
22 
32 
45 
41 
35 
40 
23 
34 
157 
48 
36 



19 



30 



38 
14 
43 
10 
12 
27 
23 
13 
17 
13 
8 
106 
19 



28 13 



57 



30 
62 



23 



82 
89 
19 
86 



32 



59 



16 



23 



63 
11 
11 
71 



13 



32 



20 
9 



8 



10 
10 
16 
32 
8 
24 



12 



8 



10 



Pres. 



8 



6 



4 



4 



2 



3 



12 



8 



Wes. 



Ors. 



8 



3 



17 
9, 



10 



13 



43 



8 



6 
4 
6 
3 



9 



13 



••• 



12 
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DIX I. 



Schools received 


during the year 1896 


• 










* 


Number of Children promised to attend. 


Number of Parents or Guardians 
undertaking to send Children. 
































Minister's Decision. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


C.E. 


R.C. 


Pres. 


Wes. 


Ore. 


C.E. 


R.C. 


Pres. 


Wes. 


Ow. 


Total 




19 


13 


32 


19 


6 


••• 


8 


• • • 


8 


2 


• • • 


4 


f • • 


14 


Declined, 27th November. 


24 


32 


56 


30 


20 


• «• 


••• 


6 


13 


9 


• •• 


• *• 


3 


25 


Declined, 10th August. 


26 


26 


52 


38 


9 


*•• 


1 


4 


12 


4 


• • • 


1 


1 


18 


Under consideration. 


14 


11 


25 


14 


••• 


2 


3 


6 


4 


• • • 


1 


1 


1 


7 


Declined, 12th October. 


26 


25 


51 


43 


4 


• •• 


1 


3 


15 


2 


••• 


1 


1 


19 


Granted, 11th August. 


8 


14 


22 


10 


7 


5 


• •• 


. •• 


5 


8 


1 


••• 


• • • 


9 


Declined, 31st July. 


12 


20 


32 


12 


6 


5 


••• 


9 


4 


2 


1 


••• 


3 


10 


Declined, 25th August. 


27 


18 


45 


27 


2 


8 


3 


5 


9 


1 


3 


1 


2 


16 


Under consideration. 


20 


21 


41 


23 


8 


6 


4 


• • • 


7 


4 


2 


2 


• • « 


15 


Granted, 29th October. 


15 
20 


20 
20 


35 

40 


13 

17 


• • • 

10 


5 
4 


17 
9 


• •• 

• •• 


5 
6 


5 


2 
1 


5 
3 


• • • 
tee 


12 
15 


Declined. Aid offered to Provisional 

School, 21st July. 
Granted, 31st August. 


a 


12 


23 


13 


10 


• • • 


••• 


• •• 


4 


8 


• • • 


• • • 


* 
• •• 


7 


Under consideration. 


20 


14 


34 


8 


16 


• • t 


10 


• •• 


6 


6 


• •• 


3 


• •• 


15 


Under consideration. 


85 


72 


157 


106 


32 


4 


13 


2 


42 


11 


3 


4 


1 


61 


Under consideration. 


21 


27 


48 


19 


8 


2 


6 


13 


7 


2 


1 


2 


5 


17 


Under consideration. 


19 


17 


36 


7 


24 


2 


3 


• •• 


2 


8 


2 


1 


•■• 


13 


Declined, 19th November. 


15 


13 


28 


13 


7 


3 


5 


• • % 


7 


4 


1 


2 


... 


14 


Declined, 10th August. 


29 


28 


67 


••• 


t • • 


• •• 


• >• 


• • * 


• •• 


• •• 


t •• 


• •>• 


••• 


• • • 


Declined, 4th November. 


•■• 


••• 


30 


••• 


• • • 


• •• 


* •• 


• •• 


• >• 


• •• 


• •• 


• •• 


••• 


10 


Granted, 23rd October. 


35 


27 


62 


16 


3 


• •• 


43 


• •• 


6 


1 


• • • 


12 


••• 


19 


Under consideration. 


13 


10 


23 


• • • 


»•# 


• • t 


«>• 


• •• 


7 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


••• 


7 


Under consideration. 


49 


33 


82 


63 


12 


7 


••• 


» •• 


22 


5 


3 


•••• 


••• 


30 


Declined, 7th October. 


23 


16 


39 


11 


8 


12 


3 


5 


2 


2 


2 


1 


1 


8 


Granted, 27th February. 


1 9 

i 


10 


19 


11 


• • • 


8 


■•• 


••• 


3 


• #• 


2 


• •• 


... 


5 


Declined, 1st April. 


38 


4S 


86 


71 


7 


• •• 


8 


••• 


• . • 


• •• 


••• 


• • • 


•• • 


37 


Granted, 30th March. 


15 

i 


17 


32 


13 


10 


9 


••• 


••• 


6 


3 


2 


• • t 


... 


11 


Granted, 10th August. 


29 


30 


59 


32 


6 


••• 


9 


12 


19 


1 


•*• 


7 


2 


29 


Granted, 16th June. 
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APPEN* 
Applications for the establishment of Provi 



Name of Place. 



Post Town. 



Distance of 
nearest School. 


Number of Children residing in the locality. 


Boys. Girls. 


Total. 


C.E. 


K.C. 


Pres. 


Wes. 


Ors. 



Acacia Creek Bridge. 
Apple-tree Gully ... . 

Armidale Creek 

Balin Burra 

Ballygrogan 

Bando 

Barellan North 

Barham 

Barragon 

Barrieton 

Bectric 

Bectric (renewal) .... 



Bingara, Upper 



Bodalla Saw Mills. 
JBoggabri North ... . 



Bolairo 

'Bourimbla 

Brandon Hill 

Bredbo North 

Big Leather 

Brungle 

Buckajo 

Bundawarrah 

Bunganbill 

Bur rill Lake 

Burrumbuttock North 
Cameron's Creek 



Campbell's Creek 
•daoura 

Cell's Creek 

Ohanticleer 

Coorangoora , 

•Crowdy Head 

Dargan's Creek ... 

Delmaine ......... 

Dcrrain , 

Diamond Fields .. 

Diilla Dulla 

Edenderry 

Eldorado Gully ... 

Eldorado Gully ... 

Elimdale 

Elliott • 

Emu Creek 



Ennis 

Esk :.... 

Foxground 

Genowlan 

Gundaroo Road ... 

Hadsonville 

Half-moon Beach 



Acacia Creek 

Inverell 

Armidale 

B alia rah 

Tbyra 

Gunnedah ... 
Narrandera... 

Barham 

Wollar 

Fernmount ... 

Trickett 

Temora 



Bingara, Upper 



Bodalla . 
Boggabri. 



Rose Dal e, near Adam i naby 

Bowan Park 

Kiama 

Bredbo 

Bullarah 

Brungle 

Bega 

Temora 

Narrandera 

Ulladulla 

Burrumbuttock 

Armidale 



Goorangoola .... 
Barber's Creek . 

Yarris 

Morundah 

Bingara 

Harrington 

Clarence Tunnel 

Essington 

Ganmain 

Bingara 

Belarbigill 

Ganmain 

Ophir 

Ophir 

Deniliquin 

Devlin's Siding . 

Walcha 



miles. 

6* 
5 

... 
50 
10 

• • • 

45 



Ennis 

Esk 

Lismore 

Capertee 

Murrum bateman 

Neville 

Lower Portland.. 



4 
3* 



5 

6 

8 

32 

44 

4 

5 
5 
3 
4 
10 

8 
22 
16 
14 

4* 

• • • 

3* 
5 

• • • 

3* 
8 
5 
6 
25 

• • • 

4* 

5 

12 
8 
8 
5 

•*• 
4fc 



7 
11 

13 
8 
9 

12 
6 

10 
7 
9 
7 
9 



11 
8 

13 
15 

9 

9 
11 

8 
11 
11 
16 

7 
12 

3 

8 

10 
6 

10 
8 
8 

24 
7 

14 
5 

15 
9 
7 
7 
9 

16 
7 

5 
13 
18 
8 
9 
11 
10 



8 
10 

7 
10 
15 

8 
10 

6 
10 

8 

9 
12 

10 

7 
8 

12 

15 

7 

8 

8 

7 

8 

7 

20 

10 

13 

14 

5 

10 

9 

8 

8 

13 

21 

15 

20 

15 

7 

8 

10 

13 

15 

9 

12 

10 
11 
18 
9 
15 
13 
10 



15 
21 
20 
18 
24 
20 
16 
16 
17 
17 
16 
21 

19 

18 
16 

25 
30 
16 
17 
19 
15 
19 
18 
36 
17 
25 
17 

13 
20 
15 
18 
16 
21 
45 
22 
34 
20 
22 
17 
17 
20 
24 
25 
19 

15 
24 
36 
17 
24 
24 
20 



4 

y 

9 
13 
20 

7 

• • • 

10 

• • • 

7 
15 
16 

19 

10 



22 
1 
9 
13 
18 
3 
4 

• • • 

16 
1 
7 

14 

2 

18 

10 

3 

16 
18 
17 

• • • 

25 
14 
22 

2 
15 
18 

4 

• • • 

19 

3 

15 
27 
10 
23 

• • • 

8 



11 
5 
5 
1 
4 
9 

12 
6 

17 

• • • 

1 
5 



8 



3 
21 



3 
15 



12 
3 

11 



4 



27 

22 

6 

6 

... 
6 
2 
2 
4 

15 



4 
3 
5 



7 
6 
4 

< • • 

4 

4 



10 



2 
3 
2 

1 
9 



10 
16 



... 
..« 
... 
... 



4 



9 



13 
4 



4 
8 

4 
5 



3 

4 



4 

1 



12 



6 



1 

• • 

3 



2 
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DIX II. 


























sional Schools* received during the year 1896. 






Number of Children promised to attend. 


Number of Parents or Guardians 
undertaking to send Children. 




















Minister's Decision. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total 


C.E. 


R.C. 


Pres. 


Wes. 


Ors. 


C.E. 


R.C. 


Pres. 


Wes. 


Ors. 


Total 




7 


9 w 

.8 


15 


4 


11 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


1 


4 


••• 


a aa 


• •• 


5 


Under consideration. 


XL 


10 


21 


9 


5 


7 


• •• 


• •• 


2 


2 


3 


• a • 


• • a 


7 


Declined, 10th June. 


la 


7 


20 


9 


5 


6 


• •• 


• • • 


3 


1 


2 


• •a 


• •a 


6 


Declined, 1st October. 


.a 


10 


18 


13 


1 


4 


• •• 


• •• 


4 


1 


1 


• • • 


• « a 


6 


Declined, 27th October. 


9 


15 


24 


20 


4 


• • • 


• •• 


• • • 


8 


2 


* m • 


• • • 


• •• 


10 


Declined, 31st October. 


12. 


8 


20 


7 


9 


4 


• • • 


• • • 


4 


4 


1 


a • a 


• •• 


9 


Granted, 14th April. 


.6. 


10 


16 


... 


12 


4 


• •• 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


1 


• • • 


a a a 


3 


Declined, 9th September. 


10 


6 


16 


10 


6 


• • • 


• •« 


• •• 


5 


3 


• •a 


• •• 


• •• 


8 


Declined, 16th October. 


7 


10 


17 


• • • 


17 


• • • 


• • • 


• ••' 


• • • 


4 


• • • 


a • • 


• •• 


4 


Granted, 7th September. 


9 


8. 


17 


7 


• • • 


10 


• • • 


* • • 


4 


• •• 


3 


a a • 


-••• 


7 


Granted, 22nd. April. 


.7. 


9 


16 


15 


1 


• • • 


• at 


• •• 


5 


1 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


6 


Declined, 19th February. 


9 


U8. 


21 


16 


5 


• • • 


• •• 


• • • 


5 


2 


• • • 


• •• 


• • a 


7 


Declined. Aid offered to Half-time 
School, 8th September. 


1 9 


10 


19 


19 


••• 


• • • 


• •• 


• * • 


7 


••« 


• • • 


• • a • 


a*« 


7 


Granted, in lieu of existing Half- 
time School, 12th Ma j. 


111 


7 


18 


10 


8 


• • • 


• •• 


• • • 


4 


4 


• • • 


• • • 


• a • 


8 


Declined, 23rd June. 


8 


8 


16 


••• • 


• • • 


• •« 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


2 


1 


Mt 


a a a 


5 


Half-time School granted, to be 






























worked with Willala, 21st May. 


13 


12 


25 


22 


3 


• •• 


• • • 


• »• 


6 


1 


• • • ■ 


• • a 


* • a 


7 


Under consideration. 


15 


15 


30 


1 


21 


2 


• • • 


6 


1 


5 


1 


•••a 


2 


9 


Granted, 30th July. 


9 


7 


16 


9 


••• 


3 


4 


• •• 


3 


• • • 


1 


1 


• •• 


5 


Declined, 30th March. 


9 


8 


17 


13 


2 


2 


• » • 


• • • 


3 


1 


1 


• • • 


• •• 


5 


Under consideration. 


11 


8 


19 


18 


• • • 


1 


• • • 


• »• 


5 


• • • 


. 1 


a • a 


a •• 


6 


Granted, 27th October. 


8 


7 


15 


3 


3 


9 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


1 


2 


• •• 


• • a 


5 


Declined, 27th February* 


U 


8 


19 


4 


15 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


4 


• ■ • 


• • a 


• • • 


6 


Declined, 19th February- 


11 


7 


18 


... 


• •• 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• mm 


• • • 


• • • 


a a a 


a • a 


6 


Declined, 18th June. 


J6 


20 


36 


16 


1 


10 


9 


• •• 


4 


1 


2 


3 


• • a 


10 


Granted, 31st October. 


7. 


10 


17 


1 


• • • 


16 


• • • 


• »• 


1 


• • • 


8 


■ a a • • 


a • • 


9 


Declined, 22nd December. 


12 


13 


25 


7 


12 


• • • 


• • • 


6 


2 


4 


• • • 


• •m 


2 


8 


Granted, 12th October. 


3 


14. 


17 


14 


3 


• • • 


• •• 


• »• 


5 


1 


* • • • 


• ••• ■ 


• a • 


6 


Declined; Half-time School offered",. 






























14th October. 


8 


5 


13 


2 


11 


• •• 


• • • 


• •• 


1 


3 


a a a 


a •• 


• •• 


4 


Declined, 26th September. 


10 


10 


20 


18 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


5 


• • • 


• • • 


• a a 


1 


6 


Declined, 22nd August. 


6 


9. 


15 


10 


• • • 


5 


• ♦ • 


• • • 


3 


• • • 


1 


• • • 


■ • • 


4 


Declined, 4th November. 


10. 


8 


18 


3 


4 


• 
• •• 


7 


4 


2 


1 


• * • 


2 


1 


6 


Granted, 26th May. 


8 


8 


16 


16 


• • • 


• • • 


• »• 


• •• 


7 


• ♦• 


• • • 


• •• - 


a « a 


7 


Declined, 24th August. 


8 


13 


21 


18 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


8 


• • ■ 


• •• 


a •• 


• a • 


8 


Declined, 31st July. 


24 


21 


45 


17 


27 


• • • 


• • • 


1 


7 


11 


• •• • 


• • • 


1 


19 


Public School granted, 17th Sept. 


7 


15 


22 


• • • 


22 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


7 


• » • 


• • a 


* • • 


7 


Declined, 8th April. 


14 


20 


34 


25 


6 


• • • 


• • • 


3 


7 


2 


• >• 


• • • 


1 


10 


Public School granted, 4th August- 


5 


15 


20 


14 


6 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


6 


2 


... 


• •• 


• • a 


8 


Declined, 27th October. 


15 


7 


22 


22 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


5 


• • • 


• •• 


• a a 


a • • 


5 


Granted, 29th December. 


9 


8 


17 


2 


6 


# • • 


9 


• • • 


1 


1 


... 


3 


< a a 


5 


Declined, 31*t October. 


7. 


10 


17 


15 


2 


• • • 


• •• 


• •• 


5 


2 


• •» 


• r • 


• •a 


7 


Declined, 3rd February. 


7 


13 


20 


18 


2 


■ • * 


• • • 


• •• 


2 


6 


-••• 


• at 


••»•»• 


8 


Granted, 17th September. 


9 


15 


24 


4 


4 


13 


3 


• •• 


1 


1 


5 


1 


• • • 


8 


Granted, 30tb March. 


16 


9 


25 


• • • 


15 


4 


4 


2 


• • • 


7 


1 


1 


1 


10 


Granted, 4th November. 


7 


12 


19 


19 


• • • 


• • • 


*•« 


• • • 


6 


• • • 


• • a 


••• 


■ a a a 


6 


Half-time School granted, to be worked witlfr 
a similar School at Moona, 20th March. 


5 


10 


15 


3 


4 


4 


4 


• • • 


1 


1 


2 


2 


• it 


6 


Declined, 30th May. 


13 


11 


24 


15 


3 


3 


1 


2 


7 


2 


1 


1 


1 


12 


Granted, 17th February. 


18 


18 


36 


27 


5 


4 


• aa 


• • • 


9 


2 


1 


a •« - 


• • • 


• • • 


Granted, 19th August. 


8 


9. 


17 


10 


••• 


6 


• •« 


2 


3 


• • # 


3 


• a a 


2 


8 


Granted, 28th April. 


9 


15 


24 


23 


1 


• • • 


• •• 


• • • 


6 


1 


• •• 


a*a 


• • 9 


7 


Declined, 7th February. 


11 


13 


24 


. .»• a 


• • • 


• • t 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • « 


• • • 


• • ■ 


III 


10 


Granted, 13th April. 


8 

L 


7. 


15 


7 


... 


•-• • 


8 


• •• 


2. 


• • • 


• • • 


2 


• • • • 


4 


Under consideration. . 



n 
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at Fhee. 



-a 

sac 



'• 



VotaL '■ CLE. B.G P*es. We*,' Oca. 



I 



Hernani j Fitzroy 

ILJaroo,,,.- . : Cambewarra 

Kangiara Creek ' Tangmaogaroo 



miles. 



Kockibitoo 
Kooroongal........... 

Lintondale 

Macleay Entrance 

Handalong 

Manilla, Central,,, 
Meglo 



jCemganowery 

Jlerton ,, 

Merryrale 

Moore Creek ... 
Moequito Creek 
Mulla Creek ... 



Kongay Creek 

Norayille 

Norton's Gap.. 

Numbugga 

Perico 



Pipeclay Creek . 
Pretty Pine .... 

-<}uambone 

Ranger's Valley 
Bhyanna... ....... 

Riley 

Scabbing Flat.... 



-Six-mile Creek 

-8killion Flat 

Spring Creek 

'Springwood North 

"Stanum 

Stookinbingal West 

Swan Bay , 

Sylyania 

Taylor's Arm 

Tolarno , 

Tomboy 

Tootal , 

Tuoklan Valley 

Wakefield , 

Warregal 

Wattleyale , 



Wedderburn 
Wirrabelah.., 



Wollumbin 

Wolumla North. 

Woy Woy 

Yarangobilly .... 
Yaneo Creek .... 

Yarrow 

Yarrari 



Qimmain i 10 



Bringagee 

Xemora «.•«••.., 

Jeneyrille , 

MandaloDg 

Upper Manilla 
Tuena 



Cowra 

Corowa 

MoronglaCreek,rta Cowra 

Bendemeer 

Warialda , 

Moonbi , 



Hickey's Creek 

Wyee 

Casino 

Numbngga 

Perico 

Cowra 

Pretty Pine 

Qoambone 

Dundee Railway Station.. 

Goulburn . 

South Woodburn 

Teralga 



Pambula 

SkillionFlat 

Bingara .., 

Springwood 

The G-ulf, via Emmayille 

Stockinbingal 

Karnah 

Sylyania 

Macksyille 

Menindie 

Braidwood 

TbeRock 

Tallewang 

Fassifern 

Forbes 

Bookham — 



Campbelltown 
Qunnedah ..... 



Murwillumbah 

Bega 

Woy Woy , 

Tumut 

Narrandera 

Red Range...... 

Gunned ah , 



18 
5 
H 

• • • 

10 
5 

12 
6 
6 
5 
5 



5 
10 

4* 
... 

6 
14 
10 
40 

5 

5 

5* 

2 

7 
21 



2* 

7k 
30 
6 
8 
5 
3 
5 
5 

6 
3 

6 



20 

12 

6 



I 



7* 18 13 
4 13 . 10 ' 
11 . 7 



9 


. 8 


10 


! 6 


8 


6 


10 


12 


10 


6 


11 


6 


10 


7 


12 


7 


8 


9 


12 


8 


6 


8 


7 


11 


9 


10 


11 


12 


6 


7 


9 


16 


13 


14 


17 


8 


14 


9 


8 


7 


9 


6 


4 


16 


9 


10 


14 


9 


8 


16 


6 


10 


17 


15 


8 


13 


12 


9 


8 


6 


16 


11 


9 


8 


9 


16 


6 


13 


8 


11 


5 


8 


18 


10 


9 


10 


7 


12 


10 


9 


5 


9 


18 


9 


12 


12 


17 


13 


14 


9 


17 


14 


5 


12 


12 


12 


12 


10 


16 


16 



31 
23 
18 
17 
16 
14 
22 
16 
17 
17 

19 
17 
20 
14 
18 
19 

23 
13 
25 

27 
20 
23 
15 
15 
20 
19 
23 
24 

16 
32 
21 
21 
14 
27 
17 
25 
19 
19 
13 
28 
19 
19 
19 
14 

22 
24 

30 
23 
31 
17 
24 
22 



10 
3 

22 
6 
5 

19 



17 
9 
6 

12 

• • • 

1 
9 

4 

• • • 

2 

10 
8 
3 

4 

14 



9 

8 
3 

7 
7 
4 
9 



8 



2 
17 



19 



9 - 2 

3 6 
9 

12 

13 ... 

o ••• 

3 ... 

5 3 

13 ... 

X i ... 



I 
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1© ... ■ 

10 1 8 1 
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3 i 

5 I 
9l 

4 < 
3 
9 

6 

9 

7 
13 
18 
15 

4 
13 

6 
15 

7 

6 

4 
14 
11 

7 

4 
16 

6 
20 
18 
11 
••• 
13 
17 
12 

5 

8 
10 
19 

9 

9 

5 

4 

11 
9 



9 



3 
3 
5 



4 

10 

6 



10 

1 

4 

14 
3 

• • • 

11 

• • • 

3 



• •• 


• •• 


••« 


6 


••• 
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••• 


2 
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• •»• 


••• 


4 
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••• 
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... 


. »• 


... 


••• 


••• 
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. .. 
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... 
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• • • 
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• • • 
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9 


••• 


••• 


••• 


••• 
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2 
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2 


6 
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••• 


••• 


7 


6 


5 
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••• 
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2 


••• 
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4 


6 


• •• 


• •• 


• ■• 
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2 
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••• 
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6 


3 
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II — continued. 



Number of Children promised to Attend. 



Girls. 



Total. 



C.E. 



R.C. 



Pres. 



Wes. 



Ore. 



Number of Parents or Guardian 
undertaking to send Children. 



CIS. 



R.C. 



Pres. 



Wes. 



Ore. 



Total 



Minister's Decision. 



18 
13 
11 

9 
10 

8 
10 
10 
11 
10 

12 
8 

12 
6 

7 
9 

11 

6 

9 

13 

17 

14 

8 

9 

4 

9 

14 

8 

6 

17 
8 

12 
8 

16 
9 
9 
6 
8 
5 

18 
9 
7 

10 
5 

13 
12 

17 
14 
17 
6 
12 
12 
16 



13 
10 
7 
8 
6 
6 
12 
6 
6 
7 

7 
9 
8 
8 
11 
10 

12 

7 

16 

14 

3 

9 

7 

6 

16 

10 

9 

16 

10 
15 

13 

9 

6 

11 

8 

14 

13 

11 

8 

10 

10 

12 

9 

9 

9 

12 

13 
9 
14 
12 
12 
10 
16 



31 
23 
18 
17 
16 
14 
22 
16 
17 
17 

19 
17 

20 
14 
18 
19 

23 
13 
25 
27 
20 
23 
15 
15 
20 
19 
23 
24 

16 
32 
21 
21 
14 
27 
17 
23 
19 
19 
13 
28 
19 
19 
19 
14 

22 
24 

30 
23 
31 
17 
24 
22 



20 

18 

10 

17 

3 

5 

9 

4 

3 

9 

6 

9 

7 

13 

18 
15 

4 

13 

6 

15 

7 

6 

4 

14 

11 

7 

4 

16 

6 
20 
18 
11 

• • • 

18 

17 

12 

5 

8 

10 

19 

9 

9 

5 

4 

11 
9 

10 
3 

22 
6 
5 

19 



2 

... 
8 

• • • 

9 
3 
9 
12 
13 
8 

13 
5 

13 
1 

• • • 

4 
9 

• • • 

17 
9 
6 

12 

• • • 

1 
9 

4 



10 
8 
3 
4 

• • « 

14 



9 
8 
3 

7 
7 
4 
9 



8 



2 

17 



19 



2 
6 



3 
3 
5 



4 

10 

6 



••• 
2 



3 



10 

1 

4 

14 

3 

... 

11 

• • • 

3 



2 

• • 

4 
•• 
1 



••• 
••• 



7 
5 
3 

• •» 
1 1 • 

• • • 

• •« 



11 



6 



. «• 
••• 
• •• 



2 

• • 

5 



••• 



4 



2 

• • 

4 



7 
5 
3 
6 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 
2 

2 
3 
3 
5 

6 
4 

1 
8 
2 
4 
2 
2 
1 
6 
4 
1 
1 
3 

2 
7 
8 
5 

3 

6 
5 
2 
4 
3 
6 
4 
3 
2 
1 



3 

2 

1 
7 
2 
2 
6 



1 

• • 

2 

3 
1 
3 
3 

4 
3 

3 
2 
5 
1 

i. . 
2 

2 

►•• 
7 
2 
2 

4 

1 
2 
3 



3 
4 
1 
2 

4 



3 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 



2 



1 
5 



1 
2 



••• 
i. » 
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••• 
••• 



1 
1 
3 



2 

2 
3 



1 
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4 

1 

• • 

2 
2 
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-• • 

1 

>• 
1 



2 
3 
1 



3 
1 

• • 

1 
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6 
5 
6 
6 
5 
8 
4 
6 
5 



. . • 


5 
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6 


• •• 


8 


• •• 


6 


• •• 


6 
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• • • 
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1 
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• • • 
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1 
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i • • 
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13 


• •• 
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10 


• •« 
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• • • 
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• • • 
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• • • 
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t • • 
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• • • 
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10 


• • • 
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• • • 
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• •• 
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• • • 
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• • • 
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1 
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• •• 
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• •• 
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• • • 
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• • • 


10 



Granted, 29th October. 

Granted, 13th July. 

Declined, 6bh May. 

Declined, 18th May. 

Under consideration. 

Under consideration. 

Granted, 14th October. 

Granted, 11th December. 

Granted, 80th July. 

Half-time School granted, to be worked 
with Junction Point, 10th March. 

Declined, 24th August. 
Declined, 13th January. 
Declined, 26th September. 
Under consideration. 
Granted, 21st May. 
Declined, Half-time Sohool offered, to be 
worked with Limbri, 9th July. 

Aid granted, 14th October. 
Granted, 18th August. 
Granted, 27th February. 
Declined, 30th March. 
Granted, 9th March. 
Declined, 27th October. 
Declined, 10th August. 
Declined, 26th September. 
Declined, 27th October. 
Granted, 18th January. 
Granted, 6th May. 
Declined, but Wowagin School to be re- 
moved to a new site, 10th March, 

Declined, 23rd April. 

Public School granted, 26th June. 

Declined, 30th May. 

Declined, 6th October. 

Granted, 20th April. 

Declined, 24th March. 

Declined, 21st March. 

Declined, 21st July. 

Under consideration. 

Declined, 27th November. 

Declined, 17th April. 

Granted, 29th July. 

Declined, 19th February. 

Under consideration. 

Declined, 13th February. 

Declined. Aid offered to half-time 

School, 15th September. 
Granted, 17th April. 

Declined. Half-time School granted, to be 
worked with Meermaul, 11th April. 

Granted, 18th June. 

Declined, 24th March. 

Declined, 20th October. 

Declined, 9th March. 

Granted conditionally, 18th April, 

Granted, 21st October. 

Declined, 27th October. 
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APPEN 

Applications for the establishment of Half- 



Name of Place. 



Post Town. 



It 

a 



Number of Children residing in the locality* 



Boys. 



Girls. 



Total. 



C.E. 



R.C. 



Pres. 



Wea. 



Ors. 



Belowra 

Blackbird Flat and Brock's Flat 



Burgoon .. 
Bur rapine 



Canangles and Edinboro 

Canimbla Creek and Merrigano- 

wery. 
Cardington 



Cox's River and Bimlow 



Digby and Goran Lake. 

Elimdale and Morago . 
Ellerston 



Felled Timber and Paling Yards 
Five Day Creek and Lagoon Creek 



Q-oogongs 
Handley . 



Humula South and Mount Airy 



Kingstown and Toryburn 



Legerton and Uriarra 

Mayfields and Royals 
Merryvale 



Moolarban 



Moona , 



Mount Palmer, Cooringoora .. 



Marengo 
Coomara 



Cumnock 
Burrapine 



Cargo 

Via Cowra . 

Cundumbul 
Cox's River. 
Gunnedah. . 



Deniliquin 

Ellerston, Moonan Brook 



Jerrong 
Camara 



Queanbeyan 
Bulgandra .. 

Humula ..... 



miles. 
••» 

(15 
\22 



■■■{ 

6 



{ 



3 

9 



25 i 

10 

( 
'"I 

»{ 

7 

n 



Kingstown 



Post Towns, 



Oberon 

Moron gla Creek. 



Rowley and Yarranbar. 

Sandy Creek 

Lower Taylor's Arm .... 
Wilga Grove 



Linburn 
Walcba 

Bingara 

Narrabri 



12 



{ 



{ 



Spring Creek 

Lower Taylor's Arm. 
DandaloD 



15 
15 

4 

5* 



12 



8 


7 


12 


7 


7 


4 


7 


5 


9 


1 


5 


5 


6 


8 


9 


6 


13 


8 


16 


6 


6 


9 


4 


6 


5 


4 


8 


7 


3 


12 


4 


2 


7 


10 


12 


6 


10 


4 


8 


5 


7 


3 


9 


5 


7 


6 


6 


13 


10 


1 


5 


4 


8 


9 


10 


6 


7 


9 



( 



12 



30 



10 
14 

8 

12 

6 
6 

8 

7 

6 

6 



9 
6 

7 
5 

8 

7 

12 
3 
4 
5 



15 


8 


19 


8 


11 


... 


12 


5 


10 


5 


10 


10 


14 


5 


15 


13 


21 


8 


22 


13 


15 


2 


10 


7 


9 


5 


15 


• • • 


15 


4 


6 


... 


17 


17 


18 


• • • 


14 


11 


13 


• • • 


10 


2 


14 


14 


13 


... 


19 


13 


11 


3 



7 
4 
5 
3 



9 

2 

13 

6 

13 
3 



17 

*. • 
3 
4 



9 
17 

16 

16 

19 

20 

15 
17 

14 
13 

20 



8 



7 
13 

16 
5 

17 
6 



14 
13 

9 



10 4 



10 
11 



6 

8 



11 



14 



4 
5 



3 



1 
3 

10 
4 



8 



• •• 



... 17 



5 



2 



••• 



.. 



13 
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dix in. 

time Schools, received during the year 1896. 



Number of Children promised to attend. 



oyB. 



Girls. 



Total. 



C.E. 



R.C. 



Pres. 



Wes. 



On. 



Number of Parents or Guardians 
undertaking to send Children. 



C.E. 



R.C. 



Pres. 



Wes. 



Ore. 



Total 



Minister's Decision. 



8 
12 

7 
7 
9 

5 

6 

9 

US 

16 

6 
4 

5 

8 

3 
4 

7 

12 

10 
8 

7 

9 

7 



10 

7 

10 
14 

8 

12 

6 
6 

8 

7 

6 

6 



7 
7 
4 
5 

1 

5 

8 
6 
8 
6 

9 
6 

4 

7 

12 

2 

10 

6 

4 
5 
3 

5 

6 



6 


13 


10 


1 


5 


4 


8 


9 



6 
9 

9 
6 

7 
5 

8 

7 

12 

3 
4 
5 



15 
19 
11 
12 
10 

10 
14 
15 
21 
22 

15 
10 

9 

15 

15 

6 

17 

18 
14 
13 

10 

14 

13 

19 
11 

9 
17 

16 
16 

19 

20 

15 
17 

14 
13 

20 

10 

10 

11 



8 

8 

> • • 

5 
5 



10 
5 

13 
8 

13 

2 

7 

5 

• • • 

4 

• • • 

17 

• • ■ 

11 

• • • 

2 
14 



13 
3 

7 
13 

16 
5 

17 
6 

4 



14 
13 

9 



8 



7 
4 
5 



9 

2 

13 

6 

13 
3 



••• 
4 



17 

••• 
3 
4 



8 



11 

• •• 

14 

7 



3 



4 
5 



••• 
... 

... 



7 
3 



1 
3 

10 

4 



17 



4 



4 



••• 
••• 

... 



••• i ... 



13 



2 

2 



2 



6 



••• 

••• 



. . • * •• 



3 

2 
1 

2 
1 
5 
3 
4 

1 
2 



2 

< • • 

1 

4 



3 

1 

3 
5 

4 
3 

4 
2 



4 
6 

2 

1 

3 

3 



3 
1 
1 



3 
1 
3 
2 

4 
2 



1 
1 



6 



2 



1 
1 



3 

•» 
1 
2 



2 



3 
2 



2 
3 
1 



2 



7 
7 
3 
4 
3 

2 

4 
6 
6 
8 

5 

4 

2 
5 

5 
3 

4 

7 

4 
4 
3 

4 

5 

5 
3 

4 
7 

4 
6 

5 

8 

4 

5 

4 
6 

4 

4 

6 

4 



Declined, 20th May. 

t Granted, 18th August. 

Under consideration. 
Declined, 4th November. 

J Granted, 28th February. 

j Granted, 10th December. 

Granted, to be worked with Cun- 
dumbul, 23rd April. 

> Declined, 16th June. 

> Granted, 11th April. 

~) Provisional School at Elimdale 
) granted, 80th March. 
Declined, 28th July. 

J Granted, 21st September. 
| Declined, 12th March. 

Granted, 16th October. 

Granted, to be worked with Ulandra, 
23rd July. 

i Granted, 1st April. 
I Granted, 19th. February. 

| Granted, 7th July. 

Granted, 26th September. 
Granted, to be worked with Morongla 

Creek, 7th September. 
Granted, to be worked with Dexter 

Springs, 21st October. 
Granted, to be worked with a similar 
School at Emu Creek, 20th March. 



} 



Under consideration. 



Declined, 31st October. 
Declined, 28th October. 
Declined, 4th November. 
Declined, 17th November. 
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APPEK 
General Abstract of School Attendant* 



March Quarter. 

High Schools 

Public Schools 

Provisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools 
Evening Schools 

:Total 

* 

June Quarter. 

High Schools 

Public Schools 

Provisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools 
Evening Schools 



Total 

September Quarter. 

High Schools 

Public Schools 

Provisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools 
Evening Schools 

Total 

December Quarter. 

High Schools 

Public Schools 

Provisional Schools ... 

Half-time Schools 

House-to-house Schools 
Evening Schools , 

Total 



Boys. 



Number of Children on the Rolls. 



Girls. 



Total. 



C.E. 



R.C. 



Pres. 



Wes. 



Others. 



189 


249 


94,668 


85,878 


3,293 


3,131 


3,786 


3,292 


579 


503 


401 


13 


102,916 


93,066 


178 


243 


94,737 


86,672 


3,302 


3,179 


3,762 


3,297 


675 


603 


483 


17 


103,037 


93,911 


198 


246 


95,712 


87,139 


3,442 


3,256 


3,764 


3,300 


596 


522 


431 


15 


104,143 


94,478 


187 


234 


94,950 


86,379 


8,296 


3,177 


3,652 


3,255 


502 


436 


469 


13 


103,056 


93,494 



438 

180,54* 

6,424 

7,078 

1,082 

414 



195,982 



421 

181,409 

6,481 

7,059 

1,078 

500 



196,948 



444 

182,851 

6,698 

7,064 

1,118 

446 



198,621 



421 

181,329 

6,473 

6,907 

938 

482 



196,550 



205 

93,110 

3,188 

3,795 

560 

245 



101,103 



203 

93,902 

3,271 

3,713 

664 

281. 



101,934 



212 

94,380 

3,466 

3,737 

591 

243 



102,629 



196 

93,933 

3,331 

3,701 

508 

263 



101,932 



29 

24,516 

1,866 

2,242 

300 

84 



29,037 



27 

24,644 

1,883 

2,245 

303 

94 



29,196 



28 

25,053 

1,895 

2,232 

318 

79 



29,605 



22 

24,770 

1,804 

2,137 

259 

85 



29,077 



79 

19,332 

666 

536 

146 

16 



20,775 



76 

19,400 

649 

654 

139 

28 



20,846 



74 

19,«09 

633 

649 

128 

44 



21,037 



78 

19,509 

641 

561 

103 

49 



20,941 



45 

23,567 

505 

370 

50 

27 



24,564 



43 

23,482 

496 

393 

44 
64 



24,512 



53 

23,654 

488 

408 

52 

46 



24,701 



48 

23,281 

490 

389 

44 

41 



24,293 



80 

20,021 

199 

135 

26 

42 



20,503 



72 

19,981 

182 

154 

28 

43 



20,460 



77 

20,155 

216 

138 

29 

34 



20,649 



77 

19,836 

207 

119 

24 

44 



20,307 
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DIX VI. 

for each Quarter of the vear 1896. 



Average Daily Attendance. 


Amount of 
School Fees paid. 


Amount of School 
Fees in arrear. 


Free Pupils. 


Number of 

State 
Children. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


1 174*3 

16,888*2 

2,4143 

- 2,763-7 

4584 

214*2 


226*6 

59,3340 

2,3051 

2,431*5 

3998 

9-2 


400*9 
126,222*2 

4,719*4 

5,195-2 

858*2 

223*4 


£ s. d. 

686 14 

15,861 3 3 

549 1 11 

330 13 2* 

46 4 9f 

77 14 3 


£ 8. d. 


1 

11,856 

477 

284 

37 

53 


8 

11,224 

412 

234 

58 

13 


9 

23,080 

889 

518 

95 

66 




2,191 1 3 

44 1} 

45 1 3 
3 12 7} 

12 19 


1,717 
113 
119 

62 




72,9131 


64,7062 


137,619*3 


17,551 11 5 


2,296 14 3 


12,708 


11,949 


24,657 


2,011 


168*4 

68,314-8 

2,507-8 

2,8148 

471-9 

246*4 


2166 

61,046*4 

2,390-5 

2,494-0 

398*0 

107 


3850 

129,361*2 

4,898*3 

5,308-8 

869*9 

257-1 


642 12 
17,555 15 1 
, 618 18 2* 
377 19 3* 
53 11 9* 
94 19 3 




2 
12,609 

488 

308 

44 

59 


11,980 

441 

283 

57 

17 


2 

24,589 

929 

591 

101 

76 


i 


2,169 4 1 
41 6 7 
40 8 81 
3 3 H 
17 3 6 


1,766 

107 

126 

53 




74,5241 


66,5562 


141,0803 


19,343 15 7i 


2,271 6 


13,510 


12,778 

■ 


26,288 


2,042 


179*4 

70,5036 

' 2,6051 

2,898-3 

4823 

241*3 


222-9 

63,143-5 

2,486-1 

2,572*0 

4180 

11-3 


402-3 

133,6471 

5,091-2 

5,470:3 

900*3 

2526 


642 1 6 

16,599 4 9 

576 14 10} 

347 19 10* 

48 7 5 

65 10 9 


6 6 

2,351 4 10 

39 1 8k 

41 19 6} 

1 18 4} 

8 8 


12,668 

477 

308 

60 

48 


8 

11,919 

435 

272 

70 

15 


8 

24,587 

912 

580 

130 

, 63 




1,818 

104 

98 

70 

43 


f 

76,9100 


68,853*8 


145,763-8 


18,279 19 2 


2,448 18 5} 


13,561 


12,719 


26,280 


2,133 


r 

168*3 


2118 

62,2351 

2,395*5 

2,406*4 

343*5 

90 


8801 

133,0206 

4,840-3 

5,048-3 

754-0 

263*6 


604 16 
18,564 13 11 
623 4 
370 2 7i 
43 18 0i 
108 6 6 


3 3 
2,007 14 9} 
31 2 4} 
29 5 1 

16 3 
10 2 


1 

13,035 

485 

301 

57 

41 


8 

12,230 

479 

2C5 

69 

13 


9 

25,265 

964 

566 

116 

54 




70,785*5 

2,444-8 

2,641*9 

410-5 

254*6 


1,819 

109 

99 

53 






76,705*6 


67,601*3 


144,306*9 


20,314 17 5 


2,082 13 6 


18,920 


13,054 

• 


26,974 


2,080 
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3 17 3 
8 8 10 

80 2 
132 17 11 
16 2 
14 4 
123 12 2 

2 17 3 

1 17 1 

4 12 8 
46 17 a 

299 4 7 
6 12 8 
8 2 3 
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89 6 1 

2 12 3 
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appendix xn. 



THE CHIEF INSPECTOR'S REPORT, WITH ITS ANNEXES. 

In" view of the fact that during 1896 a great number of families left New South Wales for Western 
Australia and South Africa, it is a matter of satisfaction that an increase in the number of schools and 
scholars is reported. Of the 2,558 schools in operation in 1895, 91 were closed during that year or 
were allowed to lapse at its close, so that 2,467 were carried on to 1896. These, with the 102 new 
schools brought into operation, give 2,569 schools, representing 2,780 departments, as the record for 
1896. The net increase for the year is 11 schools, but only 9 departments, as 2 infant departments 
were closed. The Armidale and Grafton districts have progressed, the South Coast district has retro- 
graded, and the other districts have been practically stationary, as regards the number of schools. 

The following is the return of schools for the last five years : — 



Year. 


• 


Public. 




Provisional. 


» 


Half-time. 


House-to-house. 


Evening. 


TotaL 


1892 




1,708 




348 




341 




85 




15 


2,497 


1893 




1,700 




347 




369 




90 




9 


2,515 


1894 




1,667 




302 




449 




71 




14 


2,503 


1895 


* 


1,685 


• 


317 




483 




57 




16 


2,558 


1896 




1,698 




310 




497 




44 




20 


2,569 


Arranged in 


classes 


according to the average attendance at the end of the year, 


they are : — 


Class I. 


II. 


ill. 


IV. 


V. 


VI. 


VII. 


vni. 




IX. 


X Unclassified. TotaL 


1892 38 


34 


21 


54 


117 


195 


222 


315 




665 


283 


553 2,497 


1893 38 


37 


24 


53 


116 


205 


208 


322 




724 


227 


561 2,515 


1894 38 


36 


23 


64 


116 


209 


206 


311 




762 


209 


529 2,503 


1895 39 


36 


27 


64 


124 


198 


214 


370 




796 


165 


525 2,558 


1896 40 


36 


26 


62 


127 


198 


185 


335 




860 


193 


507 2,569 



At the close of 1895 there was accommodation for 237,933 pupils. During 1896, after providing for 
the loss caused by closing schools and abandoning old buildings, 1,421 additional places were supplied, 
raising the total accommodation to 239,354 places.* As the highest quarterly enrolment was 198,621, 
it is clear that in the aggregate the accommodation is ample. In spite of all care, cases of overcrowding 
will occur. In country districts the fluctuations of population are so great that it is imperatively 
necessary that most of the school buildings are of a temporary or make-shift character. The large 
number of small communities of only five or six families too often places the fate of a school in the 
bands of one or two parents. It not unfrequently happens that the removal of only one family 
imperils the continuance of the school, while the removal of two compels closing. Sometimes the 
reverse occurs. One or two new families come into a district, and the school-room that had hitherto 
been large enough becomes overcrowded. 

The following table shows the accommodation in each district : — 



District. 



Number of places at end 

of 1896, reckoned at 8 square 

feet for each child. 



Number of places at end of 

1896, reckoned at 100 cubic feet 

of air space for each child. 



Armidale 

Bathurst 

Bowral 

Goulburn 

Grafton «... 

Maitland 

Metropolitan 

Sub-metropolitan. . . 

Wagga Wagga 

Wellington ., 

Totals 



19,703 


17,959 


16,803 


16,704 


19,536 


18,702 


19,741 


17,251 


19,111 


18,923 


25,579 


27,202 


66,121 


67,840 


17,349 


16,174 


24,406 


24,408 


14,473 


14,591 


232,822 


239,354 
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The buildings generally are in good condition, and are well supplied with desks, forms, and other 
appliances. The Department has steadily become more liberal in its grants to small country schools, 
especially in the way of providing verandahs and water supply. Of course, this does not stop 
grumbling. The demands for expenditure are often unreasonable. It not unfrequently happens that 
for a school so small that the cost of its maintenance is barely warranted, applications are made for 
fencing, weathersheds, and other improvements that would cost a considerable sum. Many requests 
are made for fencing in the grounds of bush schools on the plea that children from a distance, will then 
ride to school, and leave their horses in the play-ground. Not only is it unreasonable to ask the State 
to incur expenditure for such convenience, but horses should not be allowed on school play-grounds, at 
any rate while children are about. Where there is a real want for . horse accommodation the parents 
interested usually have a working-bee, and put up a small stock-yard. 

The water supply, especially in the Plains districts, gives a lot of trouble. Bain falls so infre- 
quently that sufficient storage cannot be provided except at very great expense, and the smallness of 
the schools and the uncertainty of their duration put that out of the question. Every year water has 
to be purchased for many schools. It is surprising how eagerly wells or underground tanks are desired. 
Worse means for supplying schools could not be suggested. All underground water stores are liable 
to pollution, so, though the water is cool, it is a prolific source of disease. The iron tanks usually 
supplied are certainly objectionable, as the water they contain becomes heated, but they can be 
cleansed one by one, and thus the water kept comparatively pure. 

The lighting and ventilation of school buildings receive very careful attention, and little fault 
can be found with those erected in recent years. All that can be done to make the schools and their 
surroundings healthy and pleasant is done. 

Great expense has been incurred to secure a perfect cleaning of the urinals and water-closets. 
Many plans have been tried, and those patented by O'Brien have so far proved the best. It must, 
however, be borne in mind that the flushing apparatus is severely tried, at our large schools. In many 
municipalities the pan system is enforced, but as usually carried out is not suitable for schools. 

The difficulties arising from, the fewness of teachers' residences are increasing. As pointed out 
in former reports, the doubt as to the permanency of many of our schools prevents the Department from 
erecting dwellings, and too often there is not a house of any kind that the teacher can rent. The new 
arrangements made by the Public Service Board in valuing the vested residences have caused much 
discontent. There is hardly a teacher who is satisfied that his house is worth the rental put upon it. 

Teachers as a rule are good tenants, and keep the school premises in good order. Although the 
planting of trees and flowers is not so general, nor prosecuted with the same enthusiasm and diligence 
as when a bonus was given, there are still hundreds of school-grounds that are made beautiful by the 
labours of the teacher and his pupils. As in former years, the Inspectors have been charged with the 
duty of looking after the erection of small school buildings and the execution of minor repairs and 
improvements. This practice ensures both promptness and economy. 

The work done under the supervision of the Inspectors consisted of : — 

2 25^-*= ::::::::::::::::::::::::} totel ™ t ~w » » 

1 new residence ... „ 224 

3 weathersheds „ 27 

855 buildings repaired „ 6,346 17 10 

Enrolment and Attendance. 

The gross enrolment of pupils at all schools in 1896 was 251,821. 

Deducting 12 per cent, for multiple enrolments, the number of individual pupils on the books of 
the schools was 221,603. 

The following table gives the enrolment and average attendance for each quarter of 1896, together 
with the rates of increase or decrease : — 



Quarter. 


Enrolment 

in 

1895. 


Enrolment 

in 

1896. 


Increase 

for 

1896. 


Average 

daily 

attendance 

for 1895. 


Average 
daily 
attendance ' 
for 1896. 


Increase in 
average 

attendance 
for 1896. 


Percentage 
of increase 

of 
enrolment. 


Percentage 

of increase 

of 

average 

attendance. 


March 


191,778 
191,780 
194,113 
190,630 


195,982 
196,948 
198,621 
196,550 


4,204 
5,168 
4,508 
5,920 


136,526-8 
141,229-5 
140,227*5 
141,930-8 


137,619*3 
141,080-3 
145,763-8 
144,306-9 


1,092-5 

♦149-2 

5,536*3 

2,3761 


21 
26 
2-3 
31 


0*8 


June 


*01 


September 


3*9 




1-6 


Average 


192,075 


197,025 


4,950 


139,978-6 


142,192-5 


2,213-9 


2*5 


1-6 







* Decrease. 
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The percentage for each quarter was :- 



Quarter. 



Enrolment. 



Average Attendance. 



Number. 



Percentage. 



March 

June 

September 

December 

Year's average 



195,982 
196,948 
198,621 
196,550 



197,025 



137,619-3 
141,080-3 
145,763 8 
144,306-9 



142,192-5 



70*2 
71-6 
73-3 
73 4 



72 1 



Compared with 1895, there is an increase in the gross enrolment of 5,917, on the average 
quarterly enrolment of 4,950, and on the average daily attendance of 2,213*9. 

These results would have been much better but for the heat-wave that swept over the Colony in 
January, just as the schools were beginning the year's work. 

Of the children who failed to attend school for the seventy days each half-year, as prescribed 
by law, it was found necessary in the first half-year to caution the parents or guardians of 3,811, and 
in the second half those of 2,369. Prosecutions in the case of 1,291 children were authorised. The 
Department has been warmly supported by the police, but in too many cases the magistrates give too 
much heed to such plausible but unsatisfactory pleas as " taught at home," "attend night-school," 
"sick," and dismiss cases where exemplary punishment should be inflicted. 

The defects in the Public Instruction Act, as regards compulsion, to which attention has been 
so frequently invited still exist. They are : — 

(1.) To place the onus of proof of age and distance from school upon parents. 

(2.) Provision to deal with children of school age found loitering about the streets, wharfs, or 

parks during school hours. 
(3. ) Authority to obtain the names and addresses of all children of school age. 
(4.) Power to enforce the registration of all private schools, and to compel the teachers of the same 

to furnish accurate returns of enrolment and attendance. 
(5. ) Legal definition of what constitutes a day's attendance at school. 
Complaints are sometimes made to the Department and in the newspapers as to the number of 
children roaming about the streets. Although there is some ground for these complaints the Depart- 
ment is powerless under the existing law to remedy the evil. 



School Fees. 

The collection of school fees is one of the most troublesome duties that devolve upon the teacher, 
and is the one that most frequently brings him into conflict with the parents. The fact that the 
Legislative Assembly has passed a resolution affirming the principle of free education has led many 
persons to refuse to pay until compelled by legal action. They then become incensed against the 
teachers, who have merely obeyed the instructions of the Department. 

The total amount of fees collected and paid into the Consolidated Revenue was £74,865 12s. 5d., 
as compared with £73,319 12s. Id. in 1895. Cautions to pay were issued during the year to 1,940 
debtors, and it was found necessary to prosecute in 484 cases, with the result that the sum of £223 
8s. 3d. was recovered. 

Free education was granted to 28,420 pupils, an increase of 2,369 free scholars upon the returns 
of 1895. In addition to the grants for free education the sum of £2,849 6s. 4d., arrears of fees, was 
cancelled during the year. In all these cases full inquiry was made, and concessions were granted 
only in necessitous cases. 

Inspection. 

Several changes were made in the Inspectoral Staff during the year. Mr. Allpass retired, and 
his place was not filled up. This loss of an Inspector's services necessitated the abolition of an inspec- 
toral district and a redistribution of schools. Mr. W. Dwyer was granted leave of absence for nine 
months, and Mr. Waterhouse was in July transferred to the Head-mastership of the Sydney High 
•School. Mr. Dettmann, the Officer Commanding the Cadet Force, was deputed to take up Mr. Dwyer's 
work, and on the transfer of Mr. Waterhouse was appointed Inspector. Mr. Dettmann 's long and 
eminently successful career as a teacher marks him as specially qualified for the important work now 
placed in his hands. 

Mr. G. Hunt, a I A teacher, was appointed Acting Inspector for a period of four months. The 
retirement of so old and valued an officer as Mr. Allpass demands more than a passing notice. Mr. 
Allpass was brought from England by the National .Board of Education in 1855, and for over eleven 
years rendered distinguished service in the Peel, Mudgee, and Fort-street Schools, helping materially 
to build up our educational system. On the introduction of the Public Schools Act. in 1867, Mr. 
Allpass was chosen as one of the first Inspectors under the Council of Education. He discharged 
the important duties of Inspector of Schools for nearly thirty "years with marked zeal and efficiency. 
His unflagging industry, his promptitude in dealing with business, his matured judgment and clear- 
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headedness, won for Mr. Allpass the confidence of his official chief, while his unvarying kindness to 
teachers, and sympathy with their work, gained for him the esteem and affection of all placed under 
his supervision. 

The inspections continue to be of the most thorough and searching character. In the case of 
every school the Inspector has to inquire into and report upon its material condition, the organisation 
and discipline, its moral tone, the subjects and methods of instruction, the proficiency of the 
pupils, and the character and competency of the teacher. It is the duty of the Inspector to see 
that every school is adequately provided with working appliances, and that the teacher takes proper 
care of the school buildings and their equipment. 

While there is a steady improvement in the school furniture, and the supply of books is ample, 
it is a matter for regret that the need for strict economy does not admit of a liberal supply of maps, 
diagrams, and pictures. Pictures of trees, flowers, and animals, of natural scenery, of manufactures 
and industries, of magnificent buildings of historic places, tend to make a school attractive, to stimu- 
late inquiry, and to cultivate a love for the beautiful and grand. 

The teachers of some of the metropolitan schools have at their own cost, or by the aid of school 
concerts, done much to meet this longfelt want. In this praiseworthy object they have received 
substantial help from Mr. Woodhouse, the superintendent of drawing. The Model School at Fort- 
street sets a good example in this respect. 

Its walls are decorated with splendid photographs, illustrating the natural features of the 
Colony. The features of organisation, for which the teacher is responsible, are in nearly every 
instance reported upon in terms of commendation. The school-rooms are scrupulously clean, the 
grounds are kept clear of rubbish and litter, and the school stock is well preserved. Of course, there 
are exceptions ; but this is not surprising in so large a service. Notwithstanding the great importance 
that is attached to the accuracy, neatness, and regularity with which teachers keep their school records 
and furnish their returns, and the explicit directions given for their guidance, as well as the clearly- 
. expressed penalties for errors or falsification, there are still some found who give trouble by their 
neglect or carelessness ; and during last year three teachers, who narrowly escaped dismissal, were 
severely punished for falsification of records and returns. 

In the classification and occupation of pupils steady improvement is manifest. Faults that have 
been described in former reports are gradually disappearing, and the provisions of the Standard of 
Proficiency are more faithfully observed. This standard has now been in force for several years, and 
is found to work well. It has tended to secure a very desirable uniformity as regards the subjects of 
instruction ; it opposes an effectual barrier to errors of classification ; it requires a systematic study 
and arrangement of lessons ; and it furnishes the Inspector with a safe means of comparing different 
schools. The proficiency required is admittedly high, but is not unattainable ; and those teachers 
whose pupils satisfy its conditions deservedly rank high in their profession. 

It is pleasing to note that the Inspectors are unanimous in testifying to the good disciplinary 
condition of our schools. The importance of this cannot be overestimated, for let a school be well- 
ordered and well-governed, there is some guarantee that it will be well and efficiently taught. The 
government is usually mild, more dependence being placed on moral suasion and personal influence 
than on punishment. It is in this particular that the teacher may most truly be said to make the 
school. If the teacher is orderly in his own habits, upright, just, and firm in his dealings with his 
pupils, he will have little trouble in governing ; but if he is lax in his habits, fitful in temper, wanting 
in moral fibre, or partial in his decisions, no amount of severity will secure the order and attention 
indispensable to success in school-work. The regulations as to corporal punishment are faithfully 
observed by most teachers. Well-founded complaints are rare ; but when a teacher has been proved 
to have punished without cause, or with undue severity, he has been severely dealt with. Sometimes 
teachers are called upon to deal with cases of misconduct of pupils away from the school premises. 
Doubtless, a sound whipping administered to the offenders would in most instances have a very salutary 
effect ; but the teacher who inflicts it runs great risk of being prosecuted at the Police Court. 
. Teachers have no legal authority outside the school premises, though the influence of a good discip- 
linarian is always sufficiently far-reaching to secure orderly conduct on the part of the pupils when 
going to or returning home from school, a willing obedience to law, and a due consideration for the 
views and feelings of others. 

The number of pupils examined was 154,868, an increase of 1,752 over the return for 1895. 
The increase would have been greater but that the Inspectors were instructed not to give notice of 
their visits. Of the 2,780 schools in operation during some portion of the year, 2,763 were fully 
inspected ; the 17 not inspected were either closed early in the year or were opened after the Inspector's 
visit to the locality in which they arc situated. The reduction in the staff, and the increase in the 
number of schools and pupils, render second inspections impossible, except in special cases. 

The following are the details of inspection : — 



Year. 


No. of 
schools. 


No. of 

schools 

inspected. 


No. of 

schools 

not inspected. 


No. of 

pupils 

examined. 


No. of 
Inspectors. 


1894 
1895 
1896 


2,719 
2,771 
2,780 


2,695 
2,757 
2,763 


24 
14 
17 


142,405 
153,116 
154,868 


34 
34 
33 
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The particulars for each diatrict stand thus : — 



District. 



Armidale 

Bathurat 

Bowral 

Goulburn 

Grafton 

Maitland 

Metropolitan , 

Sub-metropolitan 
Wagga Wagga .., 
Wellington , 



Totals 



No. of 
Inspectors. 



4 
3 
3 
4 
3 
3 
4 
2 
4 
3 



33 



No. of 
schools. 



356 
260 
258 
399 
326 
245 
208 
153 
331 
244 



2,780 



No. of 
schools 
inspected. 



No. of 
schools not 
inspected. 



356 
259 
257 
391 
326 
244 
206 
153 
329 
242 



2,763 



1 
1 

8 



1 
2 



2 
2 



17 



No. of pupils 
examined. 



12,513 
10,389 
11,019 
11,362 
11,725 
16,739 
48,408 
11,867 
12,739 
8,107 



154,868 



The inspected and uninspected schools were : — 



Public 



Provisional. 



Half-time. 



House-to- 
house. 



Evening. 



Total. 



Inspected ... 
Uninspected 



Totals 



1,907 
1 



1,908 



304 
6 



310 



493 



5 



498 



44 



44 



15 
5 



20 



2,763 
17 



2,780 



Of the 2,763 schools inspected, 2,624 reached the standard or exceeded it. This is about 95 per 
cent, on the whole, and is an advance upon all previous results. 

The following tables show the proficiency of all schools inspected : — 



Publie- 

2. Not do do do 


Below 
Standard. 


Up to 
Standard. 


Above 
Standard. 


Total 


38 
4 

15 
25 

39 
15 

1 
1 

• • • 

1 


63 
3 

15 

7 

24 
5 

3 
1 

1 

• • • 


1,780 
19 

206 
36 

380 
30 

37 

1 

8 
5 


1,881 
26 


Provisional — 

1. In operation a full year at time of inspection 


236 


2. Not do do do 


68 


Half-time — 

1. In operation a full year at time of inspection 


443 


2. Not do do do 


50 


House-to-house — 

1 . In operation a full year at time of inspection 


41 


2. Not do do do 


3 


Evening — 

1. In operation a full year at time of inspection 


9 


2. Not do do do 


6 


Tnt.ala 




XvvaiB 

1 . In operation a full vear at time of inspection 


93 
46 


106 
16 


2,411 
91 


2.610 


2. Not do do do 


153 








139 


122 


2,502 


2,763 



Or summarised- 



Class of School. 



Above 
Standard. 



Up to 
Standard. 



Below 
Standard. 



Total. 



Percentage 

up to 
Standard in 

1896. 



Percentage 

up to 
Standard in 

1895. 



Public 

Provisional ... 

Half-time 

House-to-house 
Evening 

Totals 



1,799 

242 

410 

38 

13 

2,502 



66 


42 


22 


40 


29 


54 


4 


2 


1 


1 


122 


139 



1,907 

304 

493 

44 

15 

2,763 



97 
86 
89 
95 
93 

95 



97 
82 
89 
91 
93 

94 
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Attainments of Pupils.— The following table gives the number of pupils examined in each 
subject, and the number and percentage of passes : — 



Subjects. 



Reading — 

Alphabet 

Monosyllables . 
Easy Narrative 
Ordinary Prose 



Totals. 



Writing — 

On slates 

In copy books and on paper. 



Totals. 



Dictation 



Arithmetic — 

Simple rules 

Compound rules 
Higher rules 



Totals 



Grammar — 
Elementary 
Advanced.. 



Totals. 



Geography — 
Elementary 
Advanced ,. 



Totals. 



History — 

English 

Australian 

Scripture and Moral Lessons 

Object Lessons 

Drawing 

Music 

French 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Trigonometry 

Needlework 

Drill 

Natural Science 



Estimated Proficiency. 



Total number 
examined. 



Number passed. 



10,807 
35,522 
48,633 
59,906 



154,868 



60,939 
93,439 



154,378 



122,291 



91,452 
38,323 
23,456 



153,231 



31,833 
31,450 



63,283 



29,523 
33,769 



63,292 



62,424 

12,981 

149,306 

147,788 

148,896 

141,593 

2,549 

8,609 

3,183 

6,546 

2,902 

88 

55,475 

146,738 

7,059 



Percentage up to or 
above standard. . 



8,132 
29,330 
41,803 
52,963 



132,228 



51,348 
81,218 



132,566 



96,943 



70,321 
27,399 
16,662 



114,382 



23,738 
23,338 



47,076 



22,756 
26,177 



48,933 



45,096 


72 


9,443 


72 


115,558 


77 


115,803 


78 


119,114 


79 


112,772 


79 


1,920 


75 


6,466 


75 


2,505 


78 


4,427 


67 


2,095 


72 


67 


76 


49,287 


88 


120,642 


82 


5,608 


79 



75 

82 
85, 
88: 



86 



84 
86 



85 



79 



76 
71 
71 



74 



74 
74 



74 



77 
77 



77 



In reviewing the above table it must be borne in mind that the standard provides for the 
ordinary Public School course and for the instruction in the Superior Public Schools. 

The ordinary course is followed in all schools, and every pupil must be examined in the pre- 
scribed subjects. The aim of the ordinary course is not to teach much, but to teach thoroughly. It 
is regarded as of primary importance that every child should read fluently, spell correctly, write 
legibly, and calculate accurately. In this light the table just given affords satisfaction ; high and 
steadily-improving results are shown in reading, writing, dictation, and arithmetic. 
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A decided advance is exhibited in the results of the examination for certificates of exemption. 
14,767 pupils were examined, and 8,800, or 59 per cent., passed. The best results, 72 per cent., were 
gained in the Maitland District ; the lowest, 48 per cent., came in the Tamworth District. 

Several of the Inspectors report that the issue of these certificates leads to the withdrawal of 
pupils from school at too early an age, but I think that the careful and thorough teaching that the 
examination demands more than outweighs the evil referred to. Besides, the mere possession of the 
certificate proves that the pupil has received a good elementary education. 

In reading, the best work is done in the middle and lower classes. In the upper classes there 
is a tendency of some teachers to devote too much time to the derivation and meanings of words and 
consideration of the subject-matter. No doubt one object of the reading lesson is the communication 
of general knowledge, but this must not be indulged in to the neglect of such points as the cultivation 
of a clear ringing enunciation, proper emphasis, fluency, and expression. The fifth classes read the 
special book prescribed for English at the Junior Examination, but this course has its drawbacks. 
. Sometimes the book appointed is not suitable for school use, and too often the words of Shakespeare 
. and Milton are repeated with no more attempt at elocution than infants display in repeating tables or 
.the alphabet. Writing, as a rule, is carefully taught. Some allowance must be made for the teachers 
of small country schools which contain several classes, including a large proportion of infants. There 
is a danger here that the pupils at writing will be left to themselves while the teacher is occupied 
with the other classes, but the practice of untaught, slovenly writing cannot be permitted. To show 
what can be accomplished by a careful teacher, it may be mentioned that in a recent competition the 
highest prize, a gold medal, was won by a pupil of a small country school where there is only one 
teacher. A good many children suffer in their handwriting from having no copy-books, sometimes for 
long intervals. The parents are often too poor to provide the necessary 2d., or are too indifferent to 
the child's welfare to do so. Teachers in the country often report that they cannot procure suitable 
books, and hence have been compelled to oupply them themselves. 

In some of the large schools it has become the practice to work sums upon paper instead of on 
slates. Though this is a decided improvement, especially as a matter of cleanliness, a habit of 
scribbling will be cultivated unless very great care is taken. Distinct improvement is noticeable in 
the teaching of arithmetic. The passes now reach 76 per cent, in the lower grades and 71 in the 
-higher. Teachers now give more care to the exposition of principles and to the selection of properly 
graduated exercises. Mental arithmetic is more regularly, taught, but too great attention is given to 
-purely mechanical questions. In every class short practical questions calculated to make the children 
think before the result can be recorded should be given at every lesson. It would be well for our 
teachers to give more problems bearing upon square and cubic measure and measures of capacity. I 
have had complaints from parents that children attending good schools could not assist them in such 
•matters as areas of land, length of fencing, contents of tanks, quantities of farm produce, &c. 

There is nothing calling for special remark in any of the other subjects, except, perhaps, object 
lessons. Though the lessons are well given, and are made to play an important part in the intellectual 
training of our pupils, I should like to see more variety in the selection of subjects, and greater 
originality in the way in which they are presented. Even in the lower classes children may learn the 
explanation of the mechanical phenomena of nature, and applications of the same principles in 
invention, as, for example, gravitation in falling bodies, the part it plays in the pump and the 
pendulum ; cohesion in mud, clay, glue, paste, mortar, and cement ; capillary attraction in lamp- wicks, 
sponges, sugar, the sap in plants ; the applications of lifting by the lever, pulley, inclined plane, wedge, 
and screw ; heat in the sun, combustion, friction, steam, cooking, clothing, &c. ; the phenomena of 
light, electricity, magnetism ; the explanation of such mechanical devices as spectacles, telescopes, 
photographic cameras, the telegraph, the dynamo. To these should be added lessons on the laws of 
health, the necessity for fresh air, pure water, wholesome food, and due attention to sanitation. The 
time has arrived when such books as Walker Object Lessons may be relegated to the dust-heap with 
Mavors Spelling Book and other school-books of a bygone age. 

Infant Schools and Kindergarten. 

Our Infant Schools form a prominent and highly popular and efficient branch of our educational 
system. The young children are not only taught the three R's well, but they are trained to observe 
and reflect. Those who pass through the Infant Schools usually make more rapid progress through 
the primary departments than those who have not been so privileged. In many Infant Schools the 
characteristic features of the Kindergarten have been introduced, and its leading principles pervade all 
of them. That this is nothing new may be seen from the following extract from the Report of the 
National Board of Education for the year 1856 : — 

'* In the lowest department, called the Babies' School, children are received whose ages range 
from 2 to 5 years, provided they are able to talk. Here their formal instruction may be said to com- 
mence, and the methods adopted are those which experience has proved to be best suited to develop 
and strengthen the dawning intellect. An attempt has been made, to introduce, with the modifications 
necessary to the peculiar circumstances of the school, the system of F. Froebel, the originator of the 
Kindergarten. It has not been deemed expedient to adopt Froebel views in their integrity, many of 
his notions being impracticable with Australian children. But his fundamental principle of mingling 
employment with instruction, and [combining amusement with both, has been successfully observed. 
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This department is very popular with the parents, because their children are therein afforded oppor- 
tunities of healthful exercise and recreation. They also receive that moral training that their tender 
years permit. " 

All our Training School students] receive thorough training in the theory and practice of 
Kindergarten work. 

Superior Public Schools. 

These now number 100, 2 having been added during the year. These schools, which are scattered 
all over the Colony, continue to do very good work. At practically no cost to the State they bring 
the foundation of a secondary education within reach of the intelligent children of the masses, and 
enable boys and girls who could not under any circumstances attend the High Schools or the Grammar 
Schools to qualify for such examinations as the Junior of the University of Sydney.. In the fifth 
classes of these schools the Inspectors examined 5,451 pupils in the advanced subjects. The satisfactory 
results reported by the Inspectors are corroborated by the University. At the University Examina- 
tions of the year, 368 Public Schools passed the Junior and 5 the Senior, gaining 26 Matriculation 
passes. At the Honors Matriculation Examination, held in November, 19 passed, 



The schools deserving honorable mention are : — 

Fort-street 71 

Grafton 17 

Stannic re 17 

Newcastle 12 

Glen Innes 9 

Cleveland-street 9 

Newtown 9 

Paddington 9 



Bowral 8 

Burwobd 8 

Bathurst 7 

Parramatta South 7 

Chatsworth Island (> 

Crown-street ft 

Leichhardt (> 

Ballina ' 5 



Colony. 



The Model School at Fort-street occupies the proud position of topping the list for the wholo 



High Schools. 



The number of High Schools in operation in 1896 was the same as for the previous year. The 
one at Bathurst, though very efficiently conducted, is so poorly supported that its closing at an early 
date is inevitable. In June last, Mr. Joseph Coates, who had been Head Master of the Sydney Boys' 
School, retired from active work in consequence of impaired health. All connected with the Depart- 
ment learned with sorrow that Mr. Coates died about three months after his retirement. Mr. Coates, 
though a very strict disciplinarian, was always popular with boys, and, as long as his health stood, 
was a very efficient teacher. Mr. J. W. Waterhouse, M.A., was selected to fill the vacancy caused 
by Mr. Coates* retirement. Mr. Waterhouse for several years conducted the East Maitland High 
School with great success, and more recently filled the position of Inspector of Schools. 

The attendance is given below : — 



School. 



Total 
Enrolment. 



Average Quarterly 
Enrolment. 



Average Daily 
Attendance. 



Pees received. 



Sydney (Boys) 

„ (Girls) 

Maitland (Boys) 

(Girls) 

Bathurst (Girls) 

Total 

The figures for 1895 were 



169 

212 

91 

72 

33 



577 



603 



119 

165 

69 

54 

24 



431 



468 



109 8 

1521 

62*8 

48*4 
18*9 



392 



4301 



£ s. d. 

785 8 

1,154 9 6 

299 5 

223 13 

113 8 



2,576 3 6 



3,206 14 



Scholars and Bursars. — The number of Scholars and Bursars in attendance at each High School 
during December quarter is given below : — 

School. Scholars. Bursars. 

Sydney (Boys) 33 25 

„ (Girls) 43 24 

Maitland (Boys) 22 26 

(Girls) 24 9 

Bathurst (Girls) 10 3 

Totals 132 87 
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Each school was represented at the University Examinations, 
number of passes : — 



The following table shows the 



School. 



Junior. 



Senior. 



Matriculation. 



Sydney (Boys) 

„ (Girls) 

East Maitland (Boys) 
West Maitland (Girls) 
Bathurst (Girls) 

Totals . 



26 
29 
15 
11 
3 



84 



2 
6 
3 
2 



13 



18* 

14t 

lot 

6§ 



53 



* Of these IS matriculated at the Junior, and 1 at the Senior Examination. 

t Of these 6 „ „ 1 

J Of these 3 „ „ 3 

§ Of these 2 „ „ Examination. 



t* 

>» 



The following particulars may prove of interest : — 

Number of candidates who attended Entrance Examinations in 1896. 

Number of Scholarships awarded 

Number of Bursaries awarded >. 



774 
57 
43 



Cookery Instruction. 

The number of Cookery Schools in operation during the year was 15, an increase of 1 over the 
number for 1895. In the country, Orange, Bathurst, Albury, Bowral, Armidale, and Glen Innes were 
substituted for West Maitland, Goulbura, and Lismore ; while in the Metropolitan District, Rockdale 
was opened, and Red fern West, Balmain, and Blackfriars were closed. 1,302 girls attended the 
Cookery classes ; of these 1,166 were examined at the end of a term of instruction, and 1,143 passed 
the applied tests. The examinations were conducted by committees of ladies, who most generously 
came to the aid of the Department. Day after day, in the case of Newcastle for a whole week, these 
ladies attended at the school and watched the work of the girls with the most scrupulous care. The 
"various committees not only reported upon the work of the pupils, but made very valuable suggestions 
which have been adopted, and are embodied in the scheme now in operation. 

The eight teachers of cookery were included in the grading by the Public Service Board in 
June last. Since then, Miss Story, the senior teacher, has been transferred to the Technical College, 
and her place on the Public Schools staff taken by Miss Lance, the next in rank. To fill the vacancy 
Miss A. B. Wright, who has graduated at the Sydney Technical College and at the Glasgow Training 
School of Cookery, was appointed. 



The following is a list of the schools in operation during the year :■ 
Place. Remarks. Place. 



Remarks. 



Hurlstone Training College... Open all the year. 
Parramatta Industrial School 

Fort-street 

Petersham 

Paddington 

Rockdale 

Newcastle 

Wagga Wagga Closed April, 1896. 



>» 
>» 

J! 
>> 

» J 



Tamworth Closed April, 1896. 

Orange Closed August, 1896. 

Albury „ „ 

Armidale ,, ,, 

Bathurst Opened September, 1 896. 

Bowral 

Glen Innes 



»> 



>» 



>> 



t » 



For the future, it has been decided to have two Cookery terms in the year, to be concurrent 
with each school half-year, instead of three terms as hitherto. The course of lessons has also been raised 
to twenty-one, and several dishes not previously in the list — such as the preparation and cooking of 
poultry— have been included. By this means the programme has been improved and rendered more 
-suitable to ordinary family requirements. 

Manual Training. 

Manual training classes have been formed in connection with the Boys' High Schools at Sydney 
.and Maitland, and with the* Public Schools, Fort-street, Cleveland-street, Crown-street, Blackfriars, 
Sussex-street, and the schools at Goulburn. Maitland. and Newcastle. All the male students, also, 
are required to pass through the course. During 1897, on the completion of the Technical College 
buildings at Bathurst, similar classes will be formed in that important town. Teachers agree in 
testifying to the good effect the manual training has upon the boys ; the boys themselves like the work, 
and the parents are beginning to see that the knowledge and dexterity acquired by the boys can be 
turned to good account at home. The various Boys' classes had a total enrolment of 622 ; of these, 466 
attended the annual examination, and 394 passed. 
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Drill 

The duties of the staff of the Cadet Force have been arranged so as to bring the officers raore- 
into direct contact with the regular school-work. The officers visit schools in accordance with an 
approved programme, and give model lessons in military drill, physical and rifle exercises. For the 
benefit of teachers these lessons are supplemented by instruction classes on Friday evening. The 
scheme now in operation secures that every boy attending schools in the populous districts passes 
through a full course of military setting-up drill. 

In carrying out this scheme it was decided to locate an instructor at Newcastle, to give lessons 
in the schools about Newcastle and Maitland. Captain Mulholland was appointed, and his work has 
been most favourably reported upon by the Inspectors. 

Nor are the girls overlooked. Suitable drill and physical exercises have been arranged for 
them, and they show the benefit of such training by the decrease in the number of round and stooping 
shoulders, by their more erect and graceful carriage, and by a general improvement in health. 

Particulars about the Cadet Corps will be found in a separate report. 

School Libraries. 

The movement for establishing school libraries is spreading. Mr. Inspector Kevin, who has 
been specially active in this work, was in January last transferred to the Dungog District, and there 
has prosecuted the matter with such enthusiasm that 71 libraries, with over 5,000 books, have been 
opened. Several other Inspectors and a number of teachers have warmly taken up the cause, with 
such success that hundreds of schools can now boast of a library. The Model School again sets a 
good example by having a well-selected library of over 2,000 volumes. 

The good done by these libraries cannot be overestimated. Viewed from the school standpoint, 
they will give the children more practice in reading ; this will lead to wider knowledge, a more exten- 
sive vocabulary, and increased power of expression. 

Schools Athletic Associations. 

The Public Schools Athletic Association has met with conspicuous success during the year, and 
vigorously -conducted branches have been formed at Glen Innes, Tarn worth, Armidale, Newcastle, 
Maitland, and in the Hawkesbury District. These associations have done a vast amount of good in 
many ways, and have deservedly met with much popular support. The distinguishing feature of the. 
year is the impetus given to swimming in nearly all the schools in the Sydney and Newcastle Districts. 
Swimming clubs have been formed. Girls have taken up the matter as warmly as the boys. These 
clubs have 10,000 members. The scholars visit the baths under the supervision of the principal 
teacher or an assistant, and receive instruction from an expert. The advantages to be derived from 
this clean, healthy, and valuable exercise are generally admitted, and nothing connected with school 
work has met with such universal approbation as the encouragement given by the Department to 
swimming. Apart from the benefits to be derived from a reasonable indulgence in athletics, these 
sports make a pleasing break in the monotony of many children's lives, and a judicious variation of 
monotony conserves energy and postpones age. 

Teachers. 

The number of teachers employed in the Department's service on the 31st December last was 
4,442, a decrease of 35 on the record for 1895. There is an actual increase of 6 teachers, but there 
are fewer pupil- teachers by 41. The reduction in the number is caused chiefly by the change of small 
Public and Provisional Schools to Half-time, and the withdrawal of pupil- teachers from sixth- class 
schools that had ceased to maintain the required average of fifty. The unanimity with which the In- 
spectors bear testimony to the uniformly good character and conduct, loyalty, zealous and efficient dis- 
charge of duty of this large body of public servants is a matter for congratulation. I am pleased to be in 
a position to endorse this testimony. Every year I pay surprise visits to schools in town or country, 
and I very rarely find occasion to censure. During last September I visited 22 schools on the northern 
rivers, and in only 1 had I had occasion to find fault. The position of a teacher is a trying one — one 
that in a special degree causes his words and actions to be misunderstood and misrepresented. Not 
{infrequently a teacher makes enemies by his faithful observance of the Department's regulations. 
Sometimes he has to endure discomfort that only those who have lived long in the bush can under- 
stand. Still the position is honorable and important ; and, though in the lower grades the pay is 
small and the promotion slow, it is not without its advantages. A teacher thoroughly in earnest, 
imbued with a love for his work, will find great encouragement and pleasure in teaching. He will be 
looked up to and respected, and cannot fail to reap his reward. During the year several of our young 
trained teachers have been tempted by the offer of higher salaries to leave for Westralia and Queens-, 
land, and others have been transferred by the Public Service Board to other branches of the Civil 
Service in our own Colony. This transfer, carrying with it a higher salary, has caused a spirit of unrest 
and dissatisfaction among those of about the same standing who remain with us. 

I view with pleasure the formation of a Teachers' Institute, and the large measure of success 
that so far has attended its operations. The more teachers are brought into contact with each other, . 
the higher their mental condition will be raised, and the better will be the work done in our schools. 
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Number of Teachers of all grades employed on 31at December, 1896 :- 
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!, possessing high attainments and good practical skill, have raised many of 
i high standard. 

No material alteration has been made in the curricula of the Training Schools. Fort-street was 
attended by 26, and Hurlstone by 29 students. The students have been attentive to instruction, diligent 
in study, and with two exceptions, most anxious to win an honorable record. One student, for attempted 
copying at the examination, was expelled and reduced to the rank of pupil-teacher. As a reward for 
distinguished merit those students who at their final examination gain a classification of 2A With 
honors, will be awarded a scholarship at the University if they pass the Matriculation Examination. 

The position of Principal of Hurlstone. vacated by Miss Everitt, was conferred upon Miss J. 
Niooll, who had been Assistant since the establishment of the college. Miss E. Mallarky, a former 
student, holding a 2A classification, as well as University degree, was appointed Assistant. Both 
appointments were confirmed by the Public Service Board, and the ladies have proved themselves 
Worthy of their promotion. 



Technical Education. 



By the rt 



Mr. Maiden bad been Superintendent for over three years, and Curator of the Technological Museum 
for seventeen years. The Museum is really bis own creation. In Mr. Maiden I had a most loyal, con- 
scientious, and able colleague, and much of the success that has attended the operations of the Technical 
Education Branch is due to bis indefatigable industry and eminent qualifications. The Public Service 
Board placed Dr. Morris, the permanent Examiner of the Department, in charge of the Technical 
Education Branch, combining the two offices of Examiner and Superintendent of Technical Education. 
The work of the Technical College and its branches is carried on with unabated vigour and success, 
and the results, as disclosed by the examinations, are of a very gratifying character. Full details will 
be found in the Superintendent's report. 

Appended are the usual yearly reports furnished to me. 



Chief Inspector of Schools. 
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ANNEX A. 

Inspector Dawson's Report. 

The schools in my section of the Metropolitan District for the year 1896 numbered 19 Public and 6 
Evening Public Schools, the former comprising 48 departments. 

The quarterly enrolments and average attendances at these schools were : — March quarter, 
16,761 and 12,325 ; June quarter, 16,757 and 12,172 ; September quarter, 16,901 and 12,686 ; December 
quarter, 16,471 and 12,375. 

As a whole, the schools provide sufficient accommodation for the attendance, but there are 
several schools whose power of accommodation is fully taxed, and a few which require additional 
space. Extensive additions have been made to the schools at Crown-street and Neutral Bay, and a 
new Girls' Department is contemplated at Leichhardt. 

During the year no school was permanently closed ; two new Evening Public Schools were 
opened. All schools were fully inspected once during the year, and were visited besides for incidental 
inspection, and some for " ordinary" inspection. 

The whole number of pupils present at examination was 13,383. The percentage of passes in 
the important subjects was : — Reading, 83 ; Writing, 83 ; Dictation, 86 ; and Arithmetic, 69. 

The schools are all carefully organised and effectively disciplined. The teachers, 312 in all, 
have been faithful and laborious servants of the public. 

J. DAWSON, 
Sydney, 14th January, 1897. Inspector. 



ANNEX B. 

Inspector Thompson's Report. 

At the beginning of 1896 the schools at Balmain, Petersham, and St. Peter's were transferred to other 
inspectors, while those at Albion-street, Camperdown, Pyrmont, Padding ton, and Waverley were 
placed under my supervision. During the year an Evening Public School was opened at Pyrmont, but 
that at Plunkett-street was closed in February, on account of the small attendance of pupils. I have 
now, therefore, under my charge 22 Public and 3 Evening Public Schools. 

Accommodation, <fcc. 

The material condition of the school buildings in this section of the Metropolitan District is 
satisfactory, and the accommodation provided may be regarded as generally sufficient for ordinary 
requirements. 

Additions have been made at Gardener's Road and St. Leonard's North, and the Boys' School 
at Glebe is being enlarged. 

Attendance. 

The gross enrolment of pupils during the year was 20,601. The multiple enrolment amounted 
to 3,184. The actual enrolment was, therefore, 17,417. The annual average attendance was 10,930*6. 
The several quarterly enrolments and average attendances were as follow : — March quarter — 
Enrolment, 15,393 ; average attendance, 10,911*8. June quarter — Enrolment, 15,322 ; average attend- 
ance, 10,768*6. September quarter — Enrolment, 15,274; average attendance, 11,188*8. December 
quarter — Enrolment, 14,864 ; average attendance, 10,828. During the latter half of the year the 
average attendance reached nearly 73 per cent, of the enrolment. 

Inspection, 

All schools and departments (with the exception of Plunkett-street Evening, ^ which was 
[suddenly] closed early in the year) received regular inspection. The total number of pupils examined 
was 12,409. 

No department was below the required standard of 50 per cent, of maximum marks obtainable. 

One department was up to that standard, and the rest were above it. Thus the proficiency of 
the pupils was of a decidedly satisfactory character on the average. 

As a whole; the schools were well organised, the government judicious and effective, the 
teachers earnest in the discharge of the responsibilities and duties of their office. 

W. F. THOMPSON, 
27th January, 1897. Inspector, . 



ANNEX C. 

Inspector Willis's Report. 

During the year 1896 there were under my supervision 25 schools, viz., 22 Public Schools, 2 Evening 
Schools, and the school on board the Training Ship "Sobraon." These schools comprise in all 55 
departments. 

In this section the enrolment of pupils numbered 18,336, and the annual average attendance waa 
11,902. 
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Allowing 8 square feet per child, the. existing school-rooms afford, for the accommodation of the 
pupils, an aggregate of 15,131 places, while at the rate of 100 cubic feet of air-space per child, 17,798 
places are provided. 

Regarded generally, the buildings are in every way suitable for school purposes, and are in 
good repair. 

One of the Evening Schools was closed before the examination of its pupils could be arranged 
for, but the other 54 departments were fully inspected. Of these, 1 just reached the minimum marks 
necessary to gain a pass, and the other 53 departments were marked above standard. All but 2 of 
these 54 departments were found to be skilfully organised, judiciously governed, and effectively 
taught. 

The aggregate number of pupils examined was 13,606. These examinees did good work in 
reading, writing, dictation, music, and drawing ; but in English grammar, advanced arithmetic, and 
mensuration less than 60 per cent, of those examined were successful. In the other 11 subjects the 
majority of the examinees did satisfactory work. 

The Teachers of all ranks employed in this section during the year numbered 267. Of these 22 
Were Principal Teachers, 29 were Mistresses, 130 Assistants, 74 Pupil-teachers, and 12 Work 
Mistresses. These Teachers have performed their school duties successfully during the year just 
closed, and there is no doubt that their labours will be productive of at least as good results in the 
year 1897. 

M. WILLIS, 
18 January, 1897. Inspector. 

ANNEX D. 

Inspector Skillman's Report. 

In the beginning of 1896, 27 schools (comprising 48 departments) in the Metropolitan District were 
placed under my supervision. 

The school buildings then provided places for 11,833 pupils. During the year, additions capable 
of seating 231 children have been completed at Hurstville West and Kogarah. There is now sufficient 
accommodation for 12,064 pupils. 

The quarterly enrolments and average attendances were — March quarter, 11,010 and 7,816 ; 
June quarter, 10,973 and 7,662 ; September quarter, 10,882 and 7,936 ; December quarter, 10,907 and 
7,909 respectively. 

AIL the schools were fully inspected. Forty-four were found to be above the standard, 3 satis- 
fied it, and 1 (La Perouse) failed to gain the minimum percentage of marks required. 

The number of passes in the more important subjects were : — Reading, 83 per cent. ; writing, 
82 per cent. ; dictation, 74 per cent. ; and arithmetic, 69 per cent. 

9,042 pupils were present at inspection, of these 882 underwent the special examination for 
certificates, but only 414 were successful. 

It is to be hoped that an improvement in this respect will be shown in 1897. 

In the schools under my supervision are employed. 202 teachers of all ranks. 

They work well and conscientiously, and I have no fear of any retrogression during the ensuing 
year. 

H. SKILLMAN, 
28th December, 1896. Inspector. 



ANNEX E. 

District Inspector W. Dwyer's Report. 

The number of schools in operation daring the past year was 121, comprising 153 departments, of 
which 135 are Public, 4 Provisional, and 14 Half-time. 

These were all duly examined, and the results, as compared with the standard, show a state of 
efficiency in almost every respect, fully satisfactory, the proportion up to and above standard being 
about 93 per cent. 

The number of places available, according to the usual standards of measurement, is — floor-space 
17,422 and air-space 17,161 ; and the number of pupils enrolled last quarter was 14,178. 

The accommodation provided is, therefore, adequate in amount, and distributed in fair accord- 
ance with present requirements. 

A new school, now 7th class, was opened at South Bankstown in April last. 

The total number of pupils present at examination was 11,867, and their proficiency in all the 
subjects of instruction is above the standard, and reaches, in most cases, a high estimate. The details 
are fully set forth in the tabulated statements already furnished. 

The entire teaching staff of tin? district comprises 262 persons, of whom 128 are principal 
teachers, 14 mistresses of departments, 58 assistants, 57 pupil-teachers, and 5 work-mistresses. Only 
19 teachers and 4 pupil-teachers are unclassified. 

Having been absent on leave from February to October, I am not in a position to speak, from, 
personal observation, of the condition of most of the schools, or of their management ; but, judging 
from the few (11) which, on my return, reverted to me for inspection, and from the estimates of the. 
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Inspector (Major Dettman) who took my place, and of Mr. Inspector Pitt, I feel no hesitation in 
asserting that both the one and the other are as efficient and promising as could, under their various 
circumstances, be reasonably expected. 
« Mr. Inspector Pitt's report is forwarded herewith. 

WM. DWYER, 
Sydney, 16th January, 1897. District Inspector. . 



ANNEX F. 

Inspector Pitt's Report. 

The schools under my supervision for the year 1896 were 72 Public Schools, 3 Provisional Schools, and 
12 Half-time Schools. One school, the Cornwallis Public School, closed very early in the year, and 
was not inspected. With this exception, all schools under my charge were fully inspected. Two 
owing to inefficiency were submitted to re-inspection. The Pitt Town Co-operative Settlement Public 
School after regular inspection in June last was closed owing to the withdrawal of the settlers. A 
new school has been erected under my supervision at Kooree, lately called Blood Tree, at a cost of 
£30. Two schools are now being erected under the direction of the Architect at Beecroft and Arcadia, 
tnd are expected to be brought into operation at an early date. 

Accommodation. 

The' accommodation provided for the pupils in this section is ample, and suitable in character. 
At the close of this year the sitting-room shows material increase, and now affords adequate accom* 
inodation for upwards of 9,649 pupils. This is accounted for by the transfer of 16 schools from the 
Kogarah section. 

Attendance. 

The table hereunder sets forth the total enrolment, the average attendance, a percentage of 
attendance, school fees collected, and the number of free pupils for each quarter of the year. 



Quarter. 



Enrolment. 



Average Attendance. 



Percentage. 



School fees collected. ' Free pupils. 



March 

June 

September- 
December 



6,961 
7,225 
6,958 
6,868 



4,9314 
5,168*6 
5.174 4 
5,097*8 



70 
71 
70 
70 



£ s. d. 

618 7£ 

717 16 3 
642 2 

718 9 



1,112 
1,196 
1,148 
1,140 



Inspection. 

Every school in operation, with the exception of one, was fully inspected and incidentally 
visited when practicable. The (lirls' Industrial School at Parramatta was minutely inspected, with 
results of a highly pleasing character. 

The Teaching Staff. 

The teachers, as a body, are respectable, loyal, and intelligent. The pupil-teachers are well 
conducted, studious, and intelligent. 

Summary.. 

(a) A new school was opened during the year, two Public Schools were closed. 

(b) The works carried out during the year, and in progress under Architect's supervision — 

Erection of school at Beecroft. £ s. d. 

Erection of school and residence at Arcadia .: 429 7 11 

Penrith Superior Public — Improvements, &c 132 17 6 

Penrith ,, ,, Drainage, &c, works 130 

Arcadia Public — Clearing and fencing site 48 17 6 

Carlingford ,, Painting and repairs 39 15 

Kingswood „ Verandah and fencing, 5a. 6d. per rod ....;.:. 40 

Pitt Row ,, Painting and repairs 69 

(c) Minor improvements and repairs have been carried out under the Inspector's supervision to 
the extent of £70 during the year. 

The schools, as a whole, are well organised, the government judicious and effective. The 
teachers earnest in the discharge of the responsibilities and duties of their office, and the prospects for 
the incoming year hppeful and encouraging. 

Parramatta, 15th January, 1897. CHAS. JNO. PITT. 
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ANNEX G. 

District Inspector Bradley's Report. 

At the beginning of the year, consequent upon reductions and changes in the general staff of Inspectors, 
16 schools were transferred from the Muswellbrook section of the Maitland District to the Quirindi 
Section of the ArmidaJe District, and 5 of the outlying schools on the western limits of the Armidale 
District were transferred to the Wellington, District. Twenty new schools, all of the smaller kind, 
have been established within the year ; but eight similar schools that were open during 1895 were 
closed for 1896 through paucity of attendance. The net increase for 1896 will thus be 23, and the 
total number of schools in operation for the whole or some portion. of the year was 356. 

The work of improvement in connection with the erection of the smaller school buildings, and 
in additions and repairs has been carried on by the Inspectors with assiduity, no less than has been 
previously recorded ; but, as the need for such improvements has, owing to former efforts, become less 
frequent, so the expenditure thereon shows proportionate decrease. Fifteen new school-houses have 
been erected and two have been enlarged ; while repairs and improvements, more or less extensive, 
have been effected in connection with 67 school-buildings, and 16 teachers' residences. These works, 
with others arranged for, and approaching completion at the end of the year, involve a total expendi- 
ture of £l,478 13s. 8d. 

The increase in the seating accommodation at the end of the year amounts to 738 at 8 square 
feet, and 530 at 100 cubic feet per child, and the gross accommodation stands at 19,703 and 17,959 at 
the same rates of Allowance per pupil. The accommodation thus provided is ample in its relation to 
the gross enrolment, but there are some individual cases of overcrowding, the most important being 
that of Armidale where the provision of increased room has become a somewhat pressing necessity. 

Each school in the several sections of the District has received one full inspection during the year, 
but owing to the increase in the work of each inspector, the extensive areas to be traversed, and the 
restrictions imposed as to travelling expenses, only 5 have received a second or " ordinary" inspection. 
The condition of the schools inspected, taking all features of their management into account, is about 
on a par. with that of last year. During 1895, 9 per cent, of the schools failed to meet " standard" 
requirements, 4 per cent, just satisfied them, and 87 per cent, exceeded them. For the year just 
ended the corresponding percentages are 11, 3, and 86. In the matter of attainments alone, it is 
pleasing to note improvement in all of the more important subjects of instruction. Only in French, 
mensuration, Latin, and needlework are the percentages of passes lower than for the previous year, 
while in every other subject some measure of progress has been achieved. 

Of the more advanced pupils 1,008 were examined for exemption certificates, and 608, or 60 per 
cent., passed. The percentage of passes in the several sections of the district is as follows : — 

Armidale Section 69 per cent. 

Glen Innes Section 67 ,, 

Quirindi Section 58 „ 

Tamworth Section 48 ,, 

I am afraid that the disparity exhibited in these results is more the outcome of a want of uni- 
formity in the examinatory tests applied than of differences in the attainments of the pupils. With 
closer regard to the instructions issued relative to the conduct of these certificate examinations, I feel 
satisfied that more even results would have to be recorded. 

In all, 12,513 pupils were present at the regular examinations, a number 256 in excess of the 
record for last year. The following table shows the estimated proficiency of the pupils in the various 
subjects of instruction, and also the relation of the results to those of 1895 : — 







Estimated Proficiency. 




Subjects. 


Total Number 
Examined. 


Number Passed. 


Percentage 

up to or 

above Standard. 


Relation to 

Results of 

1895. 


Beading — 

Alphabet 


423 
3,065 
4,931 
4,094 


278 
2,596 
4,520 
3,927 


66 
85 
92 
96 


+ 3 


Monosyllables 

Easy Narrative 


+ 2 
+ 1 
+ 1 


Totals 


12,513 


11,321 


90 


+ 1 


Writing — 

On Slates 




5,183 
7,330 


4,762 

7,082 


92 
97 


+ 3 


In Copy-books and on Paper 


+ 2 


Totals 


12,513 


11,844 


95 


+ 2 


Dictation , 


10,071 


7,926 


79 


+ 4 


S 


■ * 
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Subjects. 



Estimated Proficiency. 



Total Number 
Examined. 



Number Passed. 



Percentage 

up to or above 

Standard. 



Relation to 

Results of 

1895. 



Arithmetic — 

Simple Rules 

Compound Rules 

Higher Rules 

Totals 

Grammar — 

Elementary ,...". 

Advanced 

Totals .... 
Geography — 

Elementary 

Advanced 

Totals ;..., 

History— 

English , 

Australian 

Scripture and Moral Lessons 

Object Lessons 

Drawing 

Music , 

French 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Needlework 

Drill 

Natural Science 



8,046 
2,727 
1,740 



6,774 
2,169 
1,312 



84 
80 
75 



12,513 



2,015 
2,528 



4,543 



1,862 
2,682 



4,544 



4,525 

839 

12,048 

12,196 

12,326 

10,871 

93 

441 

117 

220 

102 

4,624 

11,857 

214 



10,255 



1,585 
2,114 



3,699 



1,526 
2,295 



3,821 



82 



79 

84 



81 



82 
86 



84 



3,607 

739 

10,559 

11,085 

10^856 

8,925 

78 

392 

102 

144 

89 

4,323 

9,914 

207 



80 
88 
88 
91 
88 
82 
84 
8ft 
87 
65 
87 
93 
84 
97 



+ 1 

+ 5 
+ 1 



+ 


% 


— . 




+ 


4 


+ 


1 


+ 


1 


+ 


1 


+ 


1 



+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 



2 
3 
3 
2 
4 
1 



—12 
+ 1 
+ 9 
—10 

— 2 

— 2 
+ 2 
+ 1 



The teaching strength of the District comprises 300 principal teachers and mistresses of depart- 
ments, 3b assistants, 2 work-mistresses, and 65 pupil- teachers — 405 in all. Of these, 83 are unclassified, 
but more than half of the number have served as pupil-teachers, are well qualified in point of attain- 
ments and training, and almost without exception do satisfactory work. Few causes . of complaint 
have arisen during the year, and, as a body, the teachers maintain the high character for worthy 
conduct, industry, and efficiency formerly given. 

The reports of the several Inspectors are forwarded herewith. 

J. D. BRADLEY, 
— District Inspector. 

ANNEX H. 

Inspector Blumer's Report. 

Ninety-three schools have been in operation in the Tamworth Section of the Armidale District 
during the whole or some portion of the year. One has been permanently closed on account of small 
attendance, and 8 are new schools. Three more are expected to open early next year. 

Applications for establishment of schools were granted in the following 9 cases : — Big Leather, 
Gulf Creek, Mosquito Creek (Provisional), Emu Creek and Moona, Kingstown and Tory burn, Mulla 
Creek and Limbri (Half-time). Six applications were declined, viz. : — East Tamworth (Public), 
Ballin Burra, Diamond Mines, Moore Creek, Mt. Drummond, Spring Creek (Provisional). An 
application for Half-time Schools at Mt. Palmer and Cooringoora is now under consideration. 

Existing schools fully meet the present educational requirements of the District. As fresh 
land is being selected in various localities, however, it is expected that other schools will be needed 
before long. 

During the year new buildings were erected at Bingara Upper, Derra Derra, Gulf Creek, 
Mosquito Creek, Sam's Flat, Sandholes, and Rockmore, and the school-ro6m at Doctor's Creek was 
enlarged. These works were carried out by the Inspector. Under the supervision of the Clerk of 
Works, a residence was built at Mungindi, and necessary steps were taken for the erection of a residence 
at Moree, and the enlargement of schoolrooms at Duri and Warialda. Repairs to premises have been 
executed as circumstances demanded. 
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*The aggregate accommodation provided (5/397 places) is more than sufficient for the total 
number of pupils (5,405) enrolled for the year. In a few individual cases, however, the school-rooms 
are barely large enough, but action has been taken to remedy this defect wherever the present 
attendance is likely to be maintained. 

Every school was fully inspected, and incidental visits were paid as opportunities offered. The 
great amount of time occupied in visiting remote places in connection with applications for schools 
rendered ordinary inspections impossible. 

Of the schools in operation, 84 per cent, were up to or above standard. It must be borne in 
mind, however, that 13 per cent, were formally reported as below standard solely on account of the 
absence of any class higher than a Second — in each instance a matter quite beyond the teacher's control. 

The schools most worthy of mention in regard to general efficiency are, in order of merit : — 
Tamworth Boys', Tamworth Girls', Manilla, Walcha, Moree, Warialda, West Tarn worth. Of 238 pupils 
examined for exemption certificates 116 passed. 

In general, the school buildings are in fair repair and suitably equipped, the records well kept, 
and the lesson guides carefully constructed. 

Discipline continues to be one of the most satisfactory features of the schools. Although 
corporal punishment is seldom inflicted except in extreme cases, the pupils are, as a rule, orderly, 
obedient, and diligent. In many schools, however, their manners are capable of considerable polish. 

The actual work of instruction is carried on with increased zeal and efficiency. More attention 
is paid than formerly to reading, writing, arithmetic, and dictation, the results in these most 
important subjects being higher than those for any previous year. This improvement has been 
.effected without detriment to the other subjects of instruction. 

A course of lessons in cookery given in Tamworth during the latter portion of the previous 
•year met with such success that it was decided to extend the privilege to another lot of girls. This was 
done with results that evoked the highest encomiums from all who had an opportunity of forming an 
opinion of the practical value of the work. 

As a body, the teachers are diligent in the discharge of duty, and are respected members of 
society. Neglect of duty on the part of two of the number, however, met with prompt punishment. 

In conclusion, the increased educational wants of the district have been fully met by establish* 
ment of new schools ; the efficiency of the schools is quite as high as in any former year ; the outlook 
for 1897 is most encouraging. 

L. BLUMER, 
Tamworth, 29th December, 1896. Inspector. 

ANNEX I. 

Inspector Bkavis' Report. 

The year 1895 closed with 89 schools in operation in the Glen Innes Section. In January, 1896, 
1 school — Oban Provisional — was transferred to the Armidale Section, but was compensated for by 
Yallaroi Public, transferred from the Tamworth Section ; at the same time Kulki Provisional School 
was reopened at the new site (Cherry-tree Hill). In March, the Black Swamp Public School was 
re-established in the new building, erected to replace that which had been destroyed by fire. Four 
new schools have, during the year, been brought into operation, viz., Clairville (opened as a Pro- 
visional School, but since converted to Public), Glen Elgin House-to-house, Stannum (The Gulf) 
Provisional, and Weean Provisional. It was found expedient to chance the name of one school — 
Clairvaulx (now Reddestone) Public. The Darby's Branch Provisional School has recently been 
ranked as Public ; and Bolivia, which commenced the year as Half-time, with Castle Rag, is now 
carried on as Provisional. 

The 95 schools on my list for the year, taking the latest classification, include 68 Public, 17 
Provisional, 9 Half-time (one closed), and 1 House-to-house. 

Three schools have been closed on account of small attendance, viz., Castle Rag Half-time, 
Vivier Provisional, and Stannum Provisional ; the last-named had not from the first a satisfactory 
attendance, the population of the locality having migrated before the school came into operation. It 
is probable that 3 other schools will not be re-opened in January, but a new Provisional School is to 
be established at Yarrow Creek ; and by the removal of the Willow Grove building to a new site at 
Bukkulla, practically another new school will be provided. Thus, 89 schools will, in all likelihood, 
commence work in 1897, and this number will be slightly increased during the year. 

The improvement of school accommodation has been continued, though the expenditure has 
been less than in 1895 ; the bulk of it has been bestowed on the smaller school-buildings. Under my 
supervision 4 new buildings have been erected, and to each an enclosed verandah has been added as a 
substitute for a weather-shed ; verandah additions have been provided in connection with other small 
schools, and the cases are now rare in which there is no outside shelter for the pupils ; indeed where 
such convenience has not been supplied the prospects of the schools do not warrant the expenditure. 
All the schools are reasonably equipped with furniture, books, and apparatus, and some are well pro- 
vided ; the supply of maps, &c, is not too liberal, but this defect is gradually being overcome. 

The seating accommodation shows a net gain for the year of 50 places, and is still considerably 
in excess of the enrolment of pupils. The average attendance is 75 per cent, of the enrolment. 

Every school has been regularly inspected, and three ordinary inspections were made when wet 
weather rendered it undesirable to proceed with full inspections. It is to be regretted that present 
exigencies will not allow of ordinary inspections being systematically incorporated as formerly with 
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each year's work. There is do question of the beneficial effect of such visits in securing efficient 
management, and in giving the teachers practical assistance. Notwithstanding this defect, the general 
efficiency of the schools is creditable. Of 95 schools fully inspected, 81 were above the standard, 7 up 
to, and 7 below it, thus 88 schools (93 per cent.) were in different degrees satisfactory — 2 per cent, 
more than in 1895. The schools of highest general efficiency were Glen Innes, Inverell, and Deepwater 
in town centres ; and among the smaller schools, Elsmore, Little Plain, and Oak wood. In several 
other instances the marks awarded were highly satisfactory. 3,430 pupils were examined (last year 
3,362), and in most of the subjects of the school course slight improvement has been recorded. 175 
pupils, out of 260 specially examined (67 per cent., or 6 per cent, more than in 1895), passed the test 
tor exemption certificates. 148 pupils who had previously gained certificates were present at regular 
inspections. 

In June an examination in music, under the auspices of Trinity College, London, was held in 
Glen Innes. The examinees (14) were, with one exception, pupils of the local Public School, and all 
but one passed creditably. Nine pupils of the Glen Innes Boys' School were successful at the 
University Junior Public Examination. 

A four months' course of plain cookery has just been concluded at the Glen Innes Public School 
under the superintendence of Miss A. Kirby. Forty-nine girls from local schools took advantage of 
the instruction, and at a practical examination conducted by a committee of ladies at the close of the 
term only 1 pupil failed. 

Children's libraries on a small scale have been instituted at 2 schools, Gum Mat and Emma- 
ville. Such useful and attractive aids to school work might with advantage be established in connec- 
tion with every school. In many localities, however, the means for providing and periodically supple- 
menting the necessary stock of books are not readily available. 

The favourable seasons of the past two years have had a noticeable effect on the school gardens. 
In several instances the school-ground is the most attractive spot in the neighbourhood. The interest 
in tree-planting has somewhat waned, but the work has not been neglected. 

The teachers continue to hold a high reputation for zeal and integrity. During the present year 
no serious well-founded complaint has been preferred against any teacher in this section. 

Summary 

The educational requirements of the section have been satisfactorily met. The number of 
schools in operation remains about the same as for 1895. The efficiency of the schools has been well 
maintained, and slight, though tangible, progress has been recorded in every branch of school organi- 
sation and management. 

W. BEAVIS, 
Glen Innes, 30th December, 1896. Inspector. 

ANNEX J. 

Inspector Parkinson's Report. 

At the close of 1895 there were 83 schools in the Quirindi Section of the Armidale District. The 
Half-time Schools at Milchomi and Cashel did not reopen this year ; five schools situated on the 
Barwan and Namoi Rivers were transferred to the Wellington District ; and four others in the valley 
of the Peel River were placed under the supervision of Mr. Blumer, of Tainworth. These changes 
reduced the number of my schools to 72. On the other hand, 16 schools were transferred from the 
Maitland District to my section ; 5 new schools opened during the year ; 3 House-to-house Schools 
became Half-time ; and 3 schools, closed in 1895, reopened. The total number of schools in operation 
during the year has therefore been 99. The Public School at Wingen, the Provisional School at 
Willala, and the Half-time Schools at Brigalow Creek and Cuttabri have been closed ; so that at the 
present time I have supervision of 95 schools. The Half-time Schools last named are to reopen in 
January, 1897, and a new House-to-house School is to commence work in the same month at Nowley. 
During the year applications for a Half-time School at Ellerston, near Moonan Brook, a House-to- 
house School at Barry, near Nundle, a Provisional School at Yarrari, near Gunnedah, and a Public 
School at Borambil Creek, near Quirindi, have been declined. Schools will in all probability be 
required at the two places last named, and from one or two other localities applications may be 
received. I shall, therefore, commence next year with 98 schools, with a likelihood of the number 
increasing to upwards of 100. 

At the close of 1895 the buildings provided seats for 5,092 pupils, or places for 4,527. By the 
closing of 6 schools, the burning of 2 others, and the transfer of 9 to the Inspectors at Tam- 
wopth and Dubbo, these numbers were diminished by 903 and 729 respectively. On the other hand, 
the erection of one new school-room, the enlargement of another, the leasing of 8 others, and the 
transfer of 16 from the Maitland District, added 1,088 seats, or 823 places. So that reckoning 
100 cubic feet for each pupil there is now accommodation provided for 4,621 pupils. The enrolment 
for the last quarter of the year has been 4,142 ; there is, therefore, more than sufficient room for all 
children in attendance. The old buildings at Gunnedah are still doing duty ; but with this exception, 
the school-rooms and residences are fairly suitable, and in good condition. During the year repairs 
have been effected at 14 schools and 8 residences, at a cost of £225 7s. 9d., and the Chief Clerk of 
Works has carried out improvements at Narrabri. He is also supervising additions at Wee Waa, and 
the erection of a teacher's residence at Stewart's Brook. 
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Last May the school-room at Tippereenah, near Narrabri, was burnt down ; and in November 
that at Walhallow, near Quirindi, shared a similar fate. It seems hardly credible that these fires 
could have been caused wilfully, and yet in the first case the Coroner's jury returned a verdict of arson 
against some person unknown, and in the second case a boy has been committed for trial. 

Most of the playgrounds at the larger schools have been planted with trees, and a few teachers 
still keep flower-gardens ; but there is little progress to report in this direction for the past year. 

Ninety-nine schools were in operation during the year, and each received a regular inspection. 
Eighty-eight schools proved to be above standard, 1 was up to standard, and 10 were below. That 
is, 90 per cent, of the schools either met or exceeded standard requirements — 1 per cent, in advance 
of last year. Of the 99 schools examined, 9 gained upwards of 70 per cent, of marks, 45 schools 
reached between 60 and 70 per cent., 35 ranged between 50 and 60 per cent., and 10 were below 50 
per cent. The most efficient schools were Gnnnedah Superior, Quirindi Superior, West Narrabri, 
Narrabri Boys' Superior, Blandford, Quipolly, Narrabri Girls' Superior, Scone, and Boggabri. 

In reading, writing, and arithmetic, 3,274 pupils were examined, and 38 in French — the 
numbers in other subjects ranging between these figures. From 90 to 100 per cent, of pupils were up 
to or above standard in reading, writing, Australian history, Scripture, object lessons, drawing, 
needlework, drill, and natural science. In arithmetic, geography, music, French, Euclid, Algebra, 
and Latin, the passes were from 80 to 90 per cent. In dictation, grammar, and English history, 
from 70 to 80 per cent, of pupils satisfied standard ; while in mensuration, the passes were only 59 
per cent. In the few schools where this subject is required, the teachers have been advised to give 
special lessons regularly, and not to simply take a few minutes spasmodically from an arithmetic 
lesson. The results for the year are fully equal to those obtained the previous year, and in two of the 
most important subjects, reading and arithmetic, an improvement is noticeable. For exemption 
certificates, 201 pupils passed out of 343 examined — that is, 58 per cent. Last year the percentage of 
passes was 51. Arithmetic and dictation are still responsible for the failures. 

There are 109 teachers now working in this section of the District — 80 principal teachers, 10 
assistants, and 19 pupil-teachers. Twenty-eight teachers in charge of schools are unclassified, but 
13 of these have been pupil-teachers. Complaints against teachers are at all times rare, but this year 
there have been fewer than ever. The teachers are throughout the District spoken of with respect, 
and their work appears to be highly valued. 

The library movement is spreading. Last year 14 schools had libraries, and the number of 
volumes was about 1,600. There are now 41 schools with libraries, and they contain 3,470 volumes. 
The teachers furnish quarterly reports, stating the number of volumes in the library, the average 
number issued weekly, the condition of the books, and whether in their opinion the libraries are 
proving useful or not. With one exception, they are unanimous in asserting that great good is 
being done. 

To summarise, I have had supervision of 99 schools during 1896. All were inspected, and 90 
per cent, satisfied or exceeded the standard. 

The buildings provide ample accommodation for the children in attendance, and are in a good 
state of preservation. 

The teachers are respectable, industrious, and efficient, and they are doing good work. 
, H. PARKINSON, 

Quirindi, 23rd December, 1896. Inspector. 



ANNEX K. 

4 District-Inspector McCredie's Report. 

The year 1895 closed with 253 schools on my general list, but one of them, Bogan Gate Half-time, did 
not reopen. Seven new schools, 4 in the western and 3 in the eastern section of the District, were 
added during the year, and another school was transferred to the former section from the Wagga 
Wagga District, making the total number of schools in operation 260. At the end of the year, how- 
ever, this number had been reduced to 247, through the closing of 13 schools from various causes. 

Early in 1896 applications for Provisional Schools at Tall wood, near Forest Reefs, and Eldorado 
dully, near Ophir, were declined ; but a school at the latter place was subsequently granted, and 
arrangements have been completed for opening it. 

Another application for a Provisional School at Milker's Flat, on the Macquarie River, about 17 
miles from Bathurst, has just been inquired into and reported upon. 

Besides these applications, all in the central section of the District, there were a number of 
others in the Forbes and Lithgow Sections, information respecting which is furnished in the reports 
upon those divisions. 

In addition to substantial improvements and repairs to school buildings effected under the 
supervision of the Chief Clerk of Works, 4 small buildings were erected and 75 schools and 7 residences 
repaired, under the direction of the Inspectors, at a total cost of about £516. Other works sanctioned 
and now in progress under these officers will entail an additional expenditure of £704. 

There were only a few schools in which the accommodation proved inadequate for the attend- 
ance, and in these cases action was promptly taken either to provide a suitable class-room or to extend 
the school building. 
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The total number of places provided in all schools is 16,803, at 8 square feet of floor-space, and 
16,704 at 100 cubic feet of air-space per child, the increase for the year being 151 and 182 places, 
respectively. 

The actual enrolment for the year was 15,321 pupils, and the average attendance 9,612:5. The 
amount received for school fees was £5,204 18s. 6d., and the arrears owing on 31st December was 
£171 7s. 4£d. 

All schools, with one exception, were fully inspected, and ten received a second special visit. 
The total number of inspections was 269. Garland Provisional, the uninspected school, was closed 
early in the year, before it could be visited for the purpose of inspection. 

Ninety-five per cent, of the schools inspected satisfied or exceeded the standard in efficiency, the 
percentage being the same as for last year. 

The number of pupils present at inspection was 10,389, being an increase of 136 upon the 
number examined in 1895. In the higher classes, 888 pupils were examined for exemption certificates, 
and 534, or 60 per cent., passed, the percentage again being identical with that for the previous year. 

Viewed in comparison with the results for 1895, the percentages of passes indicate a slight 
retrogression in Australian history, Scripture, Euclid, Algebra, Latin, and mensuration, and an 
advance in all other subjects except music and arithmetic, in which they remain unchanged. 

At the last Junior Public Examination there were 7 successful candidates from Bathurst Superior 
Public, 4 from Forbes Superior Public, 4 from Lithgow Superior Public, 2 from Blayney Public, 1 
from Milltown Public, and 1 from Rockley Public. 

During the year cookery classes were established at Orange and Bathurst, two terms of 
instruction being given in the former and one in the latter town. The classes were well attended, 
the progress of the pupils was satisfactory, and the school in both towns was deservedly popular, 
its success and popularity being largely due to the tact, energy, and skill of Miss Monro, the teacher 
in charge. At the end of each term of instruction an examination of the pupils was conducted under 
the supervision of a committee of ladies. The kind assistance so cheerfully and willingly rendered by 
the members of each committee, the keen interest evinced by them in the young folks' practical demon- 
stration of their knowledge of the culinary art, and the satisfactory reports furnished upon each pupil's 
work at the close of the examination, were very gratifying and encouraging. 

The number of teachers of all ranks employed in the several classes of schools in the District is 
325. This number comprises 210 principal teachers, 8 mistresses of departments, 47 assistants, 58 
pupil-teachers, and 2 work-mistresses. 

W. McCREDIE, 
District Inspector. 

ANNEX L. 

Inspector Thomas's Report. 

The year 1895 closed with 85 schools in operation in the Forbes Section of the Bathurst District, but 
under certain rearrangements made during the vacation, only 84 of them reopened. 

New schools at Billy's Look-out and Platina opened early in January, so that I commenced the 
year with 86 schools on my list, viz. : — 

Public 50 

Provisional , 10 

Half-time 24 

House-to-house 2 

During the year new Half-time Schools were established at Canangles and Edinboro, and the 
Wattle Grove Half-time School was transferred from the Young Section of the Wagga Wagga District. 
On the other hand, the Half-time Schools at Blossom Vale, Eulimore Creek, Mayview, Murrin, 
Wangan Vale, and Yamma, and the Provisional School at Billy's Look-out have been closed. Thus, 
I conclude the work of the year with 82 schools in operation, viz. : — 

Public 53 

Provisional 7 , 

Half-time 20 

House-to-house 2 

Applications for the establishment of new schools have been fewer than usual, and have as yet 
added only 2 schools to my list. This circumstance tends to show that the existing schools fairly 
meet the requirements of the district. 

The following is a list of applications received, and dealt with during the year : — 

Canangles and Edinboro Half-time Granted ; schools are now in opera- 
tion. 

Mumbidgle Provisional Declined. 

Bourimbla ,, Deferred till early next year. 

Bucobra and Gumble Half-time Deferred, at residents' request, until 

1897. 

Namama ,, Deferred till 1897. 

Pinnacle Reefs Provisional Under consideration. 

Murrin ,, Granted ; will open in 1897. 
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In several portions of my District large areas of Crown land will shortly be thrown open for 
selection. This will result in applications for new schools and in improved attendances at schools now 
struggling for existence. The scant rainfall (if not actual drought) of the last two summers has made 
itself felt in many of the outlying schools, and to it may be attributed the closing of so many of the 
small schools in my District. 

Eighty-nine schools of all classes were in operation during some part of 1896, and all received a 
full inspection. Two of them being found considerably below the standard, received a second inspec- 
tion later in the year, and showed a marked improvement. 

Only one ordinary inspection was made, but incidental visits in connection with repairs, 
inquiries, &c, were frequent. 

Of 82 schools in operation a full year at the time of inspection, 79 were up to or above standard 
requirements ; and of 7 new schools, 5 were in a similar state of efficiency. Thus, out of 89 schools 
inspected, 84 satisfied the standard, a percentage of 94. The percentage for 1895, on similar lines, 
was 93. 

The total number of pupils examined at the 89 regular inspections, after making due allowance 
for schools reinspected was 2,912. This number is slightly under that of last year, when 3,006 were 
examined. 

The numbers examined in the more important subjects were : — 

Beading 2,912, of whom 2,560 passed. 

Writing 2,871, „ 2,618 „ 

Arithmetic 2,739, „ 2,230 ,, 

Dictation 2,307, „ 1,730 ,, 

Grammar 935, „ 737 ,, 

Geography 935, ,, 737 ,, 

History 922, „ 637 „ 

Comparing the percentages of passes in 1896 with those of 1895, it will be noticed that the 
results are remarkably close, thus : — 

1895. 1896. 

Reading 89 per cent. 88 per cent. 

Writing 91. „ 91 „ 

Arithmetic 81 ,, 81 ,, 

Dictation 77 ,, 75 ,, 

Grammar 78 ,, 78 ,, 

Geography 77 „ 78 „ 

History « 67 ,, 69 ,, 

» 

238 pupils were examined for exemption certificates, of whom 156, or 65 per cent., were 
successful. In 1895, 61 per cent, were successful. 

Four pupils of the Forbes Superior Public School passed the Junior University Examination, 
two of them acquitting themselves very creditably. In schools with 4th and 5th classes the highest 
results were achieved at West Wyalong, Parkes, and Forbes, in the order named. In schools with 
no class higher than 3rd, Cargo and Eugowra stand out beyond the rest. Amongst Provisional 
Schools, Cugong came out best ; and amongst Half-time Schools, Gum Springs, Galwary Creek, and 
Derriwang. 

The organisation and discipline of the schools call for no special comment. Few gave cause for 
complaint, and where imperfections were noticed they arose more from want of experience than from 
carelessness and neglect. Hints and suggestions were received in excellent spirit, and will, I am 
sure, be carried out to the best abilities of those concerned. 

Careful attention has been paid during the year to the material condition of the school premises, 
particularly in the matter of water supply. The scanty rainfall has necessitated the purchase of water 
in many instances, and the outlook for the summer is very unfavourable, as creeks, dams, and springs 
are giving out. In no case, however, has the Department's aid in this particular been withheld. 

Under my own supervision 31 schools have in one way or another been repaired during the year 
at a cost of £137 8s. 4d., while improvements and repairs to residences have been effected at a cost of 
£50 2s. 6d. There are, in addition, several important contracts still in progress, involving an outlay 
of £163 16s. 6d. 

Two school buildings were erected under my direction at a cost of £44 10s., and two others are 
in course of erection at a cost of £176 10s. ; weather-sheds are also in course of erection at Wyalong 
and Wyalong West. 

In addition to these minor contracts, more important works have been carried out at Wyalong 
and Wyalong West by the Chief Clerk of Works, and this officer has contracts in hand at Forbes, 
Parkes, and Mount Hope. W T hen all existing contracts are completed, the material condition of the 
school premises in my District may be considered very satisfactory. 

At the close of 1895 I estimated the number of available seats at 5,205, on the basis of 8 square feet 
per child, and at 4,957 on the basis of 100 cubic feet per child. After balancing losses of seats by 
schools closed, against gains from new schools, additions, &c. , I find that the number of available seats 
has increased by 44 on the former and by 45 on the latter basis of calculation. The numbers now 
stand at 5,249 and 5,002 respectively. 
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Summary. 

No. of schools in operation during 1896 89 

No. of schools fully inspected .• 89 

Percentageof schools satisfying standard 94 per cent. 

No. of pupils examined , 2,912 

Enrolment, December quarter 3,995 

Average attendance, December quarter ,.„ 2,775*1 

Accommodation provided 5,249 

No. of teachers and pupil-teachers employed 97 

Total feds for the year £1,434 13s.. 

Amount of fees in arrear £68 5s* 

No. of free pupils, December quarter 361 

The full statistics upon which this report is based have already been supplied. 

W. CEO. THOMAS, 
Forbes, 30th December, 1896. Inspector. 



ANNEX M. 

Inspector Dettmann's Report for 1896. 

With the exception of High Schools every class of school recognised by the Department was represented 
in the District in 1895. 

The only Evening Public School, that at Lithgow, was closed in June owing to the want of 
sufficient attendance, and for the same reason the Half-time Schools at Bell and Mount Wilson, the 
House School at Ganbenang, and the Provisional School at Garland ceased to exist. 

The following new schools were established, namely, Dargan's Creek Public (to meet the 
requirements of a railway-construction camp), a Provisional School at Three Brothers and a Half-time 
School at Royals. 

These changes left the District with 99 schools at the close of the year, although as many as 104 
schools were in operation during the year. 

Of these 104 schools, all but one, Garland Provisional, were fully inspected, the non-inspection 
of this school being accounted for by its being closed in February, before the Inspector's visit to the 
neighbourhood. 

Most of the schools of this District appear to be permanently placed, as comparatively few 
changes in the location of schools have been made for several years. 

From the returns furnished from time, to time by the teachers, it would appear that there are not 
many families living out of reach of the schools, and further that those who are able to avail them- 
selves of the means of education provided by the State make good use of the advantages thus afforded. 

My limited connection with the District prevents me from writing from a personal knowledge 
of the facts, but, so far as I can judge, I am convinced that the people generally are well satisfied with? 
what the State is accomplishing in its efforts to spread the benefits of primary education. 

The school buildings are in a fairly good state of repair, and are kept in a clean and serviceable 
condition by the teachers, who in many instances take a pride in the appearance of the school premises. 

Improvements and general repairs were effected where necessary, and several new school-rooms 
provided. 

The highest enrolment of pupils in the schools was reached in the last quarter. 

The figures for this quarter were 4,525 on roll, with an average attendance of 3,185*31- 

The efficiency of the schools as disclosed by the inspection reports was very satisfactory, no 
fewer than 99 of the 103 schools inspected being above the standard, and only 3 being below it. 

The teachers are to be congratulated on these results, which could not have been obtained 
without intelligence and capable teaching and continuous and painstaking efforts on their part. 

There are 117 teachers of all grades employed in the District. Of these, 80 are in charge of 
schools, 2 are mistresses of departments, 11 assistant-teachers, 1 a work -mistress, and 23 are pupil- 
teachers. 

I believe the district is in good working order, and should continue to produce satisfactory 
rp milts 

JOHN DETTMANN, 
Inspector. 

ANNEX N. 

District-Inspector Johnson's Report. 

At the beginning of this year, 51 schools were transferred to this from adjoining Districts, and 28 
others were transferred from this District to others, so that the number of schools was thus increased 
by 23. There were also 3 new schools opened during the year, and 5 others closed on account of 
small attendance. There are now 255 schools in the District, and of these 87 are in the Wollongong 
Section, 78 in Crookwell Section, and 90 in Bowral Section. They are classified as follows : — 
192 Public, 24 Provisional, 30 Half-time, and 9 House-to-house Schools. 
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New school-rooms were erected at Mount Kembla, Jerrara, and Wedderburn, and others are 
being erected at Marshall Mount, Avondale, Miranda, Piedmont, and Wetherell Park, and a teacher's 
residence at Cecil Park. Additions were made to the school-rooms at Bombo, Gerringong, Yalwal, 
Dapto, and Buxton, and a residence was erected at Picton. Repairs and improvements, more or less 
extensive, were effected to 78 school-rooms and 27 residences. 

The school-rooms of the District provide accommodation for 20,259 pupils, which is ample for 
the enrolment, and, with one or two exceptions, each school-room fully meets the requirements of the 
locality in which it is situated, 

All the schools of the District, except Yerriyong Provisional, in the Wollongong Section, were 
inspected once during the year. This school was unexpectedly closed in June last. 

Of the 257 schools inspected, 240 were above the standard, 5 reached it, and 12 were below that 
mark. These last are small bush schools, in charge of the less skilful class of teachers. The necessarily 
small income, poor accommodation, and many discomforts attending life in those outlying districts, 
prevent skilled teachers- from willingly accepting appointment to such localities. Yet in comparison 
with the ordinary bush school of twenty years ago, those of the present day are doing really good 
work. It is only when compared with the highly efficient city or town school that they can be 
regarded as in an unsatisfactory condition. Of course, through various causes, some of these small 
schools some times fall very low in efficiency, but in all such cases the Department takes the necessary 
action to set matters right. 

There were 1 1,019 pupils present at the inspections of the schools of this District this year, and 
of this number, 926 were examined for exemption certificates, but only 493 passed. When it is con- 
sidered that the teachers are fully aware of the nature and extent of these examinations, the results are 
rather disappointing. It is to be hoped that during the coming year much higher results will be 
secured. The percentages of passes in the various subjects of instruction are not so high this as last 
year. 

Bowral Boys', Mittagong Primary, Liverpool Boys', and Kiama Infants' obtained the mark 
" Good," and Nowra Primary and Wollongong Boys' " Excellent," for general efficiency. 

Though in most schools the discipline is highly satisfactory, yet in a few it is defective through 
the government not being sufficiently watchful, and in consequence inattention, carelessness, and 
copying prevail. In such schools satisfactory progress is impossible. A teacher may be industrious, 
and his methods perfect, yet without attention, care, and independent work on the part of his pupils, 
his labour will be in vain. 

Mental arithmetic is still a weak subject in many schools. The pupils are not taught to work 
out the questions in an intelligent manner, but are allowed to guess at the answers. Defective mental 
arithmetic, neglect to teach thoroughly the various tables, and copying are the main causes of the fre- 
quent failures in slate arithmetic. Few teachers test their own work in a thorough and systematic 
manner, but take it for granted that their pupils understand and retain all that has been told to them, 
and hence they are really ignorant of the amount of knowledge possessed by them. 

Cookery classes were conducted at Bowral Public School during the last term of the year. These 
were attended by GO girls, 36 of whom were pupils of Bowral Girls' School, 21 came from Mittagong 
School, and 3 from Berrima. At the close of the term the girls were examined by a committee of 
ladies, who expressed themselves as being highly pleased with the results. 

There are 236 teachers, 40 assistant-teachers, and 68 pupil-teachers at present employed in the 
schools of this district. 

Good work has been done during the past year, and equally satisfactory results may be looked 
for during the year now entered upon. 
Bowral, 8th January, 1897. W. H. JOHNSON, 

District Inspector. 

ANNEX 0. 

Inspector McLelland's Report. 

In consequence of a rearrangement of the boundaries of this section at the beginning of the year, 16 
schools were transferred to the Braidwood Section, and 9 to Bowral, while 27 schools from the 
Arncliffe Section of the sub-metropolitan district were added to my list. In view of those alterations 
it was decided in July last to change the Inspector's head-quarters from Nowra to Wollongong. 

No new schools have been opened, but Yerriyong Vale Provisional and Carrarawell Half-time 
were closed on account of failingattendance. There are now in operation at the end of the year 87 
schools, classified as follows :— Public, 79 ; Provisional, 6 ; Half-time, 2 ; total, 87. A new school is 
to be established at Far Meadow, near Berry, and the Provisional School at Yerriyong Vale will be 
reopened after the summer vacation. This portion of the Colony is fully supplied with the means of 
education. 

New buildings have been erected during the year at Mount Kembla and Jerrara, and others are 
in progress at Marshall Mount, Avondale, and Miranda. A large class-room has been built at Dapto, 
and another is going up at Woonona. Additions are also being made to the existing buildings at 
Bombo, Gerringong, and Yalwal, and tenders have just been accepted for erecting a new school and 
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residence at Far Meadow. The works at Miranda, Far Meadow, and Yalwal are being carried out 
under my own supervision, the others under the supervision of the Clerk of Works. Various improve- 
ments and repairs have been effected at 37 schools and 15 residences, at a cost of £218 10s. 9d. More 
elaborate works have also been completed by the Chief Clerk of Works at a considerable number of 
schools. 

Existing schools provide sitting-room for 9,692, and air-space for 9,371 pupils. Collectively, 
the accommodation is ample ; but in a few special cases it is insufficient, and steps have already been 
taken for the purpose of enlarging the buildings to the extent required. 

With the exception of Yerriyong Vale Provisional, closed somewhat unexpectedly during the 
midwinter vacation, all the schools in operation during the year were fully inspected. Of these, 83 
exceeded, 2 were up to, and 3 fell below standard requirements. It is not to be inferred, however, 
that only 3 schools were found in an unsatisfactory state at the regular inspection. Speaking broadly, 
it may be advanced that where a school fails to obtain "Fair" for general efficiency there is some- 
thing wrong with the teaching ; and, as a matter of fact, a good many teachers have been called upon 
for explanation of results that seemed to indicate careless or unskilful methods of instruction. A 
certain amount of mechanical teaching is unavoidable in elementary schools ; but it seems to me that 
too many teachers bring the mechanical frame of mind to all their work. They do not seize the 
opportunities offered in the more favourable subjects, of stimulating the imagination of their pupils, 
of cultivating in them a healthy, intelligent curiosity. The absence of thoughtful and interesting 
treatment of such subjects as geography, history, object lessons, composition, and the subject matter 
of reading lessons, is very noticeable in some schools. The force of these criticisms is strengthened 
by the good results obtained by cultured, well-informed teachers — men whose ideas are not bounded by 
the range of three or four text-books. 

Of the 514 pupils examined for exemption certificates, only 254 were successful — barety 50 per 
cent. Surely teachers themselves cannot be satisfied with this result. In only 10 schools did the 
passes exceed 50 per cent., and only 4 schools obtained a proportion excesding 60 per cent. The tests 
applied were not severe, and it is therefore clear that a large number of the failures must be attributed 
to want of thoroughness in the teaching. 

In regard to organisation and discipline, there is little fault to be found. The schools as a rule 
are kept scrupulously clean, and the internal arrangements are usually of a kind to ensure systematic 
work. In some cases more care and thought are desirable in the construction of time-tables and 
programmes. One important reform is now pretty general. Most of the teachers have succeeded in 
persuading their pupils that spitting on the slates as a means of cleaning them is neither effective nor 
picturesque. In the Wollongong School water-bottles have been permanently fixed to the desks. The 
pupils supplied the bottles, and the teachers the hooks from which they arc suspended. In other cases 
every second ink-well is filled with water — a good plan where the ink-wells can be spared. The water- 
bottle system is the best however.. The bottle3 hang below the front ledge of the desk, and are in no 
danger of breaking or spilling. In the majority of schools the behaviour of the pupils leaves little 
to be desired. The order rarely falls below good, and is sometimes excellent. So long as the pupils 
know anything about the subject in hand, they work with spirit. When they have been badly taught, 
they become discouraged or disgusted at their successive failures in answering the questions put to 
them. Then they become bored, and their faces express very plainly that they are tired of many 
things, Inspectors among the rest. Later on, the teacher explains matters by declaring that no 
sympathy existed between examiner and children. 

The work of the year has been satisfactory on the whole. A fair number of schools obtained 
high marks for general efficiency, and of these, Wollongong Boys', Nowra Primary, Helensburgh, and 
Kiama Infants' deserve special mention. 

The teachers as a body perform their duties faithfully, if not always with the best results, and 
they almost invariably command the respect of the communities in which they live. There are 39 
pupil-teachers on my list, and 24 of these sat for examination at the end of the year. The teachers' 
reports upon them were mostly of a favourable character, but only a few received special praise for 
aptitude in teaching. In no instance has the slightest fault been found with their moral character. 

In conclusion, I may express the hope that the coming year will prove to be one of successful 
effort in removing, to a large extent, the obstacles in the way of durable and effective instruction. 

H. D. McLELLAND, 
Wollongong, 26th December, 1896. Inspector* 



ANNEX P. 

Inspector Smith's Report. 

At the clo3e of 1895 there were in the Crookwell Section of the Bowral District 60 schools, comprising 
26 Public, 10 Provisional, 16 Half-time, and 8 House-to-house Schools. 

At the beginning of 1896 there were transferred from Goulburn District to this section 
11 Public, 2 Provisional, and 2 Half-time Schools, and from the Yass District 1 Half-time School, 
named Grassy Creek. Two new schools were opened during the year, named Forest Creek Provisional 
and Junction Point Half-time. Two Half-time Schools were closed, named Clonalton and Graham. 
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The following changes in the classification of schools were made : — Brewer's Flat and Meglo 
Provisional were reduced to Half-time, and Merry vale and Myanga Creek House-to-house ra i se ^,*o 
half-time. Pejar Public was closed for the last six months, but will be reopened early in 1897. Ike 
new year will therefore commence with 78 schools — 37 Public, 10 Provisional, 24 Half-time, and 7 
House-to-house Schools. 

The accommodation in this section is more than sufficient for all the children attending the Stete 
schools. Reckoning 8 square feet, or 100 cubic feet, per child, there are 3,803, or 3,272 seats, provided 
respectively, whereas the enrolment for the December quarter was only 2,199 pupils. 

Repairs and improvements under my own supervision have been carried out at 11 different 
schools, at a cost to the Department of £58 0s. 6d. The Public School at Wowagin was removed to a 
more central site, and enlarged for the sum of £57 15s. Extensive improvements under the supervision 
of the Architect were also carried out at Laggan and Taralga Public Schools. The repairs at Fullerton 
Public (£20) are not yet finished. 

All the schools in this section received at least one regular inspection, and Laggan Public two 
inspections. 

The number of pupils examined in the various subjects and the percentages up to or above 
standard are shown hereunder : — 

No. of Pupils 
Subject. examined. Percentage. 

Reading 1,597 87 

Writing 1,597 91 

Dictation 1,183 72 

Arithmetic 1,597 70 

Grammar 514 39 

Geography 514 78 

English History 514 68 

Scripture 1,387 89 

Object Lesson 1,516 82 

Drawing : 1,516 63 

Music 1,333 59 

Euclid 16 100 

Needlework 525 71 

Drill 1,481 79 

The results of the examinations are, perhaps, not quite as satisfactory as they were last year, in 
consequence of the addition of such a large number of small schools. 

The discipline, so far as the good behaviour of the children in school is concerned, is still good. 
Only one charge was preferred against a teacher, and this could not be substantiated. No improper 
use of the cane has been reported. The organisation, especially of schools managed by trained 
teachers, is decidedly very fair, and of the small schools tolerable. 

Gullen Flat, Pejar, and Taradale Publics were below the prescribed standard ; and also the 
Junction, Pomeroy, Streamville, Williams' Creek Provisional and Benbengenoe and Byalla Half-time 
Schools. 

Forty-seven out of 105 candidates passed for certificates of being sufficiently educated. 

The number and the classification of the teachers and pupil-teachers employed are stated below : — - 

Class II A ; 1 

„ II B 1 

„ III A 23 

„ III B 14 

„ III C 3 

42 

Assistants ,, III A 2 

Pupil-teachers, 1st Class 1 

45 
Unclassified 22 

67 

Crookwell, 31st December, 1896. JOHN LESLIE SMITH, 

Inspector. 
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ANNEX Q. 

District-Inspector Cooper's Report. 

There were 372 schools in this District at the end of 1895. Some of these lapsed through diminished 
attendance, but, by transfer of schools from other Districts and the opening of new schools, the total 
number on the list at the close of the year showed an increase of 10 schools. The total number is now, 
therefore, 382, grouped as follows :— 



Section of District. 



( Schools or Departments. 


No. of Places, allowing for 
each Pupil. 


Highest 

Quarterly 

Enrolment. 


1895. 


1896. 


8 square feet. 


100 cubic feet. 


1 

98 


98 


5,375 


4,919 


4,221 


94 


94 


4,757 


3,973 


3,137 


99 


108 


5,573 


4,777 


4,148 


81 


82 


4,036 


3,582 


3,072 


372 


382 


19,741 


17,251 


14,578 



Goulburn 

Braidwood 

Bega 

Yass ,.... 

Totals 



During the year 16 new schools were erected under the supervision of myself and the Inspectors 
stationed at Braidwood, Bega, and Yass, at a cost to the Department of £740. These afford the 
prescribed cubic space for 407 children. The aggregate school accommodation, as shown by the fore- 
going table, is ample for the children enrolled, and is very fairly distributed. There are now few 
overcrowded schools. Eighty-eight schools and 9 residences were repaired, entailing an expendi- 
ture of £486. At present the material condition of the schools is very good. So far as the teachers' 
responsibility on this point is concerned, I am pleased to be able to report that those who are under 
my own supervision have, for the most part, evinced a commendable desire to raise their schools to a 
satisfactory state of efficiency. In some cases, however, there has been evidence of a want of 
appreciation of the benefits which children derive from familiarity with the order, neatness, and 
beauty of well-kept and tastefully-planted school-grounds. 



Attendance of Pupils and Payment of Fees. 



Mean quarterly enrolment j , ^q,- 

( 1 RQfi 
Mean average attendance j ™ r 

Mean enrolment of free pupils J -. S q- 

Fees received ] 18 q- 



Goulburn. 



Braidwood. 



Bega. 



Yass. 



4,160 
4,118 

3,293 
3,019 

690 
552 

£1,479 
£1,384 



3,065 
2,689 

2,138 
1,954 

429 

248 

£1,019 
£906 



4,102 
3,688 

3,004 
2,591 

521 
354 

£1,469 
£1,296 



3,066 
2,961 

2,171 
2,093 

551 
397 

£1,055 
£1,061 



Totals. 



14,393 
13,456 

10,606 
9,657 

2,191 
1,551 

£5,022 
£4,647 



Comparing the mean enrolment and mean average attendance, the regularity of attendance for 
the past two years appears as indicated hereunder : — 

1896. 1895. 

(xoulburn Section 79 percent. 73 per cent. 

Braidwood „ 69 „ 72 „ 

Bega „ 73 „ 70 „ 

Yass ,, 70 ,, 70 ,, 

Whole District 73 „ 71 „ 

While there was marked improvement in the Goulburn Section, and some improvement in the 
District as a whole, there was slight deterioration in respect to this point in the Braidwood and Bega 
Sections. 
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Inspection, 

There were 399 schools or departments in operation during the whole of 1896, or some portion 
of it. Of that number, 391 schools underwent regular inspection, and 16 were subjected to ordinary 
inspection. Of the 8 small schools that were not regularly inspected, 3 were in the Braidwood, 4 in 
the Bega, and 1 in the Yass Section. These schools were not inspected, because at the time of the 
Inspectors' visits to the localities in which they were situated they were not open. The following 
table shows the number of schools inspected in each section of the District, as well as the number of 
pupils examined, for the past two years : — 





1896. 


Pupils 
Examined. 


1895. 


Pupils 




Regular. Ordinary. 


Totals. 


Regular. Ordinary. 


Totals. 


Examined. 


Goulburn Section 


99 + 12 = 111 
100 + 1 - 101 
109 + = 109 

83 + 3 = 86 


3,333 
2,326 
3,287 
2,416 


102 + 5 = 107 

99 + 11 = 110 

100 + 8 = 108 

85 + = 85 


3,324 


Braidwood ,, 


2,211 


Bega ,. 


2,973 


Yass , , 


2,371 






Totals 


391 + 16 = 407 


11,362 


386 + 24 = 410 


10,879 



















General Efficiency of the Schools inspected. 



Section of District. 



Class of School. 



Above 
Standard. 



Up to | Below 
Standard. , Standard. 



Totals. 



Percentage up to 
or above Standard. 



1896. 



1895. 



Goulburn 



Braidwood 



Bega 



Yass 



Public 

Provisional 

Half-time 

House-to-house 

Totals 

Public 

Provisional 

Half-time 

Totals 

Public 

Provisional 

Half-time 

Totals 

Public 

Provisional 

Half-time 

Totals 

Grand Totals 



51 


1 


1 


53 


98 


9 








9 


100 


30 


5 


1 


36 


97 


1 








1 


100 


91 


6 


2 


99 


98 


36 





2 


38 


95 


11 


1 


2 


14 


85 


44 





4 


48 


91 


91 


1 


8 


100 


92 


50 


16 


3 


69 


95 


10 


3 





13 


100 


23 


3 


1 


27 


94 


83 


22 


4 


109 


96 


48 








48 


100 


20 


2 





22 


100 


10 


1 


2 


13 


84 


78 


3 


2 


83 


97 


343 


32 


16 


391 


95 



98 
100 

97 
100 



93 



93 

84 
92 



92 



94 
77 
95 



93 



96 

100 

83 



95 



94 



In respect to satisfying the standard of 50 per cent, for organisation, discipline, and attainments, 
these results are high, and show a slight improvement on those of 1895. 
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Proficiency of Pupils examined. 

In the subjoined table, the proficiency of the pupils in the several subjects of the school course 
is indicated : — 



ubjects. 


Numbers E: 
1896. 


caniined in— 


Percentage of Passes. 


Percentage of total 
Passes. 




1895. 


fc Goulburn. 


Braidwood 


Bega. 


Yass. 


1896. 


1895. 


Reading 


11,362 


10,879 


95 


88 


97 


85 


91 


90 






Writing — 

On slates 


4,324 

6,880 


4,232 
6,482 


98 
91 


94 
94 


96 

97 


92 
97 


96 
95 


94 


On paper 


93 






Totals 


11,204 


10,714 


94 


94 


97 


95 


95 


94 






Dictation ' 


9,078 


8,598 


80 


66 


84 


69 


75 


77 






Arithmetic — 

Simple Rules 


6,603 
2,773 
1,790 


6,430 
2,516 
1,657 


94 

85 
93 


77 
51 
56 


84 
75 
76 


91 

84 
70 


86 

72 
80 


89 


Compound Rules 
Higher Rules 


78 
79 


Totals 


11,166 


10,603 


92 


67 


81 


86 


82 


85 






Historv — 

Engfish 

Australian 


4,569 
4,564 

4,583 

782 

11,098 

11,164 

1 1,062 

10,133 

109 

433 

164 

437 

162 

13 

3,996 

11,105 

294 


4,228 
4,234 

4,251 

736 

10,610 

10,801 

10,604 

9,383 

99 

444 

163 

439 

151 

15 

3,770 

10,647 

282 


85 
89 

66 
88 
97 
88 
91 
97 
100 
81 
78 
87 
78 
70 
99 
86 
85 


87 
94 

91 

88 

97 

95 

89 

71 

100 

100 

100 

72 

100 

100 

97 

100 


90 
90 

83 
82 
88 
90 
91 
88 
96 
85 
76 
73 
93 

• • • • • 

99 

88 
89 


74 
78 

64 
98 
67 
93 
87 
57 

100 
100 
100 
100 

100 
83 


84 
88 

76 
88 
88 
91 
90 
89 
99 
91 
85 
81 
88 
69 
99 
88 
89 


80 
89 

75 
91 


Scripture 


• 86 


Drawing 


93 

88 


Music 


75 


Frepch 


90 


Euclid 

Algebra 


95 
94 


Mensuration 


81 


Latin 


99 


Trigonometry 


100 


Drill 


99 

84 


Science 


88 







These results may, I think, be accepted as fairly satisfactory, although the mark for a " pass" — 
50 per cent, of the maximum — cannot be regarded as high. 

Exemption Examination. 

During the regular inspections, 998 children were examined for exemption certificates, with 
results as under : — 





Section of District. 


Examined. 


Passed. 


Percentage of Passes. 




1896. 


1895. 


Ooulburn 


325 
185 
280 
208 


213 

108 

188 

99 


65 
53 

67 

47 


68 


Braidwood 


58 


Bejra 


58 


Yass r 


47 




Totals 






998 


608 


60 


59 
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In the Goulburn Section there were 239, in the Braidwood Section 96, and in the* Yass Section 
79 pupils who had previously obtained certificates. The general results are about the same as those 
reported for 1895 ; and inasmuch as they indicate that 40 per cent, of the pupils examined failed to 
meet the very reasonable standard requirements, they cannot be taken as fully satisfactory. The 
failures occurred chiefly in arithmetic, and give evidence of a want of thorough grounding in the 
elementary rules, and of too strict an adherence to mere routine work. 

Superior Schools. 

The work done in these schools has been, for the most part, productive of good results. The 
fifth class pupils of the schools of this class under my personal supervision were examined, as informer 
years, on paper, in all subjects in which that course is practicable, and in certain subjects the ques- 
tions were set on the lines of the University Public Junior examinations — as contemplated by the 
Regulations. The senior boys and girls of the Goulburn Schools attended a year's course of lectures 
on experimental physics, given at the local Technical College by Mr. A. J. Sach, F.C.S. They were 
accompanied to the lectures by the regular teachers, on whom devolved the duty of revising with the 
pupils the substance of each lecture, an arrangement which, for the past four years, has been produc- 
tive of excellent results. . At the end of November the pupils underwent a written examination, and 
acquitted themselves very creditably. 

Kindergarten. 

For six and a half years selected Kindergarten occupations have formed a distinctive feature of 
the instruction given in the infants' classes of the Goulburn and Quean bey an Schools. These classes 
have numbered nearly 800 pupils each quarter, and the beneficial effects of this admirable method have 
well repaid the teachers for the earnestness and zeal with which they have laboured to give the little 
ones entrusted to their care the advantages of a system of instruction at once rational and pleasing. 
During the year the Goulburn Superior Public School received a certificate and medal awarded at the 
World's Fair, Chicago, for excellent exhibits of Kindergarten work, needlework, and school exercises. 
The Kindergarten exhibits were prepared by Miss F. do Courcy's pupils, and the needlework and exer- 
cise books were forwarded by girls under the cafe of Miss E. J. Kush forth. 

Manual Training Clas*. 

• The Public School Manual Training Class, in connection with the Goulburn Technical College, 
comprising 55 boys from the Goulburn Schools, has made excellent progress under Mr. Thomas Wilkie. 
Admission to this class is eagerly sought for by the lads who are eligible for entrance to it, and the 
training received therein cannot but prove beneficial to those who are privileged to enjoy it. 



Discipline. 

No features of our schools are, I think, more deserving of praise than the order, good conduct, 
and general discipline of the pupils. There has been very little cause during the year to note defects 
under this heading, and in respect to this point the schools of the District may be regarded as in a 
satisfactory condition. 

Teachers. 

* 

The total number of teachers of all grades in the District at the end of 1895, was 393 — an 
increase of 13 for the year. They were distributed as follows — 



Section. 



Teachers. 


• 

« 
00 
Vi 

V 

hi 
■»-> 

80 


Assistants. 


• 

s 

eS 
3 


•8 

•** 

CO 

"3 

c 


Pupil Teachers. 


Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 


Males. 


Females. 



Totals. 



Goulburn .... 
Braidwood 

Bega 

Yass , 

Totals 



50 


22 


50 


22 


78 


14 


49 


26 


227 


84 



6 



3 


12 


77 


16 


6 


12 




4 


55 


21 


1 


7 


; i 


4 


79 


19 


2 


9 




5 


53 
264 


27 
83 


2 


7 


1 4 


25 


11 


35 



111 

84 

109 

89 



393 



With few exceptions, the teachers are careful and circumspect in their personal conduct, and 
imbued with a proper sense of the honourable and responsible nature of their calling. As a body, they 
are intelligent, skilful, and trustworthy. 
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Summai'y. 

The educational wants of the District are well provided for, the results of inspection evidence 
the fact that the schools are affording a sound education to a large proportion of the available chil- 
dren, and the prospects of the present year are hopeful. 

Reports from the Inspectors in charge, respectively, of Braid wood, Bega, and Yass Sections are 
appended hereto. 

D. J. COOPER, 
Goulburn, 4th January, 1897: District Inspector. 

ANNEX R. 

Inspector Nolan's Report. 

At the close of 1895 my list contained 94 schools, 1 of which was not reopened. At the beginning of 
the current year 16 schools, transferred from the Nowra Section, were placed under my supervision ; 
on the other hand, 8 schools were transferred from Braidwood to the Bega Section. During the year 
1 new school was established, and 8 schools were permanently closed on account of small attendance. 
The present year closes with 94 schools. 

As stated in former reports, the population of the greater portion of this section is of an 
unsettled character. Many rural settlements, formerly able to maintain a school, are now almost 
deserted, the general tendency of the residents being to gravitate to the larger townships ; hence the 
difficulties in dealing with applications for the establishment of small schools, and the inadvisableness 
of erecting costly buildings. Where, however, the settlement is likely to be permanent, *>teps have 
been, or are being, taken to supersede the old make-shift buildings by others of a more substantial 
character. Arrangements are also being made to supply spacious verandahs, which, besides affording 
shelter, also furnish lavatory accommodation. Speaking generally, the existing schools meet the 
requirements of the District, and they are well distributed. During the coming year a few small 
schools will be required to meet the extension of settlement ; but, on the other hand, others being 
unable to maintain the minimum attendance will probably be closed. The gross enrolment for the 
year was 3,796, and the average daily attendance was 2,189. The 4, 757 seats now available afford more 
than ample accommodation. 

Under Inspectorial • supervision 2 new buildings were erected, at a total cost of £183 12s., 
and 19 schools were improved, at a cost of £69 10s. A new building, to cost £128 10s., is near com- 
pletion at Nerriga. The undermentioned works, now in hand, are being carried out under the super- 
vision of the Chief Clerk of Works : — 

Burrill, new building £134 7 6 

Milton, painting and repairs 23 4 

Bell's Creek, painting and repairs 130 

Active steps will be taken during the ensuing year to improve several of the existing buildings. 

Of 103 schools open during the whole or some part of the year, 100 received regular inspection. 
Three Half-time Schools having been closed prior to my visit to their respective localities, were no 
inspected. After a rigid examination, 8 schools were found to be below, 1 up to, and 91 above, 
standard requirements. The corresponding results for 1895 were 8 below and 91 above standard. A 
comparison shows that an equal standard has been maintained during the two years. There were 
2,326 children present at examination. Of 185 pupils examined for exemption certificates, 108 passed 
the prescribed test ; 96 who obtained certificates in former years were found to be still regular school 
attendants. The majority of the schools are reasonably well equipped, and the departmental property 
is carefully guarded. Much more attention, however, needs to be paid to the ornamentation of the 
premises. The disciplinary condition is of a satisfactory character, and the moral tone is pleasing. 
The results of the instruction may be regarded as satisfactory, more especially in view of the many 
drawbacks incidental to country schools. School banks are in operation at 5 schools, with fair success. 
Several teachers are taking active steps in the formation of school libraries. With but rare exceptions 
the teachers are zealous in the discharge of their important duties. They uphold the dignity of their 
profession, and their local influence is of a salutary character. The pupil-teachers continue to give 
satisfaction to all concerned in their training. 

W. NOLAN, 
Braidwood, 26th December, 1896. Inspector. 

ANNEX S. 

INSPECTOR SHEEHY'S REPORT. 

The boundaries of this portion of the Goulburn District have been extended by the establishment of 
schools at Ledgerton and Uriarra, on the western side of the Murrumbidgee River, and at Godfrey's 
Creek, which is situated about midway between Burrowa and Cowra. The Yass Section now includes 
most of the counties of Murray, King, Harden, Buccleugh, and Cowley, together with portions of 
Argyle, Monteagle, and Clarendon. 

At the end of 1895 there were 81 schools under my supervision. Cooba Creek, Nangus, and 
Cavan Half-time, in which the attendance had greatly diminished, were not opened after the Christ- 
mas vacation. Warham, which had been worked with the latter, was converted into a Provisional 
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School. At the commencement of the March quarter, Brawlin Public was transferred to the Inspector 
at Young, and Cooradigbee Provisional was continued for a few weeks only, on account of paucity of 
attendance, through the removal of some of the residents from the locality. 

In the course of the year new Provisional Schools were opened at Godfrey's Creek and Mulli- 
gan's Flat, and Half-time Schools at Grassy Creek and Talmo. The schools at Kenny's Creek and 
Waggallalah, which had been closed, were reopened as Half-time, the former to be worked with 
Grassy Creek, and the latter with Berebangalo, reduced from Provisional to Half-time rank. Book- 
ham Public, which was discontinued for a few months, was made the companion school of Talmo. 

In consequence of increased attendance, G along Provisional, which had been enlarged, was con- 
verted into a Public School, and Kenny's Creek and Yammatree Half-time were converted into 
Provisional Schools. From the Wagga Wagga District, Jones' Creek Half-time was added to my list, 
to be worked in place of Yammatree with Bongongolong ; and Grassy Creek, which had been opened 
in conjunction with Kenny's Creek, was transferred to the Inspector at Crook well. After these 
changes the schools in operation in this section numbered 82, viz. : — 

Public 48 

Provisional 22 

Half-time 12 

In January new schools will be opened at Ledgerton and Uriarra. 

From the residents of seven localities applications for the establishment of new schools were 
received and inquired into. The result is given hereunder : — 



Locality. 



Kind of School applied for. 



Result 



Gundaroo Road, near Murrumbateman Provisional 

Kangiara Creek ,, 

Cade's Creek I Half-time 

Jerrawa ; Evening Public 

Ledgerton ' Half-time 

Uriarra 

Talmo 



»» 



>» 



Declined. 



>> 



»» 



»» 
Granted. 



>» 
»» 



Inspection. 

The number of schools open during the year, or some portion of it, was 84. Except 1 Pro- 
visional School, which was in operation for a few weeks only in the month of January, all were 
fully inspected, and 1 received a second regular inspection. Opportunities occurred in connection 
with special visits to make in addition three ordinary inspections. Of the 83 schools examined, 2 were 
below, 3 up to, and 78 above the standard (50 per cent, of possible marks). The efficiency of the 
different classes of schools is shown in the following table : — 



Schools. 


Below Standard. 



2 


Up to Standard. 


Above Standard. 

48 
20 


Total. 


Public 



2 


48 


Provisional 


22 


Half-time 


1 10 


13 










Totals 


m* 


3 


78 


83 






Totals in 1895 


4 


3 


78 


85 







Organisation. 

Except where the buildings were erected by the residents, the schools generally are in a satis- 
factory state of repair, and are provided with tanks. All are adequately supplied with working 
materials. In the majority of them the lesson guides are suitable, and show that care and judgment 
are bestowed on their construction. One exception was of a very pronounced character, and was 
suitably dealt with. 

Discipline. 

The discipline is, on the whole, healthy. Good order is maintained. The pupils are, as a rule, 
mannerly, and exhibit a becoming demeanour. There is an improvement in the regularity and 
punctuality as compared with last year. The attendance, however, at several schools was very much 
affected during the December quarter by the absence of pupils whose services were utilised in con- 
nection with shearing and harvesting. 
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Proficiency. 
The number of pupils examined, and the percentage of passes in each subject, are given 



Subjects. 



Number 
Examined. 



Number 
Passed. 



Percentages. 



1896. 



1895. 



Heading , 

Writing 

Dictation 

Arithmetic 

Grammar 

Geography 

History — English ... 
,, Australian 

Scripture 

Object Lessons 

Drawing 

Music ,.... 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Needlework 

Drill 



2,416 

2,269 

2,000 

2,281 

982 

977 

987 

125 

2,416 

2,415 

2,223 

2,416 

84 

23 

27 

31 

961 

2,416 



2,067 

2,169 

1,381 

1,967 

732 

768 

647 

123 

1,629 

2,256 

1,951 

1,392 

84 

23 

27 

31 

961 

2,017 



85*5 

95-5 

690 

86-2 

745 

78-6 

64 5 

98*4 

67 4 

93 4 

87*7 

57 6 

100-0 

100 

100 

100 

100-0 

83-4 



80-2 
938 
70-4 
80-6 
58-7 
66-4 
545 

100-0 
62 5 
87-6 
87*3 
50-1 

100-0 

100-0 
68 4 

100-0 
99-2 
75 5 



In most subjects the percentages show satisfactory progress since last inspection. 

Of 208 pupils who were presented for exemption certificates, 99 passed the necessary examina- 
tion. Seventy-nine pupils holding certificates were present at inspection, and 48 of these were enrolled 
in 4 schools. 

■ 

Teachers. 

There were 75 teachers in charge of schools, 5 assistants, and 9 pupil- teachers employed in this 
section at the end of the year. Their classifications are given in the subjoined table : — 



Teachers in charge 

Assistants 

Totals .... 



HA. 



0) 

"3 



6 




6 



0* 

a 

fa 



II B. 



"3 



III A. 



IIIB. 



IIIC. 



Un- 
classified. 



Totals. 



a 

fa 



•a 

3 



•3 

a 
fa 



0) 

*3 



o 

"3 

a 

fa 



*3 



fa 



eS 



1 

fa 



OS 

3 



*3 

a 

fa 






3 





17 


2 


7 


8 


3 


4 


13 


12 


49 


26 


1 











1 











1 





2 





5 


1 


3 





17 


3 


7 


8 


3 


5 


13 


14 


49 


31 



Grand 
Total 



75 



80 



Pujnl-teachers. 



Glass I. 


Glass II. 


Class III. 


Class IV. 


Probationers. 


Total. 


Grand Total. 


Mole. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


Male. 


Female. 


1 


3 














1 


3 





1 


2 


7 


9 



The teachers as a body are earnest and painstaking in the discharge of their duties, and desirous 
to carry out suggestions where improvements are required. 
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Accommodation. 

At the end of last year the number of seats reckoned at 100 cubic feet of air space for each pupil 
was 3,642. Of these, 300 were lost by the closing of 4 schools, the giving up of 3 old buildings, and the 
transfer of 2 schools from this section. By the erection of 6 new school-rooms, the re-opening of 2 
schools, an addition to a school-building, and the transfer of a school to my list, 240 new seats were 
provided. Hence the present sitting accommodation consists of 3,582 places. This is sufficient, except 
in the case of 2 small schools, which were built by the residents. 

New buildings erected during the year : — 



School. 




Places at 8 

square feet 

of floor 

space. 



Places at 

100 cubic 

feet of air 

space. 



Supervised by 



Remarks. 



Lerida Public ... 

Nurung Public 

W atson's Reef Public 

Mulligan's Flat Provisional... 

Grassy Creek Half-time 

Talmo Half-time 



£ s. d, 

73 

52 17 

88 



40 


32 


40 
59 
20 


32 
57 
11 


27 
15 


19 

8 



Inspector ... 



>> 



» » 



Residents... 






Erected to replace old 
building. 



*t 



»» 



Erected where no school 
existed before. 






Under the supervision of the Inspector the school-building at Griffiths' Flat was enlarged and. 
renovated at a cost of £31 2s. Repairs, &c. , were effected to 33 schools and 5 teachers' residences. 
The former cost £130 J8s. 4d., and the latter £43 4s. 6d. 

The following works are in progress : — Improvements to 3 schools and 4 residences, to cost 
£11 6s. and £70 9s. b'd. respectively. 

Summary. 

Three new schools have been opened, 2 others are fit for occupation, and 3 new buildings to 
replace old ones have been erected. There is an improvement in the general efficiency of a large 
number of schools, and 94 per cent, of the whole are above the requirements of the standard. The 
means of education are well distributed, and the prospects for 1897 are satisfactory. 

P. F. SHEEHY, 
Yass, 31st December, 1896. Inspector. 

ANNEX T. 

Inspector Durie's Report. 

At the close of 1895 there were in the Bega section of the Goulburn District 99 schools, made up 
as follow : — 69 Public, 10 Provisional, and 20 Half-time. At the beginning of 1896 there were trans- 
ferred from Braidwood to Bega section the following seven schools : — Bateman's Bay and Mogo Public, 
Buckenbour Provisional, and Snaphook, Moggendoura, Burry, and Mosquito Bay Half-time ; "while* 
later in the year Pleasant View Half-time was similarly transferred. During 1896 the following new 
schools have been opened : — Cooper's Glen and Pericoe Provisional, and Glen Allan, Curry Flat, Green 
Cape, and Womboyn Half-time ; while Avoca and Walaga Lake Public, and Bournda South, Quin- 
burra, Dangelong, and Boco Half-time have been closed, on account of insufficient attendance. The 
following changes have been made during the year in the status of schools : — Killarney Swamp and 
Wapengo Provisional, Wandella and Fox Half-time have been raised to Public ; Oakvale, Snowy 
River, and Bournda North have become Provisional, and Burrembooka, Maharatta, Garfield, and Stony- 
Creek Public have been reduced to Half-time. Two Public Evening Schools were in operation during 
the year, viz. , at Mumbulla and Bombala ; the former, after a very brief existence, lapsed ; the latter, 
which started about the middle of November, is still in operation. The schools existing at the close 
of 1896 consist of 69 Public, 14 Provisional, 24 Half-time, and 1 Public Evening School ; total, 108. 

The total enrolment of pupils in all schools for the year was 5,083, and the average attendance 
3,041*9. The following table shows the attendance for 1895 and 1896 :— 



Quarter. 



Enrolment. 



1895. 



1896. 



Attendance. 



Percentage. 



1895. 



1896. 



1895. 



1896. 



March 

June 

September 
December 



3,717 
3,698 
3,658 
3,686 



4,102 
4,148 
4,064 
4,095 



2,507*8 
2,6035 
2,4612 
2,795-3 



2,9751 
2,8901 
3,089-3 
3,062-8 



67 4 


72-5 


70 4 


69*6 


67*4 


76 


75-8 


74-7 
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It will thus be seen that, while in 1895 the attendance was 70*2 per cent, of the enrolment, it 
reached 73*2 per cent, in 1896, an improvement of 3 per cent, for this year. 

During the year I made 109 regular inspections. Four schools were not so inspected. These 
were Avoca and Panpong Public, and the Evening Public Schools at Mumbulla and Bombala. Of the 
Public Schools, Avoca was closed before the end of February, and Panpong School was not in operation 
when I paid the locality my visit of annual inspection ; in fact, it has been closed, pending the 
appointment of a teacher, since the middle of August. The Evening School at Mumbulla was in 
operation for only a portion of September quarter, and Bombala Evening School opened on 11th 
November. I made an incidental inspection of the latter school a few nights after its opening. No 
ordinary inspections were made during the year. 

The following table shows the comparative condition of the schools inspected in 1895 and 1896. 
It wall be seen that the results are on the whole higher for this year : — 



Schools. 



Below Standard. 



1895. 



1896. 



Up to Standard. 



1895. 



1896. 



Above Standard. 



1895. 



1896. 



Public 

Provisional 
Half-time 
All 



per cent. 
6 
22 
4 

7 



per cent. 
4 

• • • 

4 
4 



per cent. 
20 
33 
23 
22 



per cent. 

24 

3 

11 

20 



per cent. 
74 
45 
73 
71 



per cent. 

72 
77 
85 
76 



At the close of 1896 there were employed in the schools of this district 109 teachers, viz., 81 
males and 28 females. These are classified as follows : — 



Class 1 B 2 

2 A 8 

2 B 7 

3 A 45 

3 B 10 

3 C 7 






5> 



Pupil-teachers — 

Class 1 2 

2 2 

3 

„ 4 : 6 

Probationer 1 






Unclassified 19 



— Total 11 

Total 98 

Grand total, 109. 

The teachers have maintained their high character for industry and trustworthiness, and are on 
the whole held in high esteem by the residents. 

Summary. 

1. The schools during 1896 have slightly improved in efficiency and regularity of attendance. 

2. The education requirements of the district are well supplied. 

3. The outlook for 1897 is encouraging. 

P. DURIE, 
Bega, 31st December, 1896. Inspector. 

ANNEX U. 

District Inspector Lobban's Report. 

The year 1896 closed with 319 schools or departments in operation in the Grafton District, viz., 
Public, 225 ; Provisional, 55 ; Half-time, 34 ; House-to-house, 4 ; and Evening Public, 1. There were 
74 Public Schools, 16 Provisional Schools, 10 Half-time Schools, 4 House-to-house Schools, and 
1 Evening Public School in the Grafton Section ; 81 Public, 16 Provisional, and 8 Half-time Schools in 
the Port Macquarie Section ; and 70 Public, 23 Provisional, and 6 Half-time Schools in the Lismore- 
Section. 

During the year 4 schools were closed through diminished attendance in the Grafton Section, 1 
in the Port Macquarie Section, and 2 in the Lismore Section. On the other hand, 8 new schools were- 
established in the Grafton Section, and 2 others that had been closed were reopened ; 1 new school was 
established in the Port Macquarie Section, and 3 were reopened ; and 3 new schools were established 
in the Lismore Section, and 2 were reopened. At the end of 1895 there were 307 schools in operation, 
so that the progress of the year 1896 is shown by an increase of 12 schools. 

All works carried out in the Grafton Section were under Inspectorial supervision. A portion of 
the improvements in the other sections were supervised by the Department's Clerks of Works. In the 
Grafton Section 3 new school-buildings were erected by the Department, and 4 others, built by the 
parents, were given rent-free. In the Port Macquarie Section 1 new school-house was put up ; and 5 
schoolrooms were built in the Lismore Section. 
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Some old buildings were replaced by new ones ; and 4 school-bouses were enlarged. By these 
means 127 additional seats were provided, giving available places at the end of the year for 5,763 
scholars; 5,636 seats were provided at the end of 1895. There is now adequate accommodation in 
most schools for the number of children in ordinary attendance. Those that are too small are either 
in process of enlargement, or steps are being taken to enlarge them. In old settled districts like the 
Grafton and Port Macquarie Sections, rapid increase of population is not expected ; yet considerable 
progress in the way of settlement in both is being made. This is especially the case in the Grafton 
Section, where rich gold reefs are now being developed. Dairying has taken firm root on the Rich- 
mond and Clarence, and this industry will tend to the concentration of settlement in these districts. 

No new residences were erected in the Grafton or Port Macquarie Sections ; but one was built 
in the Lismore Section under the Architect's supervision. A large amount of time, after office hours, 
had to be devoted by the Inspectors to the preparation of plans and specifications for the works they 
had to carry out. Under Inspectorial supervision 9 new school-houses were built, 6 were enlarged, 
and 127 buildings were repaired or improved at a total cost of £2,021 7s., viz., Grafton, £847 10s. 9d. ; 
Port Macquarie, £504 Is. lid. ; and Lismore, £699 14s. 4d. These sums do not include the expendi- 
ture under the Architect in the Port Macquarie and Lismore Sections. The Department's property 
throughout the District is well preserved and in good order. Considering the extent and population 
of the District, the expenditure on buildings and repairs has been small. Strict economy was practised 
by the Inspectors in the use of the funds placed at their disposal. It is gratifying to be able to add, 
however, that the Department's property has never been in a more satisfactory condition than it is at 
present. 

All the schools in operation during any part of the year (326) received a regular inspection, and 
6 of them underwent an ordinary or second regular inspection also. There were 11,725 pupils present 
at examination — 63 more than in 1895. The number would, no doubt, have been greater had the 
practice followed last year, of notifying the dates of inspection to the teachers been continued. In the 
schools of the Grafton Section, 4,024 scholars were examined ; 3,734 in the Port Macquarie Section ; 
and 3,967 in the Lismore Section. There were 14 schools below the standard ; 7 up to standard ; 
and 305 above the standard : viz. — Grafton Section, 1 below, 2 up to, and 106 above ; Port Macquarie 
8 below, 4 up to, and 104 above ; and Lismore, 5 below, 1 up to, and 95 above. It is thus seen that 
96 per cent, of the schools were up to or above the standard. This is the best record the district has 
made. It may be added that of those below standard, some were not a year in operation, while others 
had not Third Class, without which the standard cannot be reached. The Chief Inspector examined 
the upper classes in the Boys' and Girls' Schools at Grafton, and also in the schools at Smith town, 
Frederickton, East Kempsey, West Kempsey, and Taree. He also visited and incidentally inspected 
a large number of schools in the lower grades in the Grafton and Port Macquarie Sections. Mr. 
Board inspected all the schools in his own section, and 4 in the Grafton Section. 

The following table shows the number of scholars examined in the three sections respectively, 
and the number of passes in each subject ; with the percentage of passes for 1895 given for the purpose 
of comparison : — 



Subjects. 



Grafton. 


Port Macquarie. 


Lismore. 


Total. 


Per 
cent. 


Examd. 


Passed. 


Examd. 


Passed. 


Examd. 


Passed. 


Examd. 


Passed. 


1896. 



Per 

cent. 



1895. 



Reading 

Writing 

Dictation 

Arithmetic 

Grammar 

Geography 

History — English 

,, Australian... 

Scripture 

Object Lessons 

Drawing 

Music 

French , 

Euclid 

Algebra 

Mensuration 

Latin 

Trigonometry 

Needlework 

Drill 

Natural Science 



4,024 


3,861 


3,734 


3,160 


3,967 


3,695 


11,725 


10,716 


i 
91 1 


4,024 


3,800 


3,729 


2,992 


3,967 


3,646 


11,720 


10,438 


89 


3,444 


3,020 


3,121 


2,592 


3,238 


2,448 


9,803 


8,004 


81 


4,024 


3,082 


3,576 


2,536 


3,967 


2,947 


11,567 


8,621 


74 


1,629 


1,299 


1,430 


1,095 


1,490 


1,119 


4,549 


3,513 


77 


1,629 


1,338 


1,430 


1,143 


1,490 


1,180 


4,549 


3,661 


80 


1,618 


1,292 


1,423 


1,037 


1,490 


1,048 


4,531 


3,374 


74 


584 


435 


159 


131 


202 


167 


945 


733 


77 


3,629 


3,051 


3,585 


2,663 


3,739 


3,051 


10,953 


8,765 


SO 


3,844 


3,214 


3,620 


2,854 


3,917 


3,245 


11,381 


9,313 


81 


3,908 


3,152 


3,707 


2,758 


3,967 


3,317 


11,582 


9,227 


79 


3,713 


3,169 


3,522 


2,632 


3,783 


3,157 


11,018 


8,958 


81 


36 


31 


26 


20 


30 


14 


92 


65 


70 


141 


120 


111 


94 


120 


100 


372 


314 


84 


r 28 


23 


49 


r 36 


15 


11 


92 


70 


76 


268 


173 


137 


89 


127 


75 


532 


337 


63 


28 


28 


49 


39 


20 


16 


97 


83 


85 








1 


1 








1 


1 


100 


1,523 


1,472 


1,491 


1,245 


1,401 


1,265 


4,415 


3,982 


90 


3,955 


3,560 


3,707 


2,732 


3,967 


3,182 


11,629 


9,474 


81 


64 


52 


87 


80 


50 


44 


201 


176 


87 



91 

87 
82 
75 
78 
80 
75 
77 
80 
83 
79 
81 
79 
75 
80 
66 
78 
83 
88 
82 
93 
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On the whole these results may be considered satisfactory. Arithmetic is the least effectively, 
taught of the more important subjects, only 74 per cent, having satisfied or exceeded the standard. 
The great defect is in dealing with the compound rules and reduction. The country is now flooded, 
with cheap arithmetic books, and these are relied upon in many cases to supply the necessary questions, 
for solution. The subject is best taught in schools where the teachers frame their own questions and 
give much attention to mental arithmetic. In the better schools the higher classes do not use slates at 
all, their work being done on paper. The writing is fairly satisfactory in most schools ; in a few it is 
very good. As a rule, the girls write better than the boys. Reading is carefully taught in most, 
schools, and 91 per cent, of tfie oupils examined passed. Much care is bestowed upon spelling ; and 
81 per cent, of the pupils passed in dictation. More attention, however, needs to be given to, 
derivation and word-meanings. Grammar does not appear to be so thoroughly taught as in former 
years, and in some schools the treatment of the lessons in geography is very crude. Most of the 
schools are well organised, and the discipline, as a whole, is of a healthy character. 

Pupils from 12 schools were successful at the University examinations — 1 senior and 42 juniors 
having passed. In this examination the Grafton Boys' School stood out prominently with 17 passes, 
including 6 matriculants ; while Chatsworth Island Public, with 6 passes, deserves honorable mention. 

During the year, 896 pupils were examined for exemption-certificates, but only 499, or 55 per 
cent, passed. In Grafton Section 320 were examined, and. 233, or 72. per cent., passed ; in Port 
Macquarie Section 266 were examined, and 92, or 34 per cent., passed ; and in Lismore Section 310 
were examined, and 174, or 56 per cent., passed. These results are decidedly unsatisfactory, when it 
is remembered that no pupil is required to undergo this examination who has not been four half years 
in the Third Class. 

A considerable impetus has of late years been given to the study of English composition in the 
schools on the Clarence River by the valuable prizes offered each year by the Caledonian Society for 
the best essay on a subject connected with Scottish history, written by a Public School pupil in the 
presence of the District Inspector and the Secretary of the Society. This year three prizes were 
offered : — (i) A complete set of the Works of Sir Walter Scott ; (ri) Separate editions of the Works of 
Shakespeare, Moore, and Wordsworth ; (in) Life and Works of Robert Burns. 1896 edition — all elegantly- 
bound. Thirty pupils entered for the competition, and all did creditably. The subject was 
" Flodden Field." The. first prize was won by Clarence Northcott, Ulmarra Public School; the- 
second by Ida Garven, Grafton Superior Public School; and the third by Julia Farlow, Superior 
Public School, Maclean. 

The attendance throughout the year was very fairly satisfactory. The highest enrolment in 
each section was reached in the September quarter : — 

Grafton Section. —Enrolment, 5,173 ; average daily attendance, 3,889 "6 ; 75 per cent. 

Port Macquarie Section. Enrolment, 4,922 ; average daily attendance, 3,581*2 ; 73 per cent.. 

Lismore Section. — Enrolment, 5,103 ; average daily attendance, 3,886*5 ; 76 per cent. 

The regularity of attendance during September quarter was, it is seen, 1 per cent, better in the 
Lismore than the Grafton Section, and 3 per cent, better than in the Port Macquarie Section. For* 
the other quarters the percentages were : — 

Grafton ... March, 73 per cent. ; June, 76 per cent. ; December, 74 per cent. 

Port Macquarie.. „ 68 ,, ,, 72 ,, ,, 71 ,, 

Lismore „ 69 „ „ 76 „ „ 74 ,, 

From these figures, it appears that the regularity of attendance for the whole year is best in the 
Grafton Section, and worst in the Port Macquarie Section. Year by year the regularity of attendance 
in the Lismore Section continues to improve, as the enrolment of pupils increases, and it is not 
improbable that next year this section will stand first both in enrolment and average daily attendance. 
Legal action in connection with the compulsory clauses of the Act had to be resorted to in very few 
cases. This satisfactory state of affairs is largely due. to the judicious and effective action of the 
teachers, in whose hands this matter now practically, rests. 

There were 1,876 free pupils on the rolls at the end of the year, viz., 675 in Grafton Section ; 
586 in Port Macquarie Section ; and 615 in Lismore Section. None were granted free education who 
could reasonably be expected to pay school fees. A large number of persons who hoped to be able to 
pay, found after a time that they were unable to do so, and as they had not obtained free education, 
they were obliged to apply to the Department to cancel their debts, which in the aggregate amounted 
to a considerable sum. At the end of the year the arrears of fees amounted to £131 19s. 9d., viz., 
Grafton, £22 2s. 9d. ; Port Macquarie, £65 8s. 9d. ; and Lismore, £44 8d. 3d. It is probable that a 
considerable proportion of these amounts may be regarded as bad debts. Very few parents were sum- 
moned on account of failing to pay school fees ; but when they were, verdicts were obtained, and the> 
debts were promptly paid. More hopeful prospects are now in view, and it is confidently anticipated: 
that the free list will be considerably less in 1897. 

Most of the school banks continue to flourish. There were 21 in operation at the end of the 
year in Grafton Section, with 689 depositors on the books, having £157 9s. 3d. to their credit. In the 
Port Macquarie Section, there were 20 banks, with 393 depositors, having £91 17s. 6d. to their credit. 
In the Lismore Section there were 15 banks. 

Several of the school grounds present a pleasing appearance, while others are bare and unin- 
teresting. Some of the residences have* quite a home-like aspect, in consequence of the thoughtfulness 
of the teachers in planting flowers and fruit-trees, and cultivating gardens. Pretty flower-beds impact 
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a charm to the otherwise uninteresting sarroundings of many of the small schools in the bush, taught 

by female teachers. This does not apply, generally, to schools similarly situated, but under the charge 

'of male teachers. The school-grounds at Chats worth Island are the best kept in the Grafton Section, 

«nd everything about the premises gives evidence of the teacher's care of the Department's property. 

The Public School Boards continue to take an intelligent interest in the supervision of the 
schools in their respective Districts. Valuable assistance has been rendered by many of them in 
systematically supervising works in progress in connection with school-buildings ; the result of their 
frequent inspections being satisfactorily-completed contracts. 

The school staff at the end of the year consisted of 296 teachers, 4 mistresses, 26 assistants, 
&\ pupil-teachers, and 1 work-mistress, viz. : — 

Grafton Section : — 97 teachers, 2 mistresses, 10 assistants, 28 pupil-teachers, 1 work-mistress. 
Port Macquarie Section : — 106 teachers, 6 assistants, 17 pupil-teachers. 
Lismore Section : — 93 teachers, 2 mistresses, 10 assistants, 16 pupil- teachers. 

They are classified as follows : — 



*T~ 


















IB. 


II A. 


II B. 


III A. 


ma 


III C. 


Nil. 


Glass I. 


Class II. 


Class III. 


Class IV. 


Probationers. 


X. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


M. 


F. 


4 


1 


47 


5 


15 


1 


95 


27 


30 


8 


9 


5 


47 


32 


5 


8 


2 


4 


12 


5 


10 


14 





1 



The only work-mistress in the District is employed in the Girls' department of the Grafton 
■Superior Public School. Most of the unclassified teachers have been trained as pupil-teachers, and 
will, in due course, be examined for classification. The teachers as a body are studious, industrious, 
4#td trustworthy, and conduct themselves in such a way as to command the respect of the people 
<among whom they dwell. Many of the young ex -pupil teachers in out-of-the-way places are doing 
excellent work, and to them is due very largely the improved condition of the lower grades of schools. 
The pupil-teachers continue to maintain the reputation they have won for diligence and good conduct. 
"There were very few failures at the yearly examination. Reviewing the year's operations there i§ 
much ground for encouragement. Many of the schools are presided over by able and capable teachers, 
and in nearly every school an honest attempt is made to do good work. The success of the schools 
depends upon the teachers, and it is gratifying to know that many of them aim at a high ideal, and 
realise that the training of character is as much a portion of their duty as the culture of the mind. 

A. LOBBAN, 
Grafton, 11th January, 1897.. District Inspector, 



ANNEX V. 



Inspector Wright's Report. 

Of the 116 schools under my charge during the year, 3 were schools temporarily closed during 1895, 
and reopened in 1896, and 1, Kundibakh Provisional, was a new school. Only 1 school, Nullenbullah 
JHalf-time, was closed during the year, so that there are now 115 schools in operation, viz. : — 

81 Public. 

16 Provisional. 

18 Half-time. 

The establishment of 4 new schools has been sanctioned, viz., Provisional Schools at Macleay 
Entrance and Mungay Creek, and 2 Half-time Schools on Five Day Creek, and these will be opened 
early in 1897. 

Accommodation, 

There is now accommodation in existing schools for 6,911 pupils, allowing 100 cubic feet for 
each child, or for 7,021 pupils, giving to each pupil 8 square feet of floor space. The gross enrolment 
for the year was only 5,932, and the highest quarterly enrolment 4,922 ; so^ that ample provision for 
the requirements of the District has been made. 



Inspection. 

All the schools (116) open during the year were fully inspected, and 108 (93 per cent.) were 
found to be up to or above the requirements of the standard. These results are 7 per cent, better 
than those obtained last year, ana may be regarded as very satisfactory. The schools which received 
the highest marks for efficiency were Taree Superior Public and Wingham Public. 
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Teaching Staf. 

At the end of the year there were 129 teachers employed, viz., 106 principal teachers, 6 assistant 
teachers, and 17 pupil- teachers. Of the principal teachers, 78 have classifications ranging from I B to 
III C, and 28 are unclassified. The teachers generally are zealous and earnest, and are held in high 
esteem as teachers and citizens. 

School Property. 

A number of school-houses, residences, &c, have been repaired during the year, and most of 
the premises are now in good order, and present a pleasing appearance. The school property is in 
most cages carefully attended to by the teachers, who generally prove satisfactory tenants. 

Summary. 

The educational requirements of this section are adequately met, the teachers are capable, and 
the work done is sound and progressive. The prospects for the coming year are satisfactory. 

STEWART WRIGHT, 
Port Macquarie, 2nd January, 1897. Inspector. 

ANNEX W. 

Inspector Board's Report. 

At the close of 1895 there were 96 schools in operation in this section. In the course of the past year 
new Provisional Schools have been opened at Jasper, Norton's Gap, and Wollumbin. The school at 
Riley, which was closed at the end of 1894, was reopened as Provisional in July, 1896 ; and 
the school at Tucki Tucki, closed in June, 1895, was reopened as Provisional in November, 1896. In 
all, 101 schools have been in operation during the whole or portion of the past year ; of these, Bruns- 
wick Public School was closed in June last, and Drighlington Half-time School in October, leaving 99 
in operation when the year closed. These are classified as follows : — Public, 70 ; Provisional, 23 ; 
Half-time, 6. 

Tabulam Provisional School was closed during the first half of the year, but was reopened in 
July last. During the year the Provisional Schools at Condong and Duranbah have been converted 
into Public Schools, and the Half-time School at Kyogle into a Provisional School. A Provisional 
School is about to be established at Keerrong, near Lismore. 

The area included in this section is now well provided with schools, which are distributed so as 
most conveniently to meet the requirements of the population. Where it has been found necessary 
school buildings have been removed and re-erected in positions where they better suit the needs arising 
from changes of settlement. The number of applications for new schools has been much smaller than 
in previous years ; but, on the other hand, the demand for the enlargement of existing school build- 
ings has increased. It is in this direction that the necessities of the near future must be chiefly met, 
-as the trend of new settlement is towards parts of the District already provided with small schools 
rather than to more outlying portions. From this cause additional accommodation has had to be pro- 
vided at Riley's Hill and Byron Creek, and additions to New Italy and Numulgi schools will be com- 
pleted during the present vacation. The number of seats provided at the end of 1895 was 5,734 ; by 
the erection of new school buildings and additions the number has been increased to 5,886, while the 
maximum quarterly enrolment has increased from 5,029 to 5,103. 

In the course of the year new school buildings have been erected at Alstonville, W T hite 
Swamp, and Pearce's Creek, to replace old ones, and repairs have been carried out as they were found 
to be necessary. Attention has been specially directed towards increasing the comfort of the smaller 
schools by the addition of verandahs, the supply of lavatories, and the internal lining of weather- 
board buildings. The erection of a new school at Alstonville and a teacher's residence at Byron 
Creek was carried out under the Architect at a cost of £421 7s. 6d. All other buildings and repairs 
have been under the Inspector's supervision. Completed works of this kind have cost £669 14s. 4d., and 
works now in progress will involve an expenditure of £564 13s. 8d. Excepting two or three buildings 
which will receive attention early in the coming year, the school premises in this Section are in good 
condition, and are well provided with teaching requisites. 

All the schools in operation during the year received a regular inspection ; two were regularly 
inspected a second time, and two ordinary inspections were made. The results of inspection show 
that the efficiency of the schools in 1895 has been maintained during 1896, the average general efficiency 
being 62*6 per cent, in both years. Of the 101 schools inspected, 5 were below standard, 1 up to 
standard, and 95 above standard. The results of examination in the various subjects of instruction 
show a general similarity to those of last year, the most noticeable variations being an advance of 4 
per cent, in writing and dictation, of 2 per cent, in arithmetic, and a decline of 2 per cent, in 
grammar and English history. Greater attention has been given to the teaching of writing during 
the past year, and with the adoption of more skilful methods of treating the subject, a further advance 
is looked for. English history gives the least satisfaction, the passes in this subject being only 70 per 
cent. This is due in varying degrees to the fact that the treatment of the subject frequently embraces 
nothing more than the barren details supplied by the text-book prescribed for Third Classes, without 
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being supplemented and illustrated from the larger knowledge of the subject, which it is essential the 
teacher should possess, and also to insufficient discrimination between what is of primary, and what is 
of merely secondary importance in historical events. The importance of the use of maps in the 
teaching of history needs to be more fully recognised. 

During the year, 310 pupils were examined for exemption-certificates, and 174 passed, the per- 
centage of passes being the same as in 1895. 

The organisation and discipline of the schools are generally satisfactory ; school libraries are 
being gradually extended, and the playgrounds, as a rule, are kept in good condition. 

The total number of teachers in this section is ] 21, classified as follows : — Class II, '22 ; Class 
III, 57 ; unclassified, 26 ; pupil-teachers, 16 ; of the unclassified teachers, 17 have been trained as 
pupil-teachers. The teachers, as a body, are much respected, and the generally satisfactory character 
of the past year's work is due to earnestness and industry, with which they have discharged their 
duties. ' 

P. BOARD, 
Lismore, 2nd January, 1897. Inspector. 



ANNEX X. 

District Inspector T. Dwyer's Report. 

At the beginning of the year the following changes were made in regard to the distribution of the 
schools of this District, viz., 17 schools on the Upper Hunter were transferred to Armidale ; one was 
placed in Wellington District, 20 schools were taken from the Sub-metropolitan District and added to 
this, and 13 schools of the Maitland Section were transferred to Dungog. 

The number of schools in operation during some portion of the year was 245, comprising : — 

197 Public Schools and departments. 

20 Provisional. 

21 Half-time. 

4 House-to-house. 

3 Evening Public. 

Total 245 

In the Maitland Section one small school, Murray's Run Half-time, was closed at the end of 
June for want of attendance. The school buildings in that locality have been taken down, and 
re-erected at Yango. The West Maitland Evening Public School was closed a few weeks ago. Three 
small schools were erected and opened during the year in places wherein no schools previously existed, 
viz. , Luskintyre Public, Maison de Dieu Provisional, and Manobali Provisional. A new class-room 
for Rix Creek was completed at the close of last year. Forty-three school buildings underwent 
repairs under my supervision, at a cost of £265 3s. 3d., and 13 teachers' residences were improved, 
under the same supervision, at an outlay of £193 7s. 3d. It has been decided to establish a Public 
School at Dalwood, and to erect a new school-room at Cox's Gap. 

The number of schools in operation at the close of 1896 was ; — 

197 Public Schools and departments. 

20 Provisional Schools. 

21 Half-time Schools. 

4 House-to-house Schools. 
1 Evening Public School. 



Total 243 

Existing schools are centrally situated, and afford more than ample floor-space for the highest 
average attendance during any part of the year. The total floor-space for 1896 for the whole district 
is 25,579, and the total number of cubical spaces for the same period 27,202, as against 24,240 and 
26,612 respectively in 1895. 

Tree-plan tiug and the cultivation of flower-gardens in the Maitland Section have almost been 
discontinued, except in the case of the following schools, in which considerable attention is still given 
to arboriculture and gardening, viz., Aberdeen, Bolwarra, Denman, Homeville, Horseshoe Bend, 
Hinton, and Largs. The organisation and discipline of the schools of this District continue to be very 
satisfactory. In a few schools, however, errors of a serious nature were found in the rolls, the admis- 
sion registers were incomplete, daily report books were not posted for several days, and lesson 
registers were in arrear. In one school that record was found unposted for three consecutive months. 
Drill in the schools of this section, which are visited by Captain Mulholland, shows marked improve- 
ment since that gentleman's appointment. 

The instruction of the pupils was, on the whole, very fairly imparted by such teachers as 
regularly and carefully prepared their work, while in the case of several who teach from imperfect 
knowledge, who have to use text books, even on the day of inspection, defective teaching and poor 
resales were invariably met with. 
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The work of inspection for the year is shown hereunder : — 



Section of District. 


Regular Inspec- 
tions. 


Ordinary and second 

regular 

Inspections. 


Total Number of 
Inspections. 


Number of Pupils 
Examined. 


Maitland 


85 
61 
98 


8 



23 


93 

61 

121 


4,438 
9,361 


Newcastle 




2,940 




Total 


244 


31 


275 


16,739 





Every school in the whole district, except one small Evening Public, had a regular inspection. 
That Evening Public School was closed before the visiting Inspector had time to examine it. With 
reference to the proficiency of the inspected schools, it is found that in Maitland Section 96 per cent, 
-of these schools succeeded in satisfying or exceeding the standard, 100 per cent, in Newcastle Section, 
and 95 per cent, in Dungog, the percentage for the whole District being 97 as against 94 for 1895. 

The following schools sent up successful pupils to the Junior University Examination, held in 
June, 1896 :— 

Carrington, 1 passed ; Denman, 1 passed ; Maitland West, 2 passed Mulbring, 1 passed ; 
Newcastle, 12 passed ; Wallsend, 1 passed ; Wickham, 3 passed ; St. Ethers, 1 passed. That makes 
a total of 22 successful pupils from 8 schools. In 1895, 28 passed from 5 schools. 

The number of pupils examined for exemption-certificates in the Maitland Section was 708, of 
whom 509, or 72 per cent., passed. In Newcastle Section the number examined was 850, and 461, or 
54 per cent., passed. 

The proficiency of the pupils in each subject of instruction, and the percentage of those who 
satisfied or exceeded the standard are shown in the following table : — 



Subjects. 


Number 
Examined. 


Percentage. 


Subjects. 


Number 
Examined. 


Percentage. 


Heading — 

Alphabet 


1,889 

3,159 

5,826 

*5 865 


78 
80 
84 

ftfl 


Geography — 

Elementary 


3,397 
3,538 




Monosyllables 


78 


Easy Narrative 


Advanced 


73 


OrninRTv "Prosip 


Total 






! 


6,935 


77 


Total 


16,739 | 83 


History — 
English 


* * 


Writing — 

On Slates 


6,907 
1,264 

16,380 

16,539 

16,634 

15,935 

251 

961 

266 

408 

258 

7,247 

15,642 

172 




6,448 i 80 
10,291 ! 83 




In Books 


78 




A imtralian 


76 


Total 


16,739 


83 


Sprintnrp 






80 


Dictation 


13,398 1 83 

i 


Object Lessons 


79 


A i*i thmetiifi 


Drawinc 


81 


Simple Rules 


10,604 | 76 
3,497 1 79 
2,601 | 74 


Music '. 


82 


Compound Rules 

Higher Rules 


Euclid 

Alffehra 


77 
69 




80 


Total 


16,702 I 75 


Mensuration 


76 


C t ram mar 


Latin 


77 


Elementary 

Advanced 


3,638 
3,302 


79 

77 


Needlework 


80 


Drill 


80 






87 


Total 


6,940 


79 







Compared with last year, compound rules are better by 10 per cent. ; higher rules and French 
have advanced 9 per cent. ; Australian history is better by 6 per cent. ; advanced grammar by 5 per 
cent. ; alphabet, algebra show an advance of 4 per cent. ; Latin is better by 3 per cent. ; English 
history, scripture, drawing, mensuration, and drill show an improvement of 2 per cent.; simple 
rules, euclid, and elementary grammar are 1 per cent, better ; needlework is not so good Dy 
5 per cent. ; object lessons, advanced geography, and writing on slates have fallen 3. per cent. ; 
easy narrative and ordinary prose are worse by 2 per cent. ; writing in books, natural science, and 
elementary geography have declined 1 per cent. The results in dictation were inadvertently omitted 
from last year's report. For this year the percentage is 83, which should be considered very satis- 
factory. 
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The total number of teachers, assistants, work-mistresses, and pupil-teachers employed in this 
district during the year is 475. With very few exceptions, they have devoted their full energy in the 
discharge of their official duties, and no serious complaint has been made against any of them during 
the year. Several gained promotion by examination, and a few gained an advance in grade under 
Article 103 of the Regulations. Their classification at the end of 1896- is shown in the following 
table : — 





I A. 


I B. 


II A. 


II B. 


III A. 


IIIB. 


III C. 


Un. 

classified 


Total. 


73 
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44 


46 
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Summary. 

Four new schools were opened during the year ; the sum of £930 18s. lid. was expended by the 
Inspectors in improving schools and residences. With the exception of one small Evening Public 
-School, every school in the district had a regular inspection, and 31 had ordinary and second regular 
inspections. The work of the year has been faithfully performed, and the primary schools of the 
-Maitland District are in a creditable state of efficiency. 

T. DWYER, 
East Maitland, 5th January, 1897. District Inspector. 



ANNEX Y. 

Inspector Flashman's Report. 

The schools under my supervision during the past year included 61 departments. The Infants Depart- 
ment at Carrington was closed, and an Evening School at Hamilton opened during the year. 

The enrolment of pupils has been in excess of that of previous years, and was as follows : - 

March quarter 12,297 

June quarter 11,965 

September quarter 12,319 

December quarter 12,147 

The accommodation provided in the schools is for 13,924 pupils. 

It has been found necessary to increase the accommodation at Wall send Boys' and Lambton 
Infants' Departments ; this will be undertaken at once, and when completed no school in the district 
will be compelled to use weather-sheds for teaching purposes. 

Many of the schoolrooms and teachers' residences have been repaired either under my own 
supervision or that of the Clerk of Works. 

My experience has taught me that but very few teachers appear to take sufficient interest in 
their homes or home surroundings to induce them to make any improvements which might be called 
permanent. A teacher's garden is the exception, and not the rule, while the many little conveniences 
to be found in the homes of most householders are altogether absent. I can account for this only by 
the fact that, taking the teachers as a body, they appear to be very unsettled ; the younger teachers 
expect soon to be removed to more important positions, and those holding good appointments hope the 
day is not far distant when they will be promoted to the Sydney District. Very few teachers have 
any desire to make a permanent home in this section. 
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I regret to report that, in nearly every instance, the school-gardens have been neglected. Since 
the bonus for gardening has been withdrawn the interest in this matter has been allowed to decline, 
and now very few schools have anything but posts and rails, which indicate where once the garden 
was. This is very much to be regretted, as I have found that the children generally took considerable 
interest in the school-garden when encouraged by their teachers. 

Flowers, as schoolroom decorations, are not as common as desirable, especially in Boys' and 
Infants' Departments. A few girls' schools are always found to be gay and attractive with these 
"gifts of Nature." 

All the schools were inspected during the year. The organisation of most of them was found to 
be of a very satisfactory character. The rooms are generally clean, neat, and attractive. The lesson 
documents were drawn, and the records complete and accurate. 

In most cases the discipline is mild and effective. I have had very few complaints from parents 
respecting undue corporal punishment. The work of the schools is conducted in a methodical, cheer- 
ful manner ; the pupils willingly obey the wishes of their teachers, and appear happy and contented 
in their school-life. 

The attainments of the pupils, as ascertained at the inspection of the schools, were found to be 
in most cases most satisfactory. The standard requirements were reached in all cases, and in a few 
schools high results were obtained. 

Arithmetic has received more intelligent treatment at the hands of the teachers, and, as a 
consequence, the results have been of a higher order than those of former years. 

As a rule, dictation is well taught ; more than half the fourth and fifth classes of the district 
obtained the mark " Excellent " for this subject, while several others obtained " Very good." 

As a general rule, the writing in copy-books of the upper classes is good ; but I cannot say the 
same for the writing of miscellaneous exercises, such as composition and reproduction on paper. These 
exercises are very frequently done badly by children whose copy-books are well done. From what I 
have observed, a pupil, during a writing lesson, will take a quarter of an hour to write a single line in 
his copy-book. The consequence is he is not accustomed to write rapidly, and when he is required to 
do so his writing is frequently disgraceful. 

With the exception of two schools, I have not been satisfied with the results obtained in 
geometry. When it is remembered that the requirements in this subject are small, and that the classes 
which receive instruction in this branch are generally taught by teachers who are known to have good 
mathematical acquirements, it is surprising how few classes, as a whole, can be found which are able 
to do more than barely satisfy the standard. In most classes a small number generally do well ; but 
the majority fail almost completely in working even the simplest proposition. 

The teaching of drawing has much improved in very many of the (schools, although I am not 
yet satisfied that the subject receives as much intelligent treatment as its importance deserves. 

There were 850 examined for "exemption certificates" ; 461 only succeeded in obtaining them. 
In most cases arithmetic was the weak subject. 

In July last Captain Mulholland was appointed Drill Instructor to the schools of this section. 
The result of this action has been to rouse considerable interest in the instruction of drill in all the 
schools. It has been arranged for the Captain to visit all the schools at least once a quarter, and the 
larger schools more frequently. Provision has been made for the instruction of the senior boys in 
shooting, and the military authorities have consented to the use of their targets at Newcastle, Lamb- 
ton, and Wallsend. A parade of all schools will be held once a quarter. It is hoped by these means 
to place the instruction of drill in a more favourable condition than it has been in the past. Ample 
provision has also been made for the instruction of the girls and infants. I have arranged that as 
many pupil- teachers as possible shall be present during the Captain's lessons, so that these young 
teachers may acquire some knowledge as to how they should conduct their lessons when the special 
instructor is absent. 

I am pleased to report that Captain Mulholland has entered with considerable enthusiasm into 
the duties of his new office, and has succeeded in winning the confidence and respect of both teachers 
and pupils. 

Two years ago a Public School District Athletic Association was formed. This was an exceed- 
ingly popular movement, and nearly all the leading teachers entered with considerable zest into the 
movement, while the enthusiasm among pupils and parents was most encouraging. The annual sports 
meeting was attended by at least 20,000 persons, and proved a great success in every sense of the 
word. 

During the year classes for manual training of lads from the schools have been conducted under 
Mr. Jones, as teacher. Eighty lads have been in regular attendance at these classes ; the pupils take 
considerable interest in their work, and from the teacher's report I gather that considerable progress 
has been made by most of them. 

Sixty of the students were, under my supervision, subjected to a written examination at the close 
of the year's work ; the result of this examination is not yet known. 

The Cookery Class has been in active operation the whole of the year. 180 girls have received 
instruction, with very satisfactory results. This class is still very popular among parents. I have 
always more applicants than I can find places for. The teaeher is painstaking, enthusiastic, and 
effective. 

At the close of the year there were employed in this section 34 principal teachers, 25 mistresses, 
72 assistants, 93 pupil-teachers, and 8 work -mistresses, making a total of 232 teachers of all grades. 
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Very few principal teachers have sought to improve their classification by examination during 
the year. Most of the mistresses hold a classification of 11 A ; they seem to be quite satisfied with 
their status, for I am not aware of a single instance of any preparation being made to secure a 
higher grade. 

All the pupil-teachers were examined during the year, and most of them gained promotion. 

A competitive examination of male applicant pupil-teachers was held in September last. Fifty- 
one were examined, and 15 selected ; all of these were superior lads, who displayed considerable 
literary ability as well as skill in the management of a class and the giving of a lesson. 

The work of instruction has gone on smoothly during the year. A few of the most successful 
teachers have been rewarded with promotion, while many have good cause to be thankful for their 
success. 

0. FLASHMAN, 
Newcastle, 1st January, 1897. Inspector. 



ANNEX Z. 

Inspector Kevin's Report. 

I took charge of this section of the Maitland District on the 1st February, and found under my 
supervision the following schools : — 

Public 67 

Provisional 15 

Half-time ". 14 

House-to-house 3 

Evening Public 1 

Total 100 

Of these, however, 3 were not in actual existence — Strathisla, Invergordon, and Dunkirk — 
though being in course of erection, of which the first-named only was finished and is now working. 
The aid promised by the Department was withdrawn from the other 2, as the promoters seemed to 
take no interest in their final success. The year closes with schools, viz. : — 

Public 69 

Provisional 12 

Half-time 14 

House-to-house 3 

Total 98 

Of these, all were regularly inspected, 7 received a second or reinspection, and 16 an ordinary 
inspection, while a large number were visited incidentally. Bulga Evening Public which was closed 
abruptly and before my time of visiting did not receive an inspection of any kind. 

A few unimportant changes took place during the year, but, as a whole, the District remains as 
in 1895, except that 13 schools were transferred from the Maitland Section at the beginning of the year. 

Buildings. 

Only 1 new school building — Strathisla Provisional — was erected during the year. No 
residences, and only one weather-shed — Tea Gardens Public. A large number, however, received 
repairs in various directions, including painting, fencing, water supply, &c, and their condition 
generally received proper attention. The total expenditure under my own supervision was £267 7s. 8d. 
As a whole, the buildings are in fair order. 

Organisation. 

Under this head matters are generally satisfactory, though a few of the buildings are very 
unsuitable and need superseding. The accommodation is sufficient and comfortable, and the supply of 
materials is adequate. The lesson guides are complete and generally skilful, and the records, except 
in three or four instances, are neatly and correctly kept. 

' Discipline. 

This is healthy, as a whole, but 'in a few schools (of the smaller class) there is decided room for 
improvement. The pupils are quiet, well-behaved, and attentive to their work, and generally give 
little trouble. Drill has received fair attention during the year, but, owing to much rain and many 
hot days, it was impossible to give it the attention it deserves. 



Report of the Minister of Public Instruction* 153 

Inspection. 

As has already been stated, all schools on my roll were regularly inspected except 1 — a small 
Evening Public — and the results generally were satisfactory. The reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
however, show a falling off on last year's averages ; the result, at least in two of the subjects, probably 
of the pupils meeting a new Inspector. In the other subjects there is little or no difference. All the 
schools, except 5, were up to or above the standard. A large number of pupils were examined for 
exemption certificates, and of those who passed but only a small percentage have left school. 

Instruction. 

• 

This part of the teachers public duty has been carried out earnestly and industriously during 
the year, except in the case of the schools re-inspected. These, however, were found to be in a satis- 
factory state at the second visit. I am quite in accord with the wisdom of withdrawing notice of the 
Inspector's intended visit of inspection. 

The course of instruction is complete, except in three or four cases where singing is omitted, and 
the methods of instruction are, as a whole, skilful and intelligent. Teachers, however, would do 
better if they would carefully and systematically prepare their school- work. 

The subject of school libraries was taken up by me early in the year, with the result that 71 
have been opened— on most occasions with great eclat — and the sum of £246 ISs. cheerfully and willingly 
subscribed to purchase suitable books, of which there are now 5,000 in circulation. The movement 
everywhere is most popular, and in no instance have I heard a voice raised against these most useful 
institutions. I am glad to see the movement is spreading to other districts, and I hope the words of 
encouragement from the Chief Inspector, in last year's report, will be the means of giving vigorous and 
permanent life to the scheme. It certainly deserves more countenance and support from all quarters 
than has fallen to its lot in the past. The teacher, however, is, in almost every case, the life of the 
movement, and if his or her interest flags its doom is sealed. 

The teachers and pupil-teachers were duly examined at the prescribed times ; their conduct and 
attention to duty have been quite satisfactory as a body, and they are individually and collectively 
respected in their respective spheres of action, and as citizens. 

To sum up — Summary. 

(a) The means of education are sufficient and properly distributed. 

(b) The organisation and discipline are satisfactory ; and 

(c) The instruction is well regulated, and carried on faithfully. 

On the whole, therefore, the year's work has been a successful one, and 1 sou no reason why 
next year's should not be at least equally satisfactory. 

The usual statistics have already been forwarded. 
Dungog, 26th December, 1896. J. KEVIN, 

Inspector. 



ANNEX Z 1. 

District Inspector Lawford's Report 

There have been a few slight changes during the year. In the Wagga Section, a small school near 
Gundagai, Jones' Creek, was transferred to the Yass District, as it was found more convenient to 
work it half-time with another school in that district. In the Young Section, Wattle Grove was 
transferred to the Forbes District, and Brawlin was transferred from the Yass District to Young. 
Otherwise the boundaries of the district are the same, and the sections are in charge of the same 
officers. 

The number of schools is the same as it was last year, viz., 331, classified as follows : — 

Public 232 

Provisional ; 39 

Half-time 51 

House-to-house ... 8 

Evening 1 

Sixteen of these are new schools. 

They were all fully inspected excepting 2 small schools, 1 in the Hay Section and 1 in the 
•Young, which are accounted for by the officers in charge of those sections. 

The schools are distributed as follows : — 

Wagga Section 74 

Albury , 94 

Hay „ 72 

Young ,, 91 
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In point of efficiency there is a decided improvement, 92 per cent, being up to the standard as 
against 86 per cent, in the previous year, 

There is a net increase of 284 seats, and a good deal of work is in progress that will add morf 
seats. There is no reason to suppose there will be any overcrowding during 1897. 

In the Wagga Section the following work has been done under my own supervision : — 

£ s. d. 

Repairs, &c., to 30 schools 310 1 8 

„ to 11 residences 359 2 

New school-rooms 318 18 

Enlargement of one school 29 10 

Total 1,017 11 8 

The following new schools have been opened during the year : — 

Marrar. Lalla Rookh. 

Chanticleer. Tootal. 

The 2 latter are old buildings removed to new sites at the residents' expense. This is the 
third time that Tootal has been removed ; it is to be hoped it has come to a final anchorage. 

New schools at Derrain, Elliott, and Becti ve will open this- month. 

There were 13 applications for new schools during the year, of which 7 were granted ; 1 was 
granted conditionally, but the conditions have not so far been fulfilled, and 5 were refused. 

The following have been closed during the year : — 

Emu Beefs, Upper Yanko, 

Northerwono, Widgiewa, 

and Collengullie did not open at all. It is quite likely that all, excepting Emu Reefs, will open again. 
The teachers, on the whole, maintain an excellent character, and the year's work has been very 
good. 

L. E. LAWFORD, 
Wagga, 6th January, 1897 District Inspector. 



ANNEX Z 2. 

Inspector Friend's Report. 

There were 91 schools in this inspectorate at the beginning of the year. Three of these were closed, 
as a sufficient attendance was not maintained ; a new school will be opened at Kingsvale in January ; 
1 at Morrison's Hill has been offered ; and the question of establishing 1 at Gundabindyal North is under 
consideration. A list of 90 or 91 schools for the first quarter of next year is, therefore, probable. The 
Primary and Infant Departments at Cootainundra were dispensed with, and separate schools for boys 
and girls substituted. 

The highest quarterly enrolment in the district was 4,248. At 8 square feet per child, the 
schools provide seats for 5,886 pupils ; hence the accommodation exceeds present requirements. 

Under the Inspector's supervision, 1 school was enlarged, and repairs were effected at 33 schools 
and 6 residences. The Chief Clerk of Works carried out improvements in connection with 2 schools 
and 3 residences. 

Applications for the establishment of schools at the undermentioned places were received during 
the year : — 



* Locality. 



Nature of application. 



Result. 



Stockinbingal West. 
Pipe-clay Creek 



Morrison's Hill . 
Bundawarra .... 
Cowra West .... 
Merrigano wery . 



For Provisional School ... 



»» 



»» 



»» 



For Public School 



>» 



■ • • • • ■ « • 



Merry vale i For Provisional School .. 

Barber's Creek For Public School . 

Kingsvale I For Provisional School . . 

Gundabindyal North ... : ,, 



Declined. 

Wattamadara school to be removed, to satisfy 
requirements at both places. 

Aid towards erection of a building offered. 

Declined. 
»i 

Half-time-school offered ; not accepted by peti- 
tioners. 



»» 



»» 



>» 



»» 



>> 



Granted ; to be opened in January. 
Under consideration. 
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Every school in the District, with the exception of Memagong Provisional (which was closed 
before it could be tested), received a regular inspection. The results of inspection are summarised in 
the subjoined table : — 





Estimated Proficiency. 


Subjects. 


Total Number 
Examined. 


Number Passed. 


Percentage up to or above 
Standard. 


Reading-»- 

Alphabet 


133 

672 

943 

1,297 


101 

619 

886 

1,258 


In 1895. 
80 
89 
90 
92 


In 1896. 
76 


Monosyllables l 


92 


Easy narrative 

Ordinary prose. 


94 
97 






Totals 


3,045 


2,864 


90 


94 






Writing — 

On slates , 


1,212 
1,819 


1,165 
1,793 


95 

98 


96 


In copy-books and on paper 


99 






Totals 


3,031 


2,958 


97 


98 






Dictation 


2,394 


1,917 


73 


80 






Arithmetic — 

Compound rules 


1,637 
634 
647 


1,404 
452 

470 


83 
72 
72 


86 
71 


Higher rules , 


73 






Totals 


2,918 


2,326 


78 


80 






Grammar — 

Elementary '. 


580 
730 


4K9 
542 


84 
64 


81 


Advanced 


74 






Totals 


1,310 


1,011 


74 


77 






Geography — 

Elementary 


290 
1,033 


210 
785 


81 
75 


72 




76 


Totals 


1,323 


995 


77 


75 






History — 

English 


1,279 

232 

2,531 

2,939 

2,930 

2,805 

48 

143 

52 

101 

51 

20 

1,163 

2,842 

105 


929 

180 

2,068 

2,498 

2,751 

2,334 

38 

109 

38 

69 

29 

11 

1,094 

2,533 

94 


72 
83 
83 
86 
93 
SO 
78 
69 
52 
64 
56 
50 
94 
87 
85 


73 


Australian 


78 


Scripture and moral lessons 


82 


Drawing 


85 
94 


Music t 


83 


French 


79 


Euclid 


76 


Men suration 


73 

68 


Latin , 


57 


Trigonometry 


55 


Drill 

Natural science 


94 
89 
89 







An examination of these figures will show that steady progress has been made, for about 80 per 
cent, of the subjects taught are in a more satisfactory condition than during last year. The schools 
which secured the best results at the regular inspections were : — Koorawatha, Hillmont, Springdale, 
and Barmedman. Pupils from the following passed the Junior Examination of the University, viz., 
Koorawatha, 3 passes ; Grenfell, 3 ; Cowra, 3 ; Cootamundra, 3 ; Barmedman, 1 ; and Young, 1. 



156 Report of the Minister of Public Instruction. 

The teaching staff of the District is classified as follows : — 

1 B 2 

2 A 13 

2B 8 

3 A 34 

3 B 5 

3C 7 

Unclassified (the majority of these formerly served as pupil-teachers) 24 

Pupil-teachers 20 

Total 113 

A good percentage of the teachers have improved in efficiency. Complaints against them have 
been rare, and for the most part either unfounded or exaggerated. As a body, they are exemplary 
conduct, zealous, and capable. 

Summary. 

1. The schools are liberally distributed, are mostly in good repair, and provide accommodation 
beyond existing requirements. 

2. With one exception (already explained) they were submitted to a regular inspection. 

3. The instructional results show a distinct advance. 

4. The foregoing circumstances indicate a good record for 1897. 

CHAS. J. W. FRIEND, 
Young, 31st December, 1896. Inspector. 

ANNEX Z 3. 

Inspector Pearson's Report. 

The year 1895 closed with 92 schools. Four of these — Boomanoomana Provisional, Blowering West 
Provisional, Oakey Farm, and Tarramia Half-time — were not reopened, whereas Baroogaand Bulgandra 
Provisionals were established in January ; thus the year 1896 commenced with 90 schools, classified 
as — Public, 53 ; Provisional, 17 ; Half-time, 18 ; House-to-house, 2. 

During the year Bulgandra, Finley, and Upper Bago Provisionals were raised to the rank of 
Public, Walbundrie Half-time converted to Provisional, and the following new schools established : — 
Manus Provisional, Handley, Mount Airy, and South Humula Half-time. 

At the close of the year 1896 the schools in operation were : — Public, 56 ; Provisional, 16 ; 
Half-time, 20 ; House-to-house, 2 ; total, 94. 

When the new school at Burrumbuttock North is established, and the authorised enlargements 
to Berrigan, Finley, and Mulwala completed, it may be said the means of education, both as regards 
amount and distribution, will be adequate. The total number of schools and departments open during 
1896, or any portion thereof was 94. All of these were regularly inspected. In addition, 3 ordinary 
inspections were made, thus raising the total to 97 inspections. 

Seventy-nine schools, or 84 per cent., exceeded standard limits, 12 were below, and 3 just up 
to the standard, whereas last year the number* were 78, or 85 per cent., 14, and respectively. 

The percentage of passes appears 1 per cent, less than last year. This is in a measure accounted 
for by the establishment of small schools, some of which were inspected soon after opening. Of the 12 
Schools that failed to reach the standard, 7 had not been in operation a full year at time of inspection. 

The following subjects show an improvement : — Dictation, geography, scripture, drawing, 
music, French, mensuration, Latin, needlework, and natural science, whereas writing, arithmetic, 
grammar, object lessons, Euclid, and algebra are slightly lower, and in the case of reading, history, 
and drill no alteration on last year's results. 

A perceptible improvement generally in organisation and discipline has been shown, and gives 
evidence of careful attention to the directions given at previous inspections. However, several cases 
were noted where serious discrepancies existed between lesson registers, time-tables, and programmes, 
thus showing that the latter guides have not been faithfully followed. I have reason to believe these 
defects will not exist next year. 

The schools' banks, I regret to say, are not in a flourishing condition, notwithstanding the 
attempts of the teachers to popularise them. 

( The results of examinations for exemption certificates were unsatisfactory. Of the 162 pupils 
examined, only 94, or 58 per cent. , were successful, the majority failing in arithmetic. This poor 
result is probably owing, in a measure, to faulty classification. 

On the whole, the school-rooms and premises, present a neat and well-ordered appearance ; in 
many cases well arranged and attractive gardens beautify the grounds. The schools of highest 
efficiency are, in order of merit— Albury Boys', Albury Girls', German ton, Major's Plains, Urana, How- 
long, Corowa, Tumbarumba, Shepard's-town, Wagra, Wondalga, Albury Infants', andGerogery. Only 
two schools, Yambla and Albury, were represented at the University Examination, the former being 
eminently successful, considering the smallness of the school. During the year a cookery class of 60 
pupils was opened in Albury. The pupils were regular and attentive, and displayed great interest in 
this very important branch. The result of the examination test was highly gratifying, and it is hoped 
another class will be formed during the ensuing year. 
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The teaching staff at the end of the year consisted of :-— Principal teachers, 82 ; m^ssified, and 
assistants, 5 ; pupil- teachers, 14 ; total, 103. With but very few exceptions the teachers a^» the year, 
painstaking, and zealous, and exert a beneficial influence in their respective centres. \t\es with 

xjed. In 
School accommodation, allowing 8 square feet per child : — Iggests 

Accommodation existing at commencement of 1896. ... % 5, 592 m ust 

Additional accommodation provided. 426 v as 

Accommodation lost by closing, &c , 321 ^° 

Accommodation existing at end of 1896 '. .,... 5,697 

The December enrolment was 3,578, hence ample accommodation is provided. 
Excellent buildings — school and residence — were erected by Architect at Tocumwal at a cost of 
£1,270 ; the former, which replaces the old, affords a total accommodation for 124. 

New buildings erected by Inspector or supplied by residents : — 



Names. 



If new. 



Seats. 



Cost. 



Finley , 

Bulgandra, commenced last year, opened this . . . 
Barooga, „ ,, 

Mount Airy 

South Humula 

Manus 



Formerly conducted in School 

of Arts. 
New 

»» 

>» 

» > 

Old, reopened 



30 

21 
30 
15 
28 
21 



£ s. d. 
63 10 

45 

57 19 6 

Residents. 



The sum of £227 3s. Sd. has been expended in connection with repairs and improvements to 
32 schools, and £165 8s. 2d. in repairing 6 residences. 

A new school building is in course of erection at Burrumbuttock North. This will cost 
£57 10s., and afford accommodation for 30 children. The work of extending Finley is in hand, and 
will give additional seats for 17 pupils. The contract price is £41 10s. 6d. 

The efficiency of the schools, generally speaking, has been maintained, the means of education 
are sufficient, and well distributed. All schools were regularly inspected, and it is expected the 
work of 1897 will be at least as satisfactory as the past. 

F. PEARSON, 
Albury, 28th December. Inspector. 



ANNEX Z4. 

Inspector McKenzie's Report. 

The schools in this section are sufficient in number, well distributed, and satisfactorily meet the 
requirements of the residents. 

At the close of 1895 there remained 65 schools in operation. Six new schools have since been 
established, and 1 reopened. There have been, therefore, 72 schools in operation during the year 
1896, including 50 Public, 6 Provisional, 10 Half-time, 1 Evening, and 5 House-to-house Schools. 

New schools were opened at Elimdale, Hill Plain, Lynwood, North Deniliquin, Tomara, and 
Warangesda. A school was promised at Bunganbil ; and applications from Barham, Bally grogan, 
Bringagee, Box Valley, and Wycott ; Dahwilly, North Barellan, and Tolarno were declined. 

A new school and residence at Mossgiel and a new class-room at Hillston were taken over by 
the Department early in the year. A new class-room was erected at Mathoura, and a new residence 
at Booligal. A residence is in course of erection at Mathoura ; and extensive repairs and improvements 
have been sanctioned at Broken Hill, Moama, Carrathool, and Whit ton. 

Under the Inspector's supervision repairs and improvements were carried out in 40 schools and 
13 residences ; 6 small school buildings were erected, and 2 others are in progress. 

Most of the school buildings are now in good repair, and the accommodation is ample. The 
gross enrolment for the year was 7,428, and the average attendance 4,114, while existing buildings 
provide floor-space for 7,065 pupils, and statute accommodation for 7,407. 

All schools but 1 were fully inspected, and, as a rule, the premises were found to be well kept, the 
supply of furniture and school material sufficient, and the condition of the schools as regards organisation, 
discipline, and instruction, satisfactory. Of 71 schools inspected, 65 were above standard and 6 below, 
those taking highest rank being Alma, Broken Hill, Broken Hill North, Deniliquin, Hay, and 
Silverton. 

Only 3 schools secured passes in the University Examinations, viz. :— Hay, 2 Juniors ; North 
Broken Hill, 2 Juniors ; and Went worth, 1 Junior. 
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The tj£ ^e principal schools, and arboriculture receives a fair amount of 

A & . Vanald deserve special mention. 

/ &^ o* \ ranks employed in the section at the end of the year was 

* \% ^S \ be said that they are diligent and conscientious in the 

/ %> & \e respect of both pupils and parents. 

/I"- . A. D. McKENZIE, 

/ Inspector 



ANNEX Z 5. 

District-Inspector Long's Report 

.^ns of the District for inspectoral supervision have remained uncaanged, and consist of the 
^e Section, under Mr. Inspector J. P. Rooney ; the Dubbo Section, under Mr. Inspector J. W. E. 
Millie ; and the Central, or Wellington Section, under myself. 

At the close of the former year there were 235 schools in the District. Eleven have been closed, 
12 new ones opened, and 6 added from other Districts. During the year, or for part of it, there were 
244 schools in operation — 90 in the Mudgee Section, 70 in the Dubbo, and 84 in the Wellington. The 
number in existence at the end of the year was 240. 

The buildings in which these schools are conducted suffice for 14,473 pupils at the regulation 
allowance of floor-space, and, therefore, provide ample accommodation, the enrolment for the last 
quarter being 11,150, and the average attendance 7,889*7. They are in good condition, and are pro- 
vided with all necessary appliances. 

During the year, under Inspectors' supervision, 8 school buildings and 2 weather-sheds have 
been erected, and 58 schools and 17 residences enlarged or repaired, at a total cost of £996 6s., which 
is little more than half the sum expended during the preceding year. More extensive works have been 
carried out under the Department's Architect. 

All the schools were fully inspected during the year, excepting 2 small ones, 1 in the Mudgee 
Section, which was open for 6 days only, and 1 in the YVellington Section, which was closed before it 
could be visited. The total number of inspections effected was thus 242 — 89 in the Mudgee Section, 
70 in the Dubbo, and 83 in my own. Of the 242 schools inspected, 231, or 95*5 per cent., were found 
to be in a creditable condition in regard to general efficiency, exceeding the number for the former 
year by *5 per cent. Of the 11 schools returned as below standard, some were in operation but a short 
time at the date of inspection, and in the case of others the attendance had been affected by causes 
beyond the teacher's control, such as epidemics and protracted drought. The number of schools whose 
efficiency reaches or exceeds standard affords evidence of commendable skill and diligence on the part 
of the teaching staff of the District. 

The organisation almost invariably shows careful effort to comply with the prescribed system, 
and due appreciation of the salutary influence of neat and pleasing surroundings. In this connection, 
the attention bestowed in many instances on improving the appearance of school-grounds by planting 
trees, ornamental shrubs, and flowers, is deserving of commendation. Occasionally defects are met 
with in the classification of pupils, or in designing the course of instruction, but these are almost 
invariably traceable to inexperience. Errors in records, excepting, perhaps, the lesson register, are 
very rare. 

The methods of government are, as a rule, appropriate, intelligent, and effective, and the 
discipline is, therefore, rarely otherwise than satisfactory. Occasionally we encounter a teacher so 
wanting in aptitude for his position, in diligence, or in mental perception, as to make fear of physical 
pain the sole means for influencing the immature intelligences committed to his charge, but such cases 
are fortunately exceptional. The pupils are uniformly of neat and well-dressed appearance, while their 
behaviour, attention, and general deportment are most pleasing. It is to be regretted that the effect 
of the training which produces this extends in so many cases to the school boundary only. The very 
regrettable cause, doubtless, is that outside associations tend to counteract the teacher's worth. 
Possibly this adverse influence will diminish with the decrease in the number of homes under the 
government of those who have not had the advantage of correct educational training. 

The number of pupils examined at the inspections of the year was 8,107. The percentages of 
passes in the several subjects taught are higher than those for the former year in every subject 
excepting sewing, and range from 97 '5 in natural science to 71*5 in grammar. The percentages of 
pupils up to or above standard in those most important subjects, viz., 87*7 in reading, 88*7 in 
writing, and 81*4 in arithmetic, are very satisfactory, especially in regard to writing, for in many 
country schools there are special difficulties to contend with in the teaching of this subject. The 
general result of the teaching for the year may, therefore, be regarded as satisfactory, and creditable 
to those entrusted with it. 

During the year 614 pupils were examined for exemption certificates, under section 35 of the 
Act, and of these 410— or rather less than 67 per cent. — passed. A large proportion of those who did 
not, failed in arithmetic only, owing to inability to work questions involving ordinary applications 
of the rules in which they were tested. Easy questions of this kind frequently proved too much for 
pupils who could work sums in much more advanced rules. Such failures have, however, had the 
effect of directing attention to the necessity for improved methods of teaching the subject in several 
respects. 
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The number of teachers employed in the District is 282, including 55 who are unclassified, and 
34 pupil-teachers. Their classifications and positions are given in the statistical returns for the year. 
With few exceptions, they are well fitted for their respective positions, and perform their duties with 
diligence and sucoess, while they have gained the esteem of those amidst whom they are stationed. In 
some few cases there is observed a certain carelessness in details of personal deportment, which suggests 
defective appreciation of the responsibilities of the position voluntarily undertaken, and which must 
impair usefulness and success. The warning and advice given in such' cases are, however, so far as 
my own observation extends, received in a spirit which indicates that proper effort will be made to 
remedy the errors referred to. 

The pupil-teachers have displayed commendable aptitude, diligence, and usefulness, and, with 
one exception, have gained fully satisfactory reports. 

In conclusion, it may be stated that the schools of the District arc sufficient for its present 
requirements ; that their material condition and efficiency are satisfactory ; and that the general 
result of the year's work shows a gratifying measure of success in regard to the objects for which the 
Department exists. 

The reports of the officers associated with me in the charge of the District are forwarded with 
this. 

GEORGE ED. LONG, 
Waverley, 8th January, 1897. District Inspector. 

»■■■■■■■■■ ,.,. i »^^— ^ 

ANNEX Z 6. 
Inspector Rooney's Report. 

At the close of 1895 there were 93 schools in the Mudgee Section of the Wellington District. 

Owing to insufficient attendance, the Half-time Schools at Kelgoola, Nulla Mountain, Spring- 
field, Spring Flat, and the House School at Oxley's Peak were not reopened at the beginning of the 
year. 

The Half-time School building at Piambong was destroyed by fire early in January, and has not 
been rebuilt. A few days afterwards the Half-time School at Rats' Castle closed, the school popula- 
tion having decreased to 6 in number. 

Schools established. 

New schools have been established at Barragon and Dexter Springs. 

A new school, superseding an old rented building, has been erected at Menah, 

A Provisional School has just been completed at Genowlan Shale-mine. 

Schools converted, 

Capertee Provisional was converted into a Public School early in the year, and Tara Public, after 
being closed for seven months, was reopened as Provisional in the month of November. 

At the beginning of the year Budden Provisional School was placed under my supervision, 
having been transferred from the Maitland District. 

Eight school buildings and 9 residences received substantial repairs. 

A weather-shed was erected at Pinnacle Swamp. . 

The erection of new schools and the repairs of schools and residences were carried out under my 
supervision. 

Under the supervision of the Architect, a residence is in course of erection at Burrundulla, and 
repairs are being effected at Cudgegong. 

All the Public, 7 out of 11 of the Provisional, and 10 of the Half-time Schools are vested in the 
Department. 

At the end of 1896 there were in operation in this section of the District 54 Public, 11 Pro- 
visional, 22 Half-time, and 2 House-to-house Schools ; total, 89. 

A ccommodation. 

The schools in the Mudgee Section give accommodation for 3,877 pupils, or 383 more than were 
enrolled for any quarter of the year. The material condition of all the Public Schools is good, but 
1 Provisional and 6 Half-time schools are conducted in inferior non-vested buildings. 

Twenty-four school playgrounds have ornamental trees. In 19 cases the trees are flourishing, 
and show that they have been well attended to by the teachers. In this respect the following schools 
deserve special mention : — 

Bayly, Lawson's Creek, 

Cudgegong, Mudgee, 

Cullenbone, Rylstone, 

Eurunderee, Wilbetree. 

Enrolment and Attendance. 

The total enrolment for the year was 4,199. Of this number, 380 were returned as pupils of 
more than one school. 

The average daily attendance was 2,572*3, being a decrease of 59*2 on that for 1895. The 
decrease is accounted for by the removal of families of miners to other districts. 
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The amount of school fees received for the year was £1,307 14s. 3d., being an increase of 
£67 3s. 10£d. on the previous year. 

The fees in arrear at the end of December amounted to £33 16s. 4£d. 

There were at the end of the year, in the schools of this section, 377 free pupils, being an 
increase of 35 on the previous year. 

Inspection. 

Excepting Rats' Castle Half-time, which was closed in January, all schools received a regular 
inspection ; 3 schools received ordinary inspection. During the year 2,737 pupils were examined. Out 
of 174 examined for exemption certificates, 150 passed the required test. 

• The attainments of the pupils show improvement in reading, dictation, arithmetic, grammar, 
history, and algebra. Music is badly taught in the majority of the schools. 

I am of opinion that a marked Improvement in writing would take place if the Department would 
issue a series of copy-books, supplying them to the schools either free or at a low price. At present 
the way the pupils have of obtaining copy-books, especially in remote places, is very unsatisfactory. 

' Teachers. 

Under my supervision there are 84 teachers and 1 1 pupil-teachers. Of the teachers, 2 are in 
the first class, 18 in the second, 54 in the third, and 10 unclassified. Of the last-mentioned, 6 have 
served as pupil- teachers. 

Only one complaint against a teacher was made during the year. The teachers are well-con- 
ducted, and the great majority of thetn have gained the esteem of the people of the localities in which, 
they live. 

Summary. 

(a) This portion of the Wellington District is amply provided with the means of education. 

(b) The material condition of the schools is good. 

'. (c) The organisation and discipline are satisfactory. 

The results of the year's work give much cause for satisfaction, and there is reason for believing 
the good work will be carried on during the coming year. 

JOHN P. ROONEY, 
Mudgee, 31st December, 1896. Inspector. - 



ANNEX Z 7. 

Inspector Baillie's Report. 

During the year 1896 there were in operation in the Dubbo Section of the Wellington District 70 
schools, viz., 48 Public. 14 Provisional, 3 Half-time, and 5 House-to-house. 
At the close of the year the schools in operation were : — 

Public Schools 48 

Provisional Schools 14 

Half-time Schools 2 

House-to-house Schools , * 4 

Total 68 

A Provisional School was established at Darralume. Belar Greek was reopened as a Half-time 
School, and worked with a new school at Mobla, at the beginning of the year ; but the numbers 
attending during the first quarter warranted the conversion of Belar into a Public and Mobla into a 
Provisional. Tne Provisional School at Ironbarks, closed through small attendance in 1895, was re- 
opened. Collie and Coradgerie, worked a3 Hoim-to-house Schools, were converted — the former into 
a Public and the latter into a Provisional. Ford's Bridge, worked with Gumbalie as a Half-time 
School, was converted into a Provisional School. Boogaldie, reopened as a Provisional, was converted 
into a Public School. 

• The following schools were closed through diminished attendance : — Raby Provisional, 
Gumbalie Half-time, Belleroy and Terembone, and Purlewaugh, Sand Creek, and Ulamambri House-to- 
house. 

Schools transferred. — The undermentioned schools were transferred from this section : — Louth 
Public, Tilpa and Kallara Half-time, and in lieu thereof, Walgett, Collarendabri, Come-by-Chance, 
Pilliga Public Schools and Kercargo Provisional were added. 

Timbriebungie School (closed since April, 1893) was destroyed by fire on the night of the 2oth 
May last. 

Applications for the establishment of new schools at Dulla Dulla and Ramperdell are under 
consideration. 

Improvements, including additions, painting, and repairs, have been effected at 24 schools, and 
2 teachers' residences, at an outlay of £383 13s. 6d., under the Inspector's supervision, and 3 schools, 
at a cost of £330 10s. 6d., under the Architect's. 

The works that have . been authorised, but are incomplete, include additions and improvements 
to Belarbigill, Baradine, Belar Creek, Mundooran, Collie, Dubbo, and Narromine Schools, and 
additions, including wash-house, bathroom, &c, to the teachers' residences at Byrock and Brocklehurst. 
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The water from the town supply has been laid on to the school and teacher's residence at Dubbo 
at the small outlay of only £20 15s. 

The accommodation at the end of 1895 provided floor-space for 5,400 pupils. At the end of 
1896 there was accommodation for 5,804 pupils — giving an increase of 404 seats. 

Enrolment and Average Attendance, 

The enrolment and average attendance for the four quarters ending March, June, September, 
and December were : — 

March quarter 

June ,, 

September quarter 



December 



>> 



Enrolment. 


Average Attendance. 


3,900 
4,033 
4,033 
4,004 


2,409-3 
2,757 -1 

2,882-7 
2,793-4 



The highest enrolment any quarter last year was 3,760. 

Total amount of school fees received for the year, £1,533 17s. lid. Total amount in arrear, 
£44 12s. 4£d. Number of free pupils, 235. 

Inspection, Instruction, and Discipline. 

All the schools received a regular inspection, and several incidental inspections as opportunities 
offered. 

Of the 70 schools inspected, 64 were above standard and 6 below. Eleven schools either 
reached or exceeded 75 per cent., and of these Dubbo Boys' and Dubbo Infants' rank first and second 
respectively. 

The Dux medals generously given by S. Phillips, Esq., M.P., to the Dubbo School, were, after 
a very close contest, won by Lavinia Cameron and Harold Wilson, and were presented at the- 
breaking-up for the Christmas vacation, by G. Taylor, Esq., J. P., Chairman of the School Board. 

Of the 3,105 pupils examined, 226 were examined for exemption certificates, of whom 118 passed 
a percentage of only 52. Arithmetic is still the weak subject in these examinations, and will continue 
so until it is thoroughly taught in the lower classes. Pupils who can work very fairly difficult 
questions in the higher rules blunder over questions in proportion and practice, requiring a little 
thought. 

The order and discipline have been well maintained, and range from very fair to excellent, the 
demeanour is pleasing, the appearance bright and cheerful, and the conduct good. It is highly 
gratifying to observe that cleanliness is a special feature, both as regards teachers, pupils, and schools. 

Drill is well taught at all the larger schools, and at all the smaller schools under the supervision 
of ex-pupil-teachers. 

Teaching Staff. 

The teachers as a body are earnest and zealous in their work, steady, sober, and industrious ;, 
the pupil-teachers are studious, smart, and intelligent, and bear excellent characters. 

Classification of Teaching Staff. 
Teachers — 

Class IB ; 2- 

„ II A 11 

„ II B 6 . 

„ III A 22> 

„ IIIB 10 

„ IIIC 5 

Unclassified 24 



Total 80 

Of the unclassified teachers, 9 are ex-pupil-teachers, who will present themselves for examina- 
tion as soon as they are permitted to do so, in accordance with the Regulations, and one is an ex- 
student of the Training College. 
Pupil-teachers — 

Class 1 4 

„ 2 3 

„ 3 2 

„ 4 2 



Total 11 

Work-mistress, Dubbo Superior School 1 



Total of all grades 92 

Good work has been done during the year, and there is every indication of equally good work 
being effected during the ensuing year. 

J. W. E. BAILLIE, 
Dubbo, 31st December, 1896. Inspector. 
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ANNEX Z 8. 

Report of the Principal of the Training School, Fort-street. 

The enrolment of students for the year 1896 was 26, classified as follows : — 

16 with lull scholarships. 
9 with half scholarships. 
1 with non-scholarship. 

Course of Study. 

Physiology, with special reference to school hygiene, was added to the curriculum at the begin- 
ning of the year. Dr. R. E. Roth was appointed lecturer, and his efforts in the direction of practical 
useful instruction in this subject were much appreciated by the students and several head-masters and 
assistants who were privileged to attend his classes. At an examination held in November, under the 
auspices of the St. John Ambulance Association, 24 students were successful in qualifying for the 
" first aid " certificate issued by that body. 

The complete course of study is given below : — 
Latin. — Cicero pro Sestio ; Arnold's Composition. 
French. — First and Second French Course ; First French Reader (Macmillan) ; Polyeucte 

(Corneille). 
English. — Meiklejohn's Book of English; Julius Caesar; Shakespeare's Tragedies and the Eliza- 
bethan Historical Drama ; Smith's Specimens of English Literature. 
English History. — From 1789 to present time. 

Mathematics. — The work prescribed for honor papers, matriculation examination. 
; School Management. — Theory and History of Education ; Practical School Management ; Public 

Instruction Act and Regulations ; the Kindergarten principle. 
Natural Science. — Anatomy, Physiology, School Hygiene. 

Music. — Sutton's Theory of Music ; Four-part Songs ; Stainer's Harmony ; Voice Training. 
Drawing.;— Practical, Plane, and Solid Geometry ; Perspective. 

Drill.— Squad, company, and battalion drill ; manual and firing exercise ; physical drill, with and. 
without rifle. • 

, . Practical Training. 

Each student was employed for six weeks, at different periods of the year, in the general work 
of teaching, and during the last half of the year further practical experience was gained by each being 
entrusted with the management of a small school. A school of the 10th Class, comprising infants and 
pupils of second and third classes, was established in the Practising School, and each student in his 
turn took charge of this school for about a week, and was held responsible for the organisation, disci- 
pline, and progress of the pupils. Lectures on the principles and practice of teaching and class manage- 
ment were delivered regularly during the session, and specimen, test, and criticism lessons were given 
every week. 

Staff. 

The staff for the year 1896 consisted of the Principal ; J. D. St. Clair Maclardy, M.A., Lecturer 
in Languages and Mathematics ; J. Finney, B.A., Lecturer in English and English History ; Dr. Roth, 
Lecturer in Physiology ; Hugo Alpen, Music Master ; F. \V. VVoodhouse, Drawing Master ; W. 
Powrie, Teacher of Manual Training; Q.M.-S. Smith, Teacher of Drill. 

Manual Training. 

Each student received two hours' instruction per week in the manual training workshop. This 
branch of technical education was very popular with the Session of 1896, and Mr. Powrie, the teacher, 
has again succeeded in obtaining highly satisfactory results. 



Honors. 


First Grade. 


Second Grade. 


Total. 


4 


10 


11 


25 

< 



Examinations. 

The Chief Inspector visited the Training College. frequently during the year, and examined the 
students quarterly. The examination to test the'students' practical skill was held early in December. 
The final examination was held in the third week of December. The results are given below : — 



II A with Honors. 


II A. 


II B. 


III A. 


Total. 


1 


4 


12 


5 


22 



One. student was disqualified for infringement of rules of examination. The non-scholar did not 
compete ; and two students failed to complete their examination through illness. 
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Drill. 

The excellent scheme of drill introduced at the beginning of 1895 has been productive of the 
l£est results; The outgoing students showed a lively interest in this important section of school-work. 
Regular target practice was obtained at the Randwick Rifle Range. Twenty-six passed the annual 
examination in drill. 

Health and Conduct. 
The health of the students has been good, and their conduct, with few exceptions, satisfactory. 

Training College, Fort-street, 22nd January, 1807. J. W. TURNER. 



ANNEX Z 9. 
Report of the Principal of Hurlstone Training College. 

Enrolment of Students. 

15 full scholarships. 

10 half scholarships. 

4 non-scholarships. 

Of these, 25 attended the final examination, the non-scholarship students being excluded^ 
according to a new regulation. 

Course of Study. 

Latin. — Cicero Pro Sestio ; Arnold's Composition. 

English. — Shakespeare's Julius Caesar ; Meiklejohn's Book of English ; Shakespeare and the 

Shakesperian Dramatist. 
Arithmetic. — Theory and Practice.. 

French. — Corneille's Polyeucte ; Macmillan's Third Year. 
Algebra. — Smith's Smaller Algebra. 
Geometry. — Mackay's Euclid, Book I. 
- English History.— 1789 to 1870. 

School Management. — Public Instruction Act ; the Regulations ; the Records ; Gladman's School 

Method ; Kindergarten System ; Practising School Work. 
Music. — Sutton's Theory of Music; Stainer's Harmony ; Part Songs ; Practice in Conducting* 

Music Lessons. 
Drawing. — Plane and Solid Geometry ; Model Drawing, Freehand and Perspective. 
Needlework. — Cutting out and Setting work ; making one garment. 
Reading. — Macaulay's Essays ; Julius Caesar ; Dowden's Shakespeare. 
Physiology. — Lectures by Dr. Roth ; Ambulance work ; First Aid to the Injured. 
Drill. — Calisthenics; Free Exercises ; School Drill ; Practice in Teaching Drill. 
Natural Science. — Chemistry and Physics. 

The Teaching Staff. 

The teaching staff for 1896 consisted of :— J. A. Nicoll, Principal ; E. M. Mallarky, B.A., 
Assistant ; Jessie Douglas, Teacher of Drawing ; Elizabeth Banks, Teacher of Kindergarten ; Maude 
Lance, Teacher of Cookery ; J. D. St. Clair-Maclardy, M.A., Lecturer on Classics and Mathematics ; 
Hugo Alpen, Lecturer on Music; A. Paul, Drill Instructor; Reuter Roth, M.D., Lecturer on 
Physiology ; J. Taylor, B.A., LL.B., Lecturer on Physics and Chemistry. 

Practical Training. 

Each student had four weeks' actual teaching besides specimen, criticism, and test lessons.. The\ 
Practising School, conducted by Miss S. H. Nicholls, is of valuable assistance in this branch. 

Material Condition. 

During the year 1896 all books not required under the present conditions have been exchanged 
for new books, which form a valuable addition to the library. 

The interior of the house has been thoroughly renovated. The two wings hitherto quite separate 
have been joined by a covered bridge, which is a great convenience, and adds to the appearance* of the 
premises. A telephone has been also added to the establishment, and has proved to be of great use;. 
Many beautiful busts and casts have been sent from the Technical College. 
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Examinations. 

Quarterly examinations were held by the Chief Inspector throughout the year. 

The final examination was not completed till the 23rd December, therefore the results are not 
yet published. 

The needlework examination was held in June, and the results were most gratifying. 

Twenty-seven students attended a special examination for St. John's Ambulance Association, 
conducted by Dr. Vandaleur KeUy, and all the students passed, and gained certificates. 

A special examination in geometrical drawing was held in June, and 17 students passed. 

Remarks. 

During the year 1896, Miss Storey, Teacher of Cookery, was transferred to the Technical 
College, and Miss Lance was appointed to Hurlstone in her place. The general health of the students 
have been exceptionally good, and their conduct has been most satisfactory. One student was ill 
during the first part of the year, but her health was restored after one month's leave of absence. 

J. A. NICOLL. 



APPENDIX XIII. 

REPORT ON DRAWING. 

The results of my inspections of 89 schools and 203 departments (of which 9 schools and 23 departments 
are sub-metropolitan) are as follows : — 





Up to 
Standard. 


Below 
Standard. 


Total. 


Passes, 1896. 


Passes, 1895. 


Average Class- 
mark, 1896. 


Average Class- 
mark, 189S. 


Girls 


10,259 

8,763 

13,593 


3,469 
3,666 
3,798 


13,728 
12,429 
16,391 


74-8 
75 
82-9 


710 
68 8 
76 


7-17 
7-05 
7 31 


7-07 
691 
7*23 


Totals 


32,615 


10,933 


42,548 


76 6 


72 5 


7*17 


7 



It will be observed that the number of passes has considerably increased, while the average 
class-mark has slightly improved in each case. As the standard of work demanded has also risen, 
these improvements are even more satisfactory than appears on the surface. The total number 
examined is an increase of nearly 20 per cent, above the number in 1894. 

Model-drawing and Geometry. 

Suitable models are much needed in many schools. Teachers do not use much judgment or 
forethought in providing such as might easily be obtained, nor, do I think, is much thought given 
previously to the arrangement of a systematic and graduated course of instruction in this subject or in 
freehand. 

Practical geometry is more generally taken up, but the want of suitable instruments is a common 
cause of unsatisfactory work. I have done all I can to further the study of scale-drawing (as being 
very useful and less hampered by this want), and have given many introductory lessons in it. For- 
tunately, though less attractive than model-drawing, practical geometry is of much greater importance, 
while its teaching puts a smaller strain on the powers of observation, resourcefulness, and common 
sense of the teacher. 

In/ants. 

I am glad to note a decided improvement in the work of these classes. By using the Kinder- 
garten method in the lowest classes, and equally-spaced lines in one direction in the middle, the great 
need of an intermediate step between the work of the lower and upper classes is supplied with good 
results. There is still an apparent loss of energy in the teaching of form to the infants, through its 
hot being kept up in the other departments, as it has to be reacquired when practical geometry is 
taken up. There is also great laxity in the use of terms (such as '* straight," " perpendicular," &c), 
which makes oral teaching less useful than it should be, a precise common language between teacher 
and pupil being the first desideratum. 

High Schools. 

At the Boys' High School the subject is an optional one. Only 9 take it, these being instructed 
at the classes in the Technical College. Taking the circumstances into consideration, the work at the 
Girls' High School is good, the teacher being most thorough and energetic. 
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Examinations. 

The results of the examinations of 220 teachers, 52 training students, 677 pupil-teachers, and 
363 applicant pupil-teachers in all subjects are given in the following table. The figures show the 
number examined and the percentage of passes : — 



Ap. P. Trs. 

P. Trs 

Tg. Sts. .. 
Trs 



Blackboard. 



No. 
exd. 



Pass. 



Freehand. 



No. 
exd. 



Pass. 



Model. 



No. 
exd. 



Pass. 



Geometry. 



No. 
exd. 



Pass. 



Perspective. 



No. 
exd. 



Pass. 



• • • 




363 


62-8 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


120 


82-5 


158 


65 8 


399 


423 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


• • • 


1 


• • • 


4 


250 


52 


50-0 


3 


29 


620 


83 


45 7 


31 


54-8 


62 


51*6 


15 



33 3 
60-0 



It should be noted that of the training students two-thirds of the female students passed and 
-only one-third of the male students. I think some change might be beneficially introduced into the 
curriculum for the training students in the direction of providing more instruction in teaching methods 
and tests of their ability to teach. 

Model-drawing continues to be the weak point with the pupil-teachers, while in the schools it is 
hardly ever taught with success. These two facts arc connected, for while the head-teachers have 
rarely any real grasp of the subject, it is to them that the pupil-teachers look for instruction, and by 
them that the subject is generally taught. 

Incidental Visits. 

The large increase in the number of classes and pupils makes it impossible to pay incidental 
visits to more than one-tenth of the departments, and I think it is a question for consideration whether 
more of my time should not be given to such visits to the schools and to the Training Schools rather 
than to the exhaustive inspections carried out at present. 

Much more attention should be paid to collective class-teaching, and with more opportunity of 
paying extra visits I could give the matter the attention it deserves. 

FREDERIC W. WOODHOUSE, 
Sydney, 11th January, 1897. Superintendent of Drawing. 



APPENDIX XIV. 



Report on Singing. 

I have visited and examined all the schools in the Metropolitan District (including those which during 
the past year have been added to it) in vocal music and theory. I have also, as often as time per- 
mitted, visited and given specimen lessons in such schools as seemed to require my assistance. 

I have noticed with pleasure a greater refinement in singing in a fair number of schools. There 
is also a distinct advance in better and purer enunciation — a matter to which I have often earnestly 
directed the attention of the teachers. Much, however, remains to be improved in this subject. 

The chief aim of our teachers ought to be to teach the children to read music at sight, acquire 
a good, clear tone of voice, and to enunciate properly. 

In the reading at sight, fair, steady progress is being made, as even in the younger classes I test 
their ability by writing simple and iBometimes harmonised passages on the board, increasing the diffi- 
culties in the higher classes. I notice here that in a good many schools the children sing the pitch of 
notes correctly enough, but are often weak in keeping time. I have directed the teachers' attention 
to this, which seems to me almost a characteristic fault of Australian singers. 

The general results may be classed from '* fair to very fair " ; in fact, in most schools the latter 
mark applies. 

The best singing I found in Fort-street Girls' Department (all classes), Kogarah Girls' Depart- 
ment (higher classes), and Fort-street and Cleveland-street Boys' Schools ; yet the class which pleased 
me most during the year's examination was lower second class, Boys' Department, Paddington Superior 
Public School. 

HUGO ALPEN, 

Superintendent of Music. 
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APPENDIX XV. 

REPORT ON NEEDLEWORK. 

During the past year I have examined and reported upon 84 schools in and about the Metropolitan 
District. In all, 13,871 pupils were present at examination. The above numbers do not include the 
examinations of needlework I have attended for Public School exhibitions, or for prizes and awards at 
public competitions. 

It is gratifying to note that the work of this large industrial branch of the Department continues 
to progress rapidly and well. In upper classes especially the results have been most favourable, the 
marks gained after close and searching tests ranging from very fair to excellent. This conclusively 
pro ves that the instruction imparted by work-mistresses is sound and progressive, and that the standard 
is closely adhered to. 

The certificates of merit and medals awarded during the year by the judges of the Chicago 
Exposition to the Public Schools for the excellence of their various needlework exhibits act as a 
powerful incentive to further efforts, and also add the ready assurance that the system and standard 
of needlework adopted by the Department of Public Instruction for New South Wales is well appre- 
ciated and thoroughly maintained. By its means the individuality of school-girls is brought out and 
developed ; it teaches them to embellish their homes ; it inculcates habits of neatness and industry ; \t 
adds to the comfort of domestic life, and, therefore, proves itself a boon to the community at large. 

Mixed Schools. 

Mistresses, teachers' wives, Infant School mistresses, and assistants in charge of needlework in 
mixed schools have obtained, with few exceptions, the same good results as formerly, many schools, 
on examination, ranking higher than the required standard. 

The recognition extended by the ladies of the Local Board in many suburbs to the pupils for 
proficiency in needlework is highly to be valued, as, in effect, it fosters industry and incites to 
emulation. 

The dressmaking lessons given in these mixed schools are much appreciated by parents, especi- 
ally in suburban schools. 

The small specimen squares worked with coloured cotton in lower classes prove an attractive, 
prominent, and fundamental feature of instruction among young children. It is pleasing to notice the 
anxiety and ambition of these small pupils as they proceed, also the painstaking manner with which 
they endeavour to embellish their work with various fancy stitches. 

Pupil-teachers. 

In my incidental visits to schools I find that the pupil-teachers are attentive to the instruction 
of work-mistresses, anxious to excel, and evince the same proficiency in the art of needlework and 
design as formerly. 

In many schools pupil-teachers receive their needlework lesson from the work-mistress at the 
usual sewing lesson. This is an undoubted advantage, as it affords much varied and useful experience 
in cutting and setting, also in the management and control of sewing classes. This experience proves 
of good service at the close of their apprenticeship as pupil-teachers. 

Dressmaking. 

Dressmaking, in all schools I have visited and examined, is still a special subject with work- 
mistresses, and is carried out and made general in all Metropolitan schools, work-mistresses having 
acquired the practical knowledge necessary to impart this instruction. 

In many large schools where no special work-rooms are provided it is almost impracticable to 
give the lesson, as the fitting-on attracts attention, and disturbs the quiet and order of the other 
classes. 

Method and Discipline. 

Method and discipline in sewing classes are still well maintained and time economised in giving 
out and receiving needlework. Work-aprons and needle-books, self-made and well furnished, are 
provided by the girls for sewing lessons, many most artistic devices showing culture, skill, and inde- 
pendence. Head-mistresses take interest and pleasure in the work of sewing classes, and this 
stimulates the pupils in their efforts to excel. 

Throughout the schools I have visited and examined I am able to testify to the unremitting 
care and application given to needlework instruction during the past year, also to the support and 
interest taken in this subject by head-mistresses, teachers in charge of schools, and others. 

ANNIE DADLEY, 
20th January, 1897. Directress of Needlework. 



Meport of the Minister of Public Instruction. 



167 



APPENDIX XVI. 



CHIEF CLERK OF WORKS' REPORT. 



In preparing the report of the work done by this branch for the past year, I have divided the expendi- 
ture into two parts, as the first half-year was under the direction of Mr. W. E. Kemp, the late 
Architect for Public Schools, while the second half was under myself, appointed as Chief Clerk of 
Works, and the work done is represented as follows : — 

1st January to 30th June. 



No. 



Name. 



Accommodation. 



Cost. 



9 
10 

1 

5 

13* 
130 



School-buildings ... . 

Residences 

Weather-shed 

Addition to residences 
Additions to schools ... 
Sundry works 



970 



917 



£ s. d. 

4,134 5 

3,596 18 6* 

12 0> 

837 

4,065 10 1 

3,861 4 



* Two cases not. affording additional accommodation. 



No. 



1 
o 

1 

o 

5 
122 



1st July to 31st December. 



Name. 



Accommodation. 



School-building ... ...... 

Residences 

Weather-shed 

Additions to residences 
Additions to schools 
Sundry works 



92 



404 



Cost. 



£ s. d. 
384 15 (> 
813 11 6 
45 O 
239 10 6 
978 8 10- 
4,407 14 1 



It will be seen by the foregoing that the school accommodation has been increased this year by 
2,383, at a cost of £9,562 18s. lid., which works out to about £4 0s. 3d. per head. 

In addition to the works completed, contracts are now in progress amounting to £20,497 18s. 5d., 
and are as follows : — 



No. 



12 
11 

1 

3 

11* 
83 



Name. 



Accommodation. 



School buildings 

Residences 

Weather-shed 

Additions to residences 

Additions to schools 

Sundry works 



1,190 



580 



Cost. 



£ s. d. 

3,529 13 11 

4,247 11 4 

59 11 

364 16 6 

4,080 4 5 

8,216 1 3 



* Three cases not providing accommodation. 



It will be seen that the schools in course of erection, which will probably be occupied within 
the first six months of the new year, will give further increased accommodation for 1,770 pupils. 

The following works have also been carried out -.—Technical Colleges, £3,086 lis, 3d.; Industrial 
School, £133 7s. 6d. 

In addition to the above, plans and specification were prepared and a contract entered into for 
the erection of a building for a Technical College at Bathurst, for the sum of £6,123. This building was 
placed under the supervision of the Government' Architect, and will be completed some time during 
next year. 
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The changes made by the Public Service Board brought about quite a new condition of things 
in this branch of the Department's work. The original staff consisted of an architect, chief draftsman, 
3 senior draftsmen, 3 junior draftsmen, 3 clerks, and 6 clerks of works ; the whole of this staff was 
abolished on the 31st June last ; since then the work has been carried on by Chief Clerk of Works, 
with two draftsmen kindly lent by the Government Architect. One commenced work 8th July, and 
the other 23rd October ; one clerk, who was transferred from the position of Reader's Assistant at the 
Government Printing Office, 12th December ; and 6 clerks of works. The cost of the present staff for 
the last six months has been £990 10s., exclusive of the 2 draftsmen, as against £2,219 10s. for the 
first six months. 

J. C. WIGRAM, 
30th March, 1897. Chief Clerk of Works. 



APPENDIX XVII. 
BOARD OF EXAMINERS' REPORT, 1896. 

I have the honor to submit the report of the Examining Branch for 1896. 

The number of individual examinations upon which reports have been furnished during the year 
1896 is 2,672, as against 2,497 in the previous year. The following details show how this total was 
made up : — 

1. Applicant Pupil-teachers 281 

2. Pupil-teachers : 638 

3. Teachers 557 • 

4. Training Students 79 

5. High School Candidates 1,117 

Applicant Pupil-teachers : — 

Passed 88 

Failed 174 

Completed Music or Drawing only 19 

Total examined 1896, 281. 

1895, 206. 
Percentage of passes, 41*2, as against 36 '8 in 1895. 

Pupil-teachers — Candidates for Training — 
Males — 

Passed 47 

Failed 20 

Females — 

Passed , 116 

Failed 43 

Retired from examination 4 

Percentage of passes — Males... 70 "1 

for 1895 68 6 
. Percentage of passes— Females 72*3 

for 1895 81*9 

Combined percentage 71*2 

for 1895 762 
All Pupil-teachers — 

Promoted from Class I, 163 ; failed, 63. 

II, 158; failed, (13. 
„ III, 58 ; failed, 23. 
„ IV, 89; failed, 8. 

Examined in Drawing only 9 

Retired from examination 4 

Percentage of passes 70 *5. 

for 1895 81*8. 

Students in Training — 
Fort-street (Males) — 

Recommended for Class II A, with Honors 3 

II A 7 

II B 13 

II B, conditionally 2 

III A 1 



>» »» 

>» »» 



»> >> 



J* 

91 
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Hurbtone (Females) — 

Recommended for Class II A, with Honors 1 

II A 3 

II A, conditionally 2 

IIB 7 

II B, conditionally 8 

III A 3 

Examined in Drawing only — 

Passed 19 

Failed 12 

Teachers — Class I. 

Recommended for Class 1 6 

Failed ; 9 

Class II. 

Recommended for II A 9 

IIB 29 

Failed 63 

Class III. 

Recommended for III A 132 

IIIB 47 

IIIC 20 

Failed 103 

Examined in Drawing or Music only — 

Passed 87 

Failed 45 

Retired from Examination 5 

Examinations cancelled 2 

Percentage of passes ' 58*2 

„ for 1895 59*5 

High School candidates (representing examinations daring three half years) : — 

Examined December 1895 Males, 189 ; females, 179 

March, 1896 ,, 10; ,, 8 

June, 1896 ,, 169; „ 184 

September, 1896 „ 5 ; ,, 2 

December, 1896 „ 226; „ 145 

Recommended as having passed 1,075 

Failed 42 

Percentage of passes 96*2 

for 1895 93*3 

During the year the Board of Examiners has ceased to exist. This Board from September, 1889, 
till June, 1896, had control of all departmental examinations, and rendered excellent service. The 

work now devolves on the Examiner, who is helped by five assistant Examiners. These gentlemen 
erform this duty in addition to other services. 

Nothing else has occurred calling for any special reference in this report. 

R. N. MORRIS, 

• Examiner. 



>> 
»» 
»» 



APPENDIX XVIII. 

REPORT ON PUBLIC SCHOOLS CADET FORCE. 

At the end of 1896, the (Met Force numbered 3,164, and there appears to be a general revival among 
the teachers of interest in this important branch of the Public School curriculum, notwithstanding 
that no camp has been held for the last five years, and the strict economy exercised has limited the 
few attractions for the Force. 

Except the monthly battalion parades, supplemented by the weekly drills at the various schools, 
and the target practices, the only attraction is the annual rifle meeting at the end of each school year, 
at which all city and country corps, which have prepared by the regular target practice, are invited to 
take part in competing for the Cadet Challenge Shield, presented by the Department of Public 
Instruction, and for other trophies presented by the Department and Sydney citizens. This event, 
together with the preparatory practices in their own Districts, does much towards training the lads and 
giving them a taste for the use of firearms, which may be very essential to them later on in life, when 
Australia takes her place amongst the nations. 

Shooting is interfered with by the limited number of carbines fit for shooting purposes, and by 
the small quantity of ammunition. 
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It gave general satisfaction to see the Under Secretary, Chief Inspector, and Deputy Chief 
Inspector on the range . at the Annual Shield Competition taking an active personal interest in the 
meeting. The Honorable J . Garrard, Minister of Public Instruction, in a few happy words, presented 
each winner with his prize. It is worthy of note that Mr. Garrard is the first Minister to visit the 
ground on an occasion like this. The meeting for 1896 took place on Friday, 18th, Saturday, 19th, 
and Monday, 21st December, and at this event 40 teams, representing 520 cadets, took part. 
The shooting was of high character generally ; in many cases excellent. 

The cadets used the Braendlin carbine at ranges of 200 and 300 yards. The Challenge Shield 
went to Orange, which school has won it yearly since 1889. 

Messrs. A. Hordern & Sons' 5-guinea gold medal for the individual championship of the Cadet 
Force was won by Cadet Wilkins, of Dubbo. 

In addition to the Challenge Shield, about £50 in money and trophies were shot for. 

Many country oadete stayed with city friends, but about 150 others were accommodated during 
the meeting at the Royal Agricultural Society's buildings, Moore Park, kindly placed at their disposal 
as in previous years, while the Military authorities considerately supplied blankets for the lads. 
Special arrangements for supervising the lads at camp were made, but the conduct throughout the 
meeting was excellent. 

The results of the meeting show that a large number of boys would be ignorant of the use of fire- 
arms without the facilities given them by the cadet movement, and that these facilities, while dissemi- 
nating great taste for and knowledge of the rifle, cost the State but little. In passing, I might state that 
some inquiries were made a short time ago as to the antecedents of New South Wales volunteers, and 
it was found that a large number were at one time Public School cadets. 

Drill is a favourite subject with lads, and is taught in accordance with the Standard Military 
Text-book, under school conditions, the drill rifle taking the place of the sterner weapon ; and the 
lads who are physically fit are instructed in the use of this weapon, which is found most suitable. 
1,300 of these rifles were purchased to meet the requirements of the new standard in drill, but more 
are yet needed. Excellent opportunities are afforded teachers for acquiring a knowledge of the various 
departments of drill in classes held for the purpose by the Cadet Staff at the Girls' High School, 

Several important changes were made during the year in the Cadet Staff by the Public Service 
Board — Major Dettmann being graded an Inspector of Schools, Colonel Paul, Senior Staff Officer of 
Cadets; the other members of the Staff being Captain Mulholland, Sergeant-major Murphy, and 
Quartermaster-sergeant Smith ; while the Chief Clerk ( Jno. Beale) was transferred to the Accountant's 
branch. Captain Mulholland was placed at Newcastle to instruct the schools in that district. 

The Cadet office and storeroom were removed to the Inspectors' quarters, as increased accommo- 
dation was required for the Department of Labour and Industry. This arrangement was most satis- 
factory, as the Cadet office and armoury adjoin each other. 

New Cadet corps are being formed, chiefly by teachers, who develop as successful drill intruc- 
tors, and take interest in the subject. 

A large number of Cadet corps competed for the prizes in the liberal programme of the Public 
Schools Athletic Association, which held its annual meeting at the Sydney Cricket Ground, on the 18th 
and 19th September last, and at the conclusion of the meeting the competing corps gave an exhibition 
of attack and defence movements. The judges of these events were Staff drill-sergeants, who spoke in 
the highest terms of the lads' proficiency in the various drill evolutions. Infantry and physical drill 
events are prominent features in the branch associations in the country districts. 

Cadet teams competed in the Military Tournament in various parts of the Colony, the Kedfem 
Superior Public School cadets securing high honors for the second time at Newcastle, while the Auburn 
lads were successful at Clarendon, thus showing that boys can hold their own when pitted against the 
Military, which speaks volumes for the quality of the drill. 

Drill Inspection. 

All metropolitan, and many sub-metropolitan schools, were inspected in drill during the year, 
and detailed reports of inspection, furnished through the School' Inspectors, as to results, which were 
generally very satisfactory, some schools attaining a high standard. 

Sydney High Schools. 

These institutions received a suitable course of instruction through weekly visits by a member 
of the Staff — the boys, company drill and physical drill, with and without arms, and the girls a com- 
plete course of calisthenics. These schools were iully inspected during the year. 

The Fort-street and Hurhtone Training Colleges. 

The students were fully posted in drill requirements of the standard for the different school 
classes, and were given every opportunity for teaching the subject to the pupils attending the Practising 
Schools. The year was concluded by an examination of the students, practically and theoretically, 
which examination showed most satisfactory results. 

In conclusion, I feel assured that our teachers are fully seized with the importance of drill as an 
aid to discipline and the physical development of their pupils, and that there is a steady growth of 
desire with them to acquire a knowledge of drill, and impart it to their pupils. 

A. PAUL, Lieut. -Colonel, 

Senior Staff Officer.; 
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ANNEX A. 
Cadet Corps Branch. — Department of Public Instruction. 
Receipts and Disbursements from 1st January to 31st December, 1896. 



Receipts. 






J Disbursements 

i 


i. 




To Balance, on account of 1895 


£ s. 
6 5 

2,000 

1,240 


d. 







By Salaries 


£ s. d. 

1,592 15 

195 lfi 3 

645 10 11 

43 10 

189 8 10 

86 8 5 

818 
57 18 
10 


£ 8. d. 


Amount received from Treasury on account 
of Vote for 1895-6 : 


Purchase of ammunition 

Travelling expenses, carriage 
of arms and ammunition, 
&o. 




Amount received from Treasury on account 
of Vote for 1896-7 : . . . . 


. 




Grant for annual prize meet- 




.. 


Equipment of School Cadets 
Allowances as per Regula- 
tions 85 and 66 


» 




Rine practice, &c 






School drum and fife bands. . 


3,139 7 5 
106 17 7 


« 






£3,246 5 





3,246 5 



E. & O.E. 

•Account Branch, Department of Public Instruction, 
Sydney, 17th March, 1897. 



A. E. BASSAN, 

Accountant. 



APPENDIX XIX. 

REPORT ON TECHNICAL EDUCATION WITH ANNEX. 

The enrolment of students for the year is shown in the following table. The numbers for 1895 are 
given for purposes of comparison : — 

1895. 1896. 

Sydney Technical College./. 3,458 3,302 

Suburban Classes 550 578 

Country Classes 2,252 2,285 

Classes connected with Public Schools 811 954 

7,071 7,119 

Deducting from the total enrolment all cases where students have joined more than one class, 
the number of individuals entered was 5,396. The average weekly attendance of individual students 
throughout the year was 3,718*7. 

Teaching Staff. 

The teaching staff consists of S4 persons, distributed as follows : — 

13 Lecturers in charge of Departments. 
5 Resident Masters in charge of Branch Colleges or Schools. 
36 Teachers. 
17 Assistant Teachers. 
13 Teachers in charge of classes, and remunerated by fees of pupils only. 

A large and convenient room has been erected for the sheep and wool classes. The sanitary 
engineering classes have been located in a new building, and the plumbing workshop has also been 
extended. 

The classes at Newcastle were removed to the new college, which had been erected during the 
previous year. It was officially opened on 20th February by the Minister, Mr. Garrard. A building 
has been erected at the Sydney Technical College for the old No. 1 engine, and the Watt engine. In 
the basement, refrigeration chambers have been provided, which will be used when opportunity offers 
for giving instruction in refrigeration. A contract has been accepted for the erection of the Technical 
College buildings at Bathurst. It is expected that the buildings will be ready for occupation by the 
end of the present year. 

Applications for the services of the travelling lecturer in geology continue to be numerous. 
Sixty-three lectures were delivered, in addition to the visits paid to mining centres for giving useful 
hints to practical miners. The lecturer in agriculture also visited the agricultural districts, delivered 
lectures, and gave practical instruction. Special courses of lectures were also given on ''fruit- 
growing." 
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Examinations for Master Plumbers' and Drainers' licenses have been conducted throughout the 
year. The Water and Sewerage Board has offered two gold medals to be competed for annually, one 
of which is, for the honors pass in sanitary engineering, and the other for honors in advanced plumbing. 
In addition to the annual prizes awarded by the Department, a large number of private prizes was 
given by persons who take special interest in the work of Technical Instruction. 

» 

Agriculture. 

The agricultural classes have been well attended, and the number of students has exceeded that 
of previous years. 

The enrolment was as follows. — Sydney, 197 ; Hunter's Hill, 19 ; and Hornsby, 8. A special 
course of lessons was given at Murrurundi, and at Toongabbie ; the attendance being 28 and 25 
respectively. Lectures was also delivered at Tilba-Tilba, Cobargo, Mangrove District, Auburn, and 
Glenhaven. Visits to orchards, bee-farms, &c., for practical out-door- work, Mve been arranged as 
often as possible. The want of a farm connected with the college is a serious drawback to this portion 
of the work. Much attention has also been paid to the science of dairying, fruit-preserving, syrup- 
making, the study of fungus and insect pests, and the means of checking them. 

Veterinary Science and Farriery. 

Classes have been held during the year, and good work has been done. The enrolment for the 
year was 33, with an average weekly attendance of 29. 

Sheep and Wool De}>artment . 

The day classes in this department have been well attended, and many applied for admission for 
whom no space was available. The day students as usual attended the wool sales with the lecturer. 
The night-class was also full during the year. The students in both classes made satisfactory progress. 

' Chemistry. 

The classes have had a large enrolment throughout the year. The number exceeded that of 
any previous year. Sixty-three students entered the practical, and 54 the theoretical classes. In 
addition to these, 6 came for instruction on Saturday mornings, whilst 21 attended during the day. 
Some of these desired only special instruction, such as fat-tc3ting, &c. The conduct of the students 
has been most exemplary, and good progress was made by the majority of them. 

Pharmacy. 

The enrolments for the year show a slight increase on that of former years. Great difficulty 
arises owing to the mixed educational attainments of the students, many are not professionally 
employed, and follow various employments. To teach these with chemists' apprentices, so that all 
may profit, is a difficult task. The classes give promise of large numbers next year. 

Geology \ Mineralogy, and Mining. 

The roll for this year shows a considerable increase on the previous year. In the mineralogy 
classes admission had to be refused to those who applied late in the term, in consequence of limited 
accommodation. The work during the year has been very satisfactory, and it is evident that most of 
the students attending the classes come to obtain such instruction as would be useful for mining 
purposes. Many students left after receiving the information they required for their particular object. 
The field work for students has been carried on regularly, and principally near Sydney. The accom- 
modation was insufficient during the past year, but has been increased for the coming one. 

Applied Mechanics. 

This class has maintained its usual average of students. Very fair work has been done, but it 
is not up to the standard, mainly from the fact that the students so far have not passed through the" 
physics class. With the increase of students in that class, a large number will be grounded in theory 
and ready to pass on to the applied mechanics. This will enable them to pass through the 
elementary course quickly, so as to take up more advanced work. The attendance has been very 
regular, and the attention good. The note-books kept by the students show that interest has been 
taken in the lectures given. 

Mechanical Drawing. 

There has been a great increase in the number of students in this class, the accommodation being 
taxed to meet the demand for admission, so much so, that additional nights are needed to overtake the 
work. With bench room for only 54, and an enrolment of 95, the students do not get the advantages they 
would with smaller classes. Some excellent work has been done. More models for practical work are 
required. A few additions have been made during the year by gifts of machinery and patterns from 
engineering friends who take interest in the classes. 
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Fitting and Turning. # 

The full roll has been maintained throughout the year, and good work has been done. Numbers of 
students have been refused admittance through the lack of accommodation. Several of the day 
students, who attend three days a week, have given their services on two other days, assisting in 
repairs and other work in the college. The night students have also given assistance. They are making 
a triple-expansion engine for the college, on which some excellent work is being done. 

Blacksmithing . 

The students have made fair progress. Very few of them follow the trade, but many join in order 
to learn enough smithing to be useful on a farm. With the limited number of hours for teaching this 
subject, the progress is somewhat slow. 

Boiler-making. 

The enrolment was good in this class, and useful work has been done ; tem plating has been well 
studied, this being the branch the students wish principally to learn. Two hours each week only are 
available for practical work, and not very much can be done in the time. Some very good specimens 
are to be seen in the shape of small boilers, worked out in correct proportions. 

Ironfoundivtg. 

This class has not been satisfactory, the attendance being poor, though various attempts have 
been made to improve matters. The students are often detained at their respective workshops at night, 
and this reduces the average attendance. The work performed has been very good. The system 
introduced this year, of making castings in lead, has been much appreciated by the students. 

Pa ttern-ma Icing. 

This class has been thoroughly reorganised, and a new teacher appointed. The lines indicated 
in the syllabus have been followed, and already improvement is evident. The students will be more 
closely associated with the foundry, as they will be expected, after making a pattern, to observe the 
stages it passes through before a casting of it is obtained. 

Slide Rule. 

This class was placed under the Engineering department early in the year, and with the altera- 
tion of class nights, a larger attendance is expected. The subject is an important one, and is useful 
to every mechanic. 

Electrical Engineering. 

Both the elementary and advanced classes have been well attended ; an additional class in the 
latter has been formed. The syllabus was revised at the end of last year, with a view of preventing 
overlapping with the physics course. The oil engine has been utilised in driving the alternate current 
dynamo and exciter, and it 1*3 now belted directly to them. Two of the best modern types of alter- 
nating current arc lamps have been added to this portion of the plant, and have been successfully 
lighted directly from the alternator. The electric motor has been belted to the stamper battery, a line 
erected connecting the generator with the motor, and the transmission of power demonstrated. The 
number of instruments has been increased by the addition of some standard apparatus of the highest 
class. A portion of the oil engine room has been partitioned oft and prepared for use as an accumula- 
tion or secondary battery -room. 

Physics. 

The total number of enrolments for the year, exclusive of High School classes, was 139. This 
shows a large increase over last year, when the aggregate enrolments did not exceed one-third of the 
present number. The attendance at the classes has been satisfactory throughout. The department 
has been moved to new quarters, and the change has resulted in a greatly-increased efficiency of 
working. 

Very little new apparatus has been purchased during the year. Two or three pieces were 
required for experiments with the Rontgen Rays. 

It has been decided not to carry on the Saturday morning classes next year, but to hold some 
extra week evening classes instead. A successful beginning has been made with the practical class ; 
13 students were enrolled for the third term. It is intended to extend this work in the future. The 
syllabus of applied physics has been reduced and made more general in character. A special course 
f lessons was given for the benefit of the senior boys of the High School in addition to the regular 
classes. The medal for physics at the Junior Public Examination was awarded to a member of this 
class. 

Mathematics. 

There has been a satisfactory increase in the attendance of this department, chiefly in the 
geometry and trigonometry classes. The average nightly attendance for the present year is 21, and 
for last year 13. The total enrolment for this year is 137 ; for 1895 it was 108. The students have 
been earnest and painstaking. 
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« Sanitary Engineering, 

The attendance during the year has been satisfactory. The increased accommodation afforded 
by the new building has been of great benefit to the students, and better work has been accomplished.' 
Lectures on the design and principles of plumbing have been delivered at Sydney, Newcastle, and 
Maitland, which were well attended. Several students, who availed themselves of these lectures, 
have continued their studies and taken the higher branches of sanitary engineering. The examination^ 
conducted by this department have already been referred to. The practical plumbing classes have 
made good progress. The students are all engaged in- the plumbing trade, and by means of the 
instruction received at the College become more thorougly and more rapidly proficient than they 
otherwise could. A large number of journeymen attend for special lessons in lead-burning and lead 
roof work. The valuable medals offered by the Water and Sewerage Board and Messrs. Banks and 
Sons have caused a spirited competition during the whole year. The department of practical sanitation 
is doing good work. 

* Architecture, 

The attendance at these classes has not been up to the standard of previous years, and the' 
majority of those who did attend were beginners. 

One reason for this decline is that many of the senior students have obtained employment in 
other countries, in some instances at a high rate of wages. Some of the drawings executed by the 
students are of a very high class. Many conveniences have been supplied during the year, such as 
drawers, presses, &c, which, together with the proposed additions to the curriculum of trades-drawing 
and day-classes, offer inducements for a larger attendance. 

Building Construction. 

This class was placed, under the Lecturer in Architecture in June, and the attendance has been 
very good throughout the year, averaging about 90 per cent, of the enrolment. 

» • . 

Carpentry and Joinery. 

These classes are progressing satisfactorily. During the year there has been an increase of 
students in the trade. The general conduct of the students has been very good. 

Art Department. 

This year the classes show a decrease in numbers. It was not to be expected that the rate of 
increase of the last few years would be maintained. The regulation providing that students shall not' 
sit for examination, without due attendance at the classes, prevented them from taking up additional 
subjects during the last term of the year. A satisfactory rearrangement of class-rooms was made at 
the beginning, of the year. One room is now available as a students', art gallery. This contains, from 
time to time, all the best work of the students, and is useful for showing to visitors the scope of the. 
instruction. 

Freehand and Model Drawing. 

The class of work is of an improved character. The attendance on Saturday mornings is par- 
ticularly good, and the day classes are generally better than the evening classes. 

Plant Drawing. 
In consequence of increased enrolments two lessons become necessary instead of one each week. ' 

China Painting, 

The attendance and work show an improvement. The day class was divided into two sections 
during the last term. Most of the students of this class will in future combine china painting with' 
design. 

Life Class, 

There has been a steadily-increasing attendance. A new- dais has been added to the fittings of 
tne room, which is now all that could be de3ired. A number of students during the last term attended, 
tjie. National. Art- Gallery for the purpose of studying the best works there. Next year all students 
will be required to follow this practice. 

Geometry and Perspective. 

These classes do not make the headway they should, considering their technical usefulness* 
These subjects have been embodied in other courses as necessary for a diploma, and this will no doubt, 
add to the enrolment. 

Modelling Class. 

The work has proved to be better than that of previous years. A better classification of the 
course of study has been made, and a higher standard 01 execution has also been aimed at. Antique 
and ornamental modelling now embrace two separate courses. Some excellent life studies have been 
executed by senior students. Increased facilities for study will be made during the ensuing year. 
Good behaviour has prevailed through the three terms. 
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Industrial Art. 

The subjects in this department comprise house painting, graining and marbling, signwriting 
decoration, and design. 

< The attendance has been good throughout the year. The students have been attentive, indus^ 

trious, and efficient. Instruction on the lines laid down in the syllabus has been given. j . 

t t 

i 

Cookery. 

The numbers for the early part of the year were high. The students were fewer during the 
second term ; 130 enrolled in the last term. The class is in good order. 

Dress-cutting. 

In consequence of the change of teacher, the attendance fell off, but before the end of the term 
•fche number increased from 45 to 75. All the pupils were well behaved and industrious. Only 18 
presented themselves for examination. 

Lithography. 

In this case a complete course of instruction has been given in accordance with the provisions 
of the syllabus. The College calendar for 1897 (in three paintings) is entirely the work of the students. 
in this work alone there is a complete course of instruction from the graining of stones to the finished 
printed copies. In the Photo-lithography class the whole course has been covered. 

Manual Training —Students in Training. 

The students' attendance has been good, and their progress satisfactory. Generally they have 
evinced great interest in their work, some indeed having advanced beyond the prescribed standard.. 
More time has been devoted to drawing with beneficial results. The prospects of future good work 
are hopeful. 

Boys' Classes. 

The enrolment of these classes has fallen off. The progress under the circumstances has been 
satisfactory, while the conduct of the boys has been excellent. Useful work has been done. As a part 
of the class instruction, lessons were given in repairing school furniture. 

The classes at Crown-street, Blackfriars, and Sussex-street have been in operation during the 
year, and the course laid down has been followed with a fair measure of success. 

Geology. ', 

The Travelling Lecturer in Geology reports : — During the year I delivered sixty-three lectures in- 
various parts of the Colony. I pursued a somewhat different method to that of previous. years, and" 
found that by keeping to the towns I could command very large audiences ; but while information, 
was no doubt diffused in this way, more practical results came from visiting mining camps and small 
parties of working miners. The. instruction given in this. way, I have reason to know, was productive* 
of much good. I include instruction of this kind and practical demonstrations under the heading of 
lectures. 

Applications for lectures continue to increase, and I may state here that the reappointment of 
an assistant would go a long way to enable me to meet these applications. 

Original Work. — As the result of. a visit to the slopes of Mount Kosciusko in January and 
February, I made some important observations on the so-called glaciation of the Australian Alps. 
During this tour I visited a number of mining camps, and noted auriferous reefs at heights of from 
5,000 to 6,000 feet above sea-level. During the year I did a considerable amount of work on the 
composition and distribution of the gems and precious stones of this Colony. Part of this work is 
embodied in an essay issued by the Royal Society, and for which the Society awarded me its prize 
and medal. 

I prepared for the Press a work entitled "Geology for Australian Students." This book is 
illustrated with more than 200 figures, which are for the most part drawn by myself, and reproduced 
from my own photographs. I have also written a handbook for miners entitled " Useful Minerals, and 
how to tell them."' 

A very large correspondence has been kept up with bona-fide prospectors and working-men. 
This I have always considered as a most important method of imparting information, continuing the 
interest awakened by lectures. I have had to abandon it entirely, the services of my assistant being 
dispensed with. 

While visiting the country between Wilcannia and Milparinka I discovered positive evidence 
that the artesian water of the west is derived from triassic and not from cretaceous rocks. . This 
is in keeping with my previous discovery that the Coonamble artesian well was in triassic strata. 

I am pleased to be able to add that my estimate of Wyalong gold-field is being fully borne out, 
and that the experiment I made of taking an assay plant to that field in its beginnings has been pro- 
ductive of the very best results. 
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Newtown. 

Freehand and Model Drawing. — The annual enrolments and attendance of students compare 
favourably with those of previous years. Satisfactory work was obtained from both classes. A smaller 
number of students presented themselves at the annual examinations this year, which is attributed to 
the regulation compelling them to attend two terms before they are eligible. 

Mechanical, Geometrical, Perspective, and Architectural Drawing. — The teaching has been in 
strict accordance with the syllabus. The attendance during the early part of the year was not good, 
likely due to the fact that numbers of probable students were then out of work. Public lectures have 
been delivered on several occasions. The annual exhibition of students' work and presentation of 
prizes was held in the Town Hall, and was well attended. Visitors were afforded an opportunity of 
judging the character of the work done at the classes. The exhibits comprised examples of work from 
all the classes. The accommodation and equipment are all that could be desired 

Ash field 

The classes have not increased during the year, but the prospects for the coming year are more 
hopeful. The accommodation and stock of appliances are sufficient for present purposes 

North Sydney. 

The classes continue to be popular, and a fair number attend for freehand and model drawing. 
Few apply for instruction in geometrical and perspective drawing. The regular attendance shows 
that the students are interested in their work. 

Shorthand draws a good many pupils, and classes in this subject have been conducted with 
success. 

Armidale. 

During the first and second terms the depressed state of business, and lack of suitable rooms, 
rendered the enrolment small, but afterwards, with improved accommodation, the number on the roll 
almost doubled. The students have made good progress during the year. 

Petersham. 

The attendance was much better than it was during the previous year. 

The number enrolled for freehand did not approach that of former years, which may be accounted 
for by the leave of absence granted to the assistant teacher for a period of twelve months. In the first- 
year model drawing class the students were very regular in their attendance. This enabled them to go 
through a good course. It is a matter of regret that many of the more capable students did not avail 
themselves of the opportunity of sitting for examination. Very few passed through the second year's 
course. The plane and solid geometry class was well attended ; the younger students took more 
nterest in the subject. Perspective, as usual, did not command many pupils. Only persons who are 
compelled to learn this branch of drawing seem to take it up. Plant drawing has been taught during 
the year, involving a greater variety of work. This subject appears to command increasing interest 
Antique drawing is the great aim of the students, but they are not permitted to study this section 
unless they have passed in the more elementary courses. The work executed by the students is very 
creditable. Painting from still life seems to have a great attraction, on account of the fascinating 
influence of colour. 

Few entered for mechanical drawing, and it is difficult to understand why. Good work has been 
done in the architectural drawing class. 

The attendance at the dresscutting and dressmaking classes was very small for the first three 
months, having only 6 on the roll, increasing afterwards to 19. The students made good progress. 

Many students attended the shorthand class. 

The general progress and the conduct of the students have been very satisfactory. An exhibition 
of student's work, in conjunction with the annual meeting, was held in June last, at which the 
Premier, the Hon. G. Reid, presented the prizes and certificates to the successful pupils. The exhibits 
were highly spoken of. 

Bathurst Technical College. 

The total number of students enrolled in the various classes was as follows : — 

Agriculture 10 Mineralogy 6 

Botany 17 Mechanics 8 

Book-keeping 47 Physics , H 

Chemistry — Freehand and Model Drawing 58 

Practical ". 15 Geometrical and Perspective Drawing 27 

Theoretical 5 Shorthand 17 

Public Schools 175 



Geology 26 Total enrolment 467 

Mathematics 45 

The total number of individual students was 303, being greater than in 1895, although the 
aggregate enrolment is slightly less. 



Report of the Minister of Public Instruction. 177 

There has been do change in the staff of the college during the year. An afternoon class was 
started in model drawing, and also a day class in botany. With these exceptions all the classes had 
been in operation in the preceding year. 

The art classes have been well supported throughout the year, the enrolment being large and 
the attendance regular. Good work has been done, and marked progress made by many students. 

The shorthand class has been fairly attended, and some students give promise of becoming 
expert writers. 

Most of the classes under the resident science master have been well attended. As usual, the 
book-keeping and mathematics classes have proved most attractive. At both these good work has 
been done. A fair number has worked through a complete set of books by double entry, and all have 
learned to make entries and post ledgers in a business like manner. 

The chemistry class consisted of regular students, several coming from the Public Schools, in 
order to obtain more advanced teaching than that given in the school course. 

Junior Chemistry. — The class consists of the pupils from fifth classes at the Superior Public 
Schools who attend at the Technical College once a week for a lesson in science. The enrolment was 
very large, but a considerable number attended only during the latter part of the session, consequently 
they were not competent to sit for the annual examination. The attention shown by the students was 
very good. The lessons were fully illustrated by experiments. 

Physics and mechanics were fair classes, but several promising students left Bathurst towards 
the close of the year, so that they were unable to present themselves for examination. 

Geology and Mineralogy. — The evening classes in geology and mineralogy were small through- 
out the year. It is a matter for regret that so little interest is shown in these important subjects. 
Several young students have, however, made a promising beginning in geology. 

Agriculture. — The agricultural class was very limited for the greater part of the year— so much 
so that it appeared doubtful whether it could be continued. Some new students joined towards the 
elose of the year, and these are likely to continue. The establishment of a model farm at Bathurst 
will, it is believed, stimulate others to join the class. It is often difficult for farmers to come into 
Bathurst in the evening, after a hard day's work, and therefore only very earnest students have suffi- 
cient energy to do so regularly. All the practical farmers who have attended the class state that they 
have derived great benefit* 

The botany class has been better attended, and several students have worked well. The 
lessons are always illustrated by fresh plants. 

The conduct of the students has been uniformly good throughout the year. 

Apparatus, &c. — The stock of plaster casts for the drawing classes is very complete and in good 
order. When the new college is being fitted up, considerable additions will be necessary for the 
chemistry and physics classes. 

Granville. 

The year's work was inaugurated by a lecture on " Paris," by Mr. H. Lord, Teacher of Agri- 
culture, with lantern illustrations. The annual meeting of the school was held on 15th May, when 
the prizes and certificates won at the previous examinations were presented by the Hon. Jacob 
Garrard, Minister of Public Instruction, who also delivered an address on the advantages of technical 
education. Both these meetings were largely attended. . During the first term classes were held in 
the following subjects : — Agriculture, applied mechanics, dresscutting, geometrical, mechanical, and 
model drawing, mathematics, and shorthand. The dresscutting class was closed at the end of the 
first term. The other seven classes were continued throughout the year. The total number of 
individual students enrolled was 136, as compared with 125 in 1895. 

The students attending classes taught by the resident teacher visited the following places of 
interest : — Messrs. Brown and Brown, ironworks, Pyrmont, the Sydney Technical College workshops, 
Messrs. Murray Bros., woollen mills, Parramatta, Lake Illawarra smelting works, Dapto, and the* 
Prospect Waterworks. 

The enrolments in the agriculture classes for the year were : — Elementary, 45 ; advanced, 22 ; 
making a total of 67, compared with 59 last year. The course, as prescribed in the syllabus, has been 
followed, with slight modifications in favour of subjects of local or of special interest to the students. 
Arrangements were made for the students to accompany the Sydney class in their twenty-one outings, 
to gardens, orchards, bee-farms, poultry-farms, &c. In addition to these, six other .outings were 
arranged to orchards, bee-farms, gardens, &c, of local students. On these occasions students did a 
large amount of practical work, such as pruning, grafting, budding, underground draining, gardening, 
handling bees, &cr. They were also shown how to break in and train a horse for the plough, saddle, or 
harness. 

The progress made by the students has been very marked. This has been ascertained by 
regular class examination papers. 
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GOULBURN. 

As far as the number of students is concerned the Technical College has had a successful year. 
The total number of individuals attending the classes, exclusive of Public School pupils, has been 186. 
The enrolment has been as follows : — 



Practical chemistry 5 

Theoretical 10 

Physics 16 

Geology 19 

Mineralogy I 

Freehand drawing 45 

Model drawing 14 

Geometrical drawing 14 

Perspective drawing 1 

Mechanical drawing 2 

Arithmetic 15 



Book-keeping 18 

Shorthand 21 

Carpentry 70 

Wood-turning 19 

Fretwork 12 

Carving IS 

Physics — Public School pupils 192 

Manual training 74 

Thus making a grand total of... 563 



The accommodation consists of three rooms, one for science classes, one for art and commercial 
subjects, and one for wood-working classes. 

The Public School physics class was so large that it was taught in two seotions. 

The appliances for teaching are fair, but additional scientific apparatus will soon be necessary. 
The conduct of the students has been uniformly good, and the majority has shown an eager desire to 
profit by the instruction given. Many of the art students become tradesmen, thus bringing their 
knowledge into practical use. A Technical College certificate forms the best of testimonials for a lad 
seeking employment, as it is recognised that a mechanical or a practical scientific training is useful in 
almost any walk of life. The science classes have been well attended. The students generally have 
been too young and inexperienced to pass the examinations after but one year's preparation. 

The subjects treated in the art classes have been freehand, model, geometrical, and perspective 
drawing. The students have attended regularly, and careful work has been done. It is now desirable 
to have classes in plant drawing and still life. 

With the erection of a new college an increased number of students might be looked for. The 
attendance during the past year shows an improvement. The existing carpentry workshop is unsuit- 
able for present requirements ; it is stifling in hot weather, and bitterly cold in winter. The size i» 
inadequate for the number of students. A large amount of work has been done. Many of the adult 
students prefer to make articles for themselves, and thus acquire general skill. 

The turning class is also full on week-nights ; students, as a rule, are not able to attend on 
Saturday morning for this work. 

Newcastle. 

During the year (the first at the new college) the work of the classes has been satisfactory, and" 
their numerical strength fairly maintained, despite the influence exercised by the unfavourable con- 
dition of the district, disturbed as- it was by labour troubles in the earlier part of the year. Instruction 
has been given in chemistry (theoretical and practical), mineralogy, geology, metallurgy (chiefly 
assaying), coal-mining (in Newcastle and four outlying townships), freehand, model, geometrical, per- 
spective, antique, and mechanical drawing, boilermaking, carpentry, plumbing, mine surveying, steam 
and steam-engine, dressmaking, modelling in clay, and shorthand. 

The individuals enrolled numbered 556. 

The exodus of young men from the district to New Zealand coal-fields, West Australia, and 
South Africa materially affected the enrolment. 

The conduct of the students in the class-rooms won the entire approval of the teachers, and the 
attendance, with a few exceptions, has been most regular. 

The accommodation for the classes generally is suitable to their requirements, but the appliances 
could, in many instances, be largely supplemented with advantage. 

The carpentry class has since its formation been growing in popularity. The numbers have 
increased each term, and the interest of the students has been well maintained throughout. 

Manual Training, — In this class, notwithstanding many difficulties attending its commence- 
ment, the full course has, almost without exception, been fully completed by all the pupils who attended 
throughout the year. So far no difficulty has been experienced in maintaining a full roll. The boys 
have been attentive to the instruction given and regular in attendance. 

The coal-mining classes began well, but the strike during the second term very severely affected 
the attendance. Despite this serious drawback, the third term showed an enrolment of 63 students, 
40 of whom presented themselves for examination in December. The new Coal Mines Act provides 
that the Manager and Under Manager must respectively hold a first and second class certificate of 
competency. This should prove an incentive to the more intelligent miners of the district to avail' 
themselves of the instruction given in the coal-mining classes. 

The attendance at the mine-surveying class has been good, some of the students having been 
present 95 per cent, of the total lectures. The passing of the Coal Mines Regulation Act this year 
will have the effect of securing extra students, as the number of surveyors required under the new Act 
is doubled. 
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The metallurgy okas has been well attended ; several practical gold and -silver miners, with 
others interested in metal-mining, have received useful instruction. 

The mechanical drawing class has maintained a very satisfactory attendance. At the completion 
of the last term there were 30 individual students. The result of the tuition given has been very 
gratifying to the teacher, as well as useful to the students. 

The plumbing class is still doing woll. The result of the ^805 examinations was very satis* 
factory, as all the students who went up for examination passed, two securing " Honors passes" in 
advanced plumbing. 

The progress of the studonts attending the art classes has been satisfactory. The accommo- 
dation is ample. The appliances are suitable and sufficient, with the exception of the antique casts ; 
full-length figures are required to teach figure drawing. The present set comprises nothing but busts. 
The conduct of the students has been excellent. A steady increase in the enrolment has taken place 
since the opening of the classes in February, some of the students coming from places 15 or 16 miles 
*away. It is encouraging to find so many enrolling for the advanced subjects. 

There were only 37 students in the dressmaking classes during the year ; the increase of fees 
seems to have been the cause of the falling off. The accommodation is very good. The students were 
well conducted, very anxious to learn the system, and therefore took a great interest in their work. 
The great advantage in the system is becoming known, and many more will in future take the oppor- 
tunity of learning. 

The shorthand class was fairly well attended. The number on the roll varied from 27 to 33. 
The conduct of the students was all that could be desired. The attendance for the third term was not 
so good. The prospects for the next year are very favourable. 

West Maitland. 

The individual enrolment for the West Maitland Technical College and District Technical 
School was 590. This is an increase over last year. The enrolment in the various classes has been :— 

Art classes 678 

Architectural drawing, building, construction, &c. ., 35 

Mechanical drawing 22 

' Carpentry and joinery, &c 45 

Manual training 85 

Practical plumbing 15 

Scientific dresscutting and dressmaking 12 

Shorthand 35 

At the West Maitland Technical College the accommodation for the trades classes (carpentry 
and joinery, wood-carving, turning, and practical plumbing), also the manual training and modelling 
classes is satisfactory, but the success of the remainder is greatly impeded in the summer by the intoler- 
able heat of the class-rooms. With the ceiling within the reach of a person of ordinary height, the gas 
alone warms up the room unpleasantly, but the greatest discomfort is felt when the sun has shone on 
the roof during the whole day. As a consequence, the students attend irregularly during the beginning 
and end of the year, affecting materially the course of study. 

The classes generally are well provided with appliances. The conduct of the students through- 
< out has been unexceptionable. The progress of the classes compares favourably with that of previous 
years. The coal-miners* strike unsettled some of the adult students, compelling them to seek work else- 
where, leaving younger men in the majority, but a lad who has had the advantage of the present-day 
•system of education frequently makes a better student than an adult with more practical skill but 
neglected education. Altogether the future prospects of the classes are brighter and more promising. 
The district is gradually recovering from the effects of the 1893 flood, and many agriculturists have 
experienced quite a prosperous year. The coal-mining industry is also coming to the front. In one 
mine alone there are 250 men employed, and probably next year there will be a strong desire for a 
coal-mining class. 

In May last the Hunter River Agricultural Association again offered a series of prizes for the 
advancement of technical education. The competition in the various classes was satisfactory, and a 
creditable display of students' work was made. In the district classes the work has been carried out 
in accordance with the calendar. 

The manual training classes have been very satisfactory during the year, and good progress 
has been made. One additional class (from Homeville) has been formed. The attendance throughout 
has been good, and no trouble has arisen from late attendance, as heretofore. The conduct of the 
students has been excellent, and the accommodation is sufficient, except in the case of the High School 
workshops, where the space is limited. The technical classes held at night and on Saturdays have 
maintained the average attendance. In the case of the fretwork class the numbers have fallen, as 
anticipated, seeing that no permanent results were likely to follow. The work has lately been confined 
to two nights in the week, as it was found that better results could be obtained by concentrating the 
work (owing to the variety of subjects taught) to the evening, when both the teacher and assistant 
were present. 

A first and second years' course of wood-turning and a first year's course of wood-carving have 
been arranged, as the absence of definite courses was Found detrimental. The conduct of the students 
has been good, and the attendance regular. Generally speaking, it may be said that the classes have 
been highly successful and very beneficial to those instructed. 
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The plumbing class has maintained a good average, considering the continued dulness of the 
building trade in the district. It still remains popular. The future prospects are bright, and an 
increase in the enrolment is expected next year. 

Several of the students attending the shorthand class are deserving of praise, for they have 
worked assiduously and systematically throughout the three terms. 

The Seaham classes have been fairly successful as regards the attendance and progress. Some 
of the most promising students, however, found it necessary to leave the district, owing to the lack of 
employment. 

Clarence Town, Morpeth and Hinton, and Singleton. 

Very successful classes have been held at these places. A large number of Public School teachers 
took advantage of these classes, which helped to maintain a good average attendance. 

Since the oversight of the work of this branch was transferred to me I have watched the atten- 
dance of all the classes, and have visited most of the country centres. It is encouraging to find so 
many young men attending the evening classes after having spent a hard day at their various trades. 

The teachers enter into their work with earnestness, which has a corresponding influence upon 
the students. 

TECHNOLOGICAL MUSEUMS. 

The year just closed unmistakably bears out the fact that the Technological Museums have grown in 
public favour, and maintained their prestige for imparting commercial and scientific knowledge. This 
is shown by the large correspondence conducted during the year, by the number of visitors to this and 
country museums, and by the varied donations. Public School teachers have largely availed them- 
selves of the offer to determine specimens for them, and many botanical, mineral, and entomological 
specimens have been received for that purjtose and reported upon. Although entailing much extra work 
the method is one whereby much valuable information is disseminated. The personnel of the scientific 
staff has undergone some cL t nges. Mr. J. H. Maiden, who had held the position of Curator since the 
formation of the Museum, was transferred on the 1st of July to the directorship of .the Sydney 
Botanic Gardens, and on the 1st of October Mr. W. W. Froggatt, the Entomologist, was transferred to 
the Department of Mines and Agriculture. 

With so great a reduction in the scientific staff, less work has, of course, been attempted in the 
way of reclassification of specimens, but the agricultural courts have been thoroughly overhauled and 
rearranged. Mr. Baker has placed on exhibition and named a collection of Australian fungi, the first 
brought together in the Colonies, and these, together with the European and American models of 
funguses, form a unique collection in our vegetable products section. A start has been made at 
modelling types of the principal genera and natural orders of Australian flora. We have a good 
collection of exotics, but it has always been felt that the indigenous vegetation should also be 
represented, and without doubt this addition to the exhibits will be appreciated by teachers and 
students in botany. The timber collection has received particular attention from Mr. Baker, and 
some corrections in old labelling have been made, also the determination of the true origin of a number 
of dubious species. A new style of labelling has also been introduced, giving full information of the 
economic purposes to which each species is best adapted. Specimens of the timbers with bark and 
label attached are being sent to the country museums. 

A valuable collection of sandarachs (pine-tree exudations) has been got together from all parts of 
the Colony, and will be described during the coming year. A still has been erected at the College for 
the use of the Museum, for the extraction of oils, so that the industry in this connection will be placed 
eventually on a purely scientific basis, so far as this Colony is concerned, and already the results 
obtained promise to be of value. Consequent on the reduction of the scientific staff, previously 
referred to, there has been very little time for original research in museum hours. However, 
Mr. H. G. Smith and Mr. Baker have succeeded in doing some original work. Mr. Baker has read the 
following papers before the Royal and Linnsean Societies respectively :— 

1. " The occurrence of a true Manna on grass," Andropogon annulatus, F. 

2. " Two new Prostantheras from New South Wales." 

3. " Botany of the Ry Is tone and Goulburn River Districts. ' 

4. "New descriptions, with figs., of 6 species of Acacia," 

Mr. Smith has read the following : — 

1. The chemistry of the Manna on grass. 

2. On the constituents of the sap of the Silky Oak {GrevUlea robusta). 

3. On aromadendron or aromadentric acid from the turbid group of Eucalyptus kinos. 
4/ The dyeing properties of aromadendron and of the tannins of Eucalyptus kinos. 

The research work on two or three, possibly new Colonial industries, was begun, and I hope to 
have some of them completed by the end of this year. 

The collections on the ground floor have been much augmented during the year by many valu- 
able collections and individual specimens. The fine collection of coal-tar products, lately received, 
cannot, however, at present be displayed, owing to the want of show-cases for that purpose ; this is 
also true of the collections of decorative colours, bronzes, &c. 
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The mineral collections on this floor have been considerably increased and improved. The 
massive, tested specimens of iron have been repainted and relettered, thus increasing their educational 
value, as well as their appearance. 

Much of Mr. Smith's time has, during the year, been taken up by the other portion of his 
duties, viz., the chemical investigation of the vegetable products of the Colony, and some success has 
attended this portion of his work, as the results obtained are likely to be of commercial use as well 
-as of scientific value. 

In the wool section of the animal products the total number of fleeces and samples received 
. were 338, which is a little less than usual, owing, no doubt, to the effects of the very bad season. The 
specimens were mostly of a high-class order, coming from most of the best strains of the present day, 
and to give some idea of the quality of the work done, it is only necessary to say that a large number 
of fleeces and samples were reported upon, — many of these reports being reproduced in the pastoral 
journals published in the various Australian Colonies. 

Several photographs of different breeds of sheep were added, and give a more finished look to 
the various courts, the most notable being that of "President," presented by the breeder, the Hon. 
Jas. Gibson, Bellevue, Tasmania. 

Two collections of tallow of various brands and wools were prepared for the Imperial Institute, 
London, and Philadelphia (U.S.) Museum. There was also a special request from the Committee of 
the Murrumbidgee Pastoral Association that this Department should take charge of their wool- 
scouring test ; this was done. Many teachers from different schools applied for, and were supplied 
with, a series of wool samples and photographs of machinery for object lessons. The twelve new 
wall-cases have been filled. 

The attendance of visitors at the Technological Museums for the year 1896 was 226,010, viz. :— 

Sydney 99,952 

Newcastle 58,443 

Goulburn 24,211 

WestMaitland 23,564 

Bathurst 19,840 

I am pleased to mention that the students in training at the Fort-street and Hurlstone Colleges 
continue to use very largely the collections to illustrate their object-lessons. 

During the year 3,804 specimens have been added to the Museum, amongst the principal 
donations being : — A very interesting collection of native products from Tonga, received through the 
Rev. J. E. Moulton, consisting of kava, rope, fibre, arrowroot, &c. A representative collection of 
Tasmanian timbers, from the Launceston Technical School, in exchange for one sent from this Museum. 
Very good samples of tobacco-leaf from the Australian New Hebrides Company. A large collection of 
vegetable products, fibres, and timbers from the Botanical Gardens, Sydney. A "gingal," a clumsy- 
looking smooth-bore gun, used by two men, picked up at Tien-Chuan-Tye after the last battle between 
the Japanese and Chinese ; a Manchu lady's pipe, and leather shoes worn by labourers at Manchuria, 
presented by Mr. George Fawcett, of Newchang, China, once a resident of Sydney. An old relic in 
the shape of a pump, originally used on the old Tank Stream in the early days of Sydney, presented 
by Mr. R. G. Brownlow, Waverley. Specimens of Australian fungi, presented by Mr. D. A. Porter, 
of Tamworth. 

The following gentlemen have kindly presented valuable specimens of timber : — Clive Arm- 
strong, Rylstone ; J. V. De Coque, Sydney ; John L. Bruce, Technical College ; Owen Blacket, 
Technical College ; Tait and McDiarmid, Mudgee ; A. R. Crawford, Walcha ; D. A. Porter, Inverell ; 
Needlewood Pipe Company, Sydney ; C. W. Darler and W. Trickett, Shea's Creek ; H. J. Rumsey, 
Barber's Creek. 

A very valuable collection of aniline and vegetable dyes, lead, pigments, iron, capsules, drugs, 
Ac, was transferred to this Museum from the Department of Mines and Agriculture. 

Exchanges outward. — Specimens of New South Wales timbers have been sent to the following: — 
The Government Technical School, Launceston, Tasmania ; Commissioners appointed by the Govern- 
ment of Cape Colony to report on the agriculture of Australia ; the National Society of Agriculture, 
Santiago, Chili ; the Minister of Foreign Affairs, St. Petersburg, Russia ; the Minister for Agriculture; 
&c, Germany ; the Minister de Fomento, Madrid, Spain; Nederlandsch Landbouw Comite, The 
Hague, Holland ; the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Brussels ; Botanic Gardens, Sydney ; Julius Levy, 
Sydney ; A. H. Yabsley, Sydney ; Dickson and Tregarthon, Sydney ; Learmonth, Dickenson, & Co., 
Sydney; Arthur Griffith, M.L.A., Sydney. 

Branch Museums. 

I much regret to report that no visits of inspection have been paid to our local museums, as it was 
thought inadvisable for any officer to leave Sydney pending the inquiries of the Public Service Board, 
and during the last six months no one could be spared. _ 

At the latter end of the year the Albury Free Industrial Museum was taken over by the 
Department, and now becomes the Albury Technological Museum, and will, of course, be carried on 
on similar lines to our other local museums. 

R. N. MORRIS, 
Superintendent of Technical Education, 
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ANNEX A. 



Technical Education Branch. 



Receipts and Disbursements from 1st January to 31st December, 1886. 



RECEIPTS. 


DlSSnJKSBMBHTB. 


To Balance on account of 1895 


£ s. d. 

9 2 

9,900 

10,450 

869 2 10 


Sydney Technical College and 

Branch Schools. 
By Salaries — Administrative. . 
„ Mechanical Staff 
„ Lecturers and 

Teachers 

„ Caretakers and 

Apparatus and Fittings . . 


£ 8. d. 
1,416 6 
1,467 10 9 

8,686 15 6 

676 
721 11 9 
968 14 8 
165 3 4 
376 

62 2 
429 3 3 

92 19 10 
803 4 
266 6 4 
116 2 9 
27316 5 

46 4 8 
869 2 10 


£ 8. d. 


Amount received from Treasury, on 
account of Vote for 1895-6 




Amount received from Treasury, on 
account of Vote for 1896-7 




Amount received from Treasury, on 
account of Loan Vote, £1,000, of 
1896-7, for additions to Technical 




Cleaning Branch Schools.. 
.Prizes 










Freight, Cartage, Ac 






Liirhtin&r 






Bent 












Fittings, Furniture, &a, 
Newcastle Technical Col- 
lege 






Additions to Technical Col- 
lege, Sydney (paid from 
Loan Vote, £1,000, of 
1896-7) 






Technological Mueeums. 
By Salaries and Contingencies 


17,364 19 5 
8,838 16 6 








21,203 15 11 

14 7 1 




£21,218 3 


£21,218 3 



Note.— In addition to the above, the following payments were made by the Treasury during 1896 

£ s. d. 

London payments .. 41 9 8 

From Loan Vote of 1890, £20,000. Erection of Technical Colleges and 

Museums at Bathurst, Newcastle, &c 1,867 13 8 

From Loan Votes of 1889, £50,000. Erection of Sydney Technical College . . 1,237 17 2 



£3,147 6 



Technical Education. — Fees Account. 



To Balance on account of 1895 

Fees • received from Students, Sydney 

Technical College 

Fees received from Students, Branch 

Technical Schools 

Fees received from Branch Cookery 

Classes 



£ 8. 

6 7 


d. 
2 


2,745 15 





1,375 9 


1 


46 4 





4,172 15 


3 



By Fees paid to Teachers, 
Sydney Technical College 

Fees retained by Teachers, 
Branch Technical Schools 

Fees paid to Branch Cook 
ery Class Teacher 

Balance to the credit of the 
Technical Education Fees 
Trust Account at the 
Treasury 



£ 8. d. 

2,248 7 8 

1,367 6 3 

6 7 2 

561 15 2 



£ 8. 4 



4,172 16 S 



E. & 0. E. 

Account Branch, Department of Public Instruction, 

17th March, 1897. 



A. E. BASSAN, 

Accountant* 
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APPENDIX XX. 

Public School Sites obtained in 1896. 

Number of sites granted by the Government 63 

resumed under Act 51 Vic. No. 37 20 

purchased 4 






»1 



f» 



Total number of sites secured during the year, as per following lists ... 87 



Bago, Lower' 
Barham 
Bectric 
Beecroft 
Benny's Creek. 
Bourke, North 
Galamia 
Cherry Tree 
Clairville 
Cooper's Glen 
Criefton 
Crow Mountain 
Cugong 
Darralume 
Derra Derra 
Dexter Springs 
Doctor's Creek 



1896.— School Sites 
Double Peak 
Dunedoo 
Eastview 
Finley 

Felton Wood 
Flyer's Creek 
Goulburn (Technical 

College) 
Graham's Valley 
Greswick 
Gulf Creek 
Heron's Creek 
Hill Plain 
Horton, Upper 
Invergordon 
Illabo 



granted by the Government. 
Jacq.ua 
King's Plains 
Kauthi 
Kooree 
Kenthurst 
Manobah 
Marrar 

Mount Gwynne 
Mobla 
Muttama (reservation 

only) 
Newton Boyd 
Norton's Gap 
Piedmont 
Pinnacle Swamp 
Bedmanvale 



Sam's Corner 

Sandigo 

Sandholes 

Sam's Flat 

Station Point 

Strathisla 

Uroly 

Wallangra 

Weean 

Wedderburn 

Wirrimbi 

White Cliffs 

Whipstick 

Wirrabelah 

Wood's Reef 

Wrightville. 





1896.— School Sites resumed under the " Public Works Act of 1888" (51 


Vic. No. 37). 




Place. 


Cost. 




Amount already paid. 


Estimated amount 
still due. 



Arcadia 

Beecroft 

Branga 

Brobenah 

Burrill 

Canyan Leigh .. 

Colo Vale 

Cundletown 

Detrain 

Grassy Creek 

Menah 

Morrison's Hill.. 

Mundowey 

Muddy Creek .. 

Newport 

North Creek 

Oakvale 

Telegraph Point 

Wandella 

Woodglen 



Totals ..£ 



£ s. d. 
46 11 
166 2 10 
•Nil 



tNil. 

' "I'm. 

No claim made. 

iNii! 

HNii! 

17 5 4 

No claim made. 



5 4 2 



234 13 3 



£ 


8. 


d. 




5 
. 25 











25 

208 












17 


8 


9 


10 










30 








25 
15 













360 8 9 



A gift from Mrs. Lynch. f A gift from Mrs. Jane Murray. X A gift from John D. M'Grath. § A gift from 

Mr. John Marman. || A gift from Mr. H. J. Brazier. 

1896. — School Sites purchased. 
Place. Cost. 

£ s. d. 

Bathurst Technical College 1,570 16 8 

Botany (additional) 200 

Coonamble (additional) 112 10 

Merilla 27 5 4 



Total t £1,910 12 



184 



Report of the Minister of Public Instruction. 

* s a — * 

I s § I s i 



"F 



! 






sa«6|» |s-| 



[fill 

i M |M| 



ss;s 



lil 



|S»I«> 



N!i iiiiij 

I rsiifljiifjii! 

, j 1 wr 



II 



JJJj 

Hill 



i 

^iilll 

nil! 
nun 



Report of the Minister of Public Instruction. 



185 



eo 



eo 



co 



*» 
h- 



8 



g 



CD 
CO 

1-1 
CO 

cm 



oo 

iH 

o 






oo 



00 



•*oo 
oo 

coo* 

0»tO 
OS 



U3 

iH 

r-l 
US 



04 

m 

© 

8 



•s 
■a 

00 

PQ 



O^^tiHCOOOOOr-l 

o «>*• jh- co so 'eo to r<- 

rH r-« HrtHH 

SOS »-4 \Q CO 00 r-r "* 
©* iHtH rH 



iHU)00COrHrHt^i-4COiH00 

IH 

Wkooo>cc*w5coeo<0'*i> 

iH iH i-t r-t iH iH 

00 kO Or 04 *<4 A IO 04 O 00 iH 

CD C© CO OS 00 lO OS iHrH 

•t pt •* •* m* «s •* 

© 00 0» COii-* IH tH 







^3$<° 






OHOOHO 
rH tHiH 

£■• CO t» CD ^ i& 



SCO "* OH t^ <M 
oo eo ^i i— 1 55 



©3 CO CO © O 


co-* 


ON 


00 O CO CO o 








©CO 


issg* 


r-liH 

8 






'OH 


CO 








; or 



<rt 



8 "3 



& 



CO 



-5 
8 

oo 

B 






a 

c3 



fa X O 

£ c « 

1 0C EL'S B c8 fl 

►HI 




3 

O 
© 

u 

02 

8» 

•J £ 

O 

§ 
*c 

o3 



B 

a 

2 

5 



b 

0> 

£3 
O 

"SjS 

lag 

"2 ? 00 

S Mil 

« cG co 

» b B 

B St B« 
CO X 

CO fl) 



B 
CO 
(h 
•>CD 

e§ 

2 o 

p-H 

bo be 
•9.S 

•d b — 
.■a S'Z 



*Sff 





«rt 



§ 



43 
00 



00 






^3 

u 
e3 



^ 



00 



O 



H 



o 
c 

to 

£ 

M >> 

o 

2 

PQ 

§ 

o 
o 

< 



r <> 



r- * 



\ 



% 



186 



'Report of the Minister of Public Instruction. 

APPENDll XXII. 



Statement showing the Payments made by the Treasury on Account of Services 
rendered to the Department of Public Instruction, from 1st January to 31st 
December, 1896. 



To Amount from Vote of £689,418, i 
Item No. 302, of Appropriation 
Act of 1895-6 ....; 

To Amount from Vote of £666,446, 
Item No. 316, of Appropriation 
Act of 1896-7 




£1,370 



£ s. d. 
1,370 



£1,370 



Account Branch, Department of Public Instruction, 
Sydney, 8th March, 1897. 



A. E. BASSAN, 

Accountant. 



Sydney : William Applegate Gullick, Government Printer —1897. 
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